Y ff 


0 F THE 85 


Life and Death 


Of the Prous and INGENIOUS 5 


Mrs. Jane Zurell, 


Who died at ME DTOR D, March a6 
1735. tat, 27. 
Collected chiefly from her own, Manuſcripts _ 7 
By her ConsokT Fg 


IF The Rev. Mr. Ebenezer Turell, M. A. / 
Paſtor of the Church in Medford. q 
Her Husband 4005 and He praiſeth Pr. Prov. xxxi. 28; I 
| _— F; 
To which is added, 1 
Two S ERM O N S preached at Med. we. 
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"p her F . Benjamin Colman, ih . g 


; . 
* 
* {+ 
n 
3 


ͤ— 


— 
— 


3 


O r 
* * K * 
—— — 


"LONDON: 


8 E Pernigecl for Jo HN OswaLD, at the Roſe and 3 


en, near the Manſion- Houſe. 1741. 


BEE güte I's. Rong 17 && FF 3 


* » £3 
g A -* : "ah" . 
* 2 * 2 5 2 4 Ik 
& 2 - * © is 9 8 . 


— 


1 
8 
he 16 


# 
=} 
— — 


- ** A +32 
. 


— . 


— „ A. — A... 
_— - tin. AMS. 
_— FR OI 2 „ 


_— 


THE Th 


E 1 F. E 
Mrs. 2 Turell, 


T 225 E is a Paſſage in Tully the Ro- 
man Orator to this Purpoſe, That 
if Virtue were incorporate, and to be 
ſeen with our bodily Eyes in a ſubſtantial 
Form, ſhe would carry ſuch Charms along 
with her as to raviſh her Beholder, and com- 
mand the Love and Admiration of all that ſaw 
her. Alike beautiful and engaging (and 
more ſo) ſnould the holy Life and ſhining 
Example of the Chriſtian be, to all that are 


bleſt with the S ght and Knowledge of it; for 


herein we not only behold the godlike Image 
of it, but learn the Practicableneſs of the 
Thing, and have our natural Ambition and 
Imitation mightily fired and excited. 

That my Readers may be charmed into a 
Love and Admiration of Virtue and Holineſs, 
I now place before their Eyes the Picture of 
my Dear Deceafed : The Lines and Linea- 


ments, Colours and Shades laid and drawn by 
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a 4 wn LIFE of " 
|... her own lovely Hand, guided by the Spirit 


of Grace and Truth, . .. . 

And I preſent it particularly and in the firſt | 
Place to her dear and only ſurviving Siſter ; 
and then to her neareſt Relatives and Acquain- 
tance, and to all the riſing Daughters of New- 
England, that they may underſtand what true 

eauty is, and what the brighteſt Ornaments 
of their Sex are, and ſeek them with their 
whole Deſire ; even the hidden Man of the Heart, 
in that which is not corruptible , the Ornament of 
a meek and quiet Spirit, which is in the Sight of 
God of great Price, For Favour is deceitful, 
and Beauty is vain: but a Woman that feareth the 
Lord, ſhe ſhall be praiſed. And ſuch an one 
(with ſome additional Exellencies and Accom- 
pliſnments) was Mrs. Jane Turell, born in 
Boſton, New-England, Feb. 25. A. D. 1708, 
of Parents Honourable and Religious. 

Her Father the Reverend Dr. Benjamin 
Colman (thro* the gracious Favour of Gd) is 
ſtill living among us, one univerſally acknow- 
ledged to be even from his younger Times (at 
Home and Abroad) a bright Ornament and 
Honour to his Country, and an Inſtrument in 
God's Hand of bringing much Good to it. 

Her Mother Mrs. Jane Colman was a truly 

cious e Daughter of Mr Thomas 
Clat & Sei-. 

Mrs. Turell was their third Child, grac i- 

ouſly given them after they had mourned the 


Lols of the two former; and for ſeven Years 


their 


; 1 N Tyrzrr. 8 


cheir only one. Her Conſtitution from her 
early Infancy was wonderfal weak and tender, 
yet the Organs of her Body ſo formed as not 
to obſtruct the free Operations of the active 
and capacious Spirit within. The Buddings 
of Reaſon and Religion appeared on her ſoon- 
er than uſual. Before her ſecond Year was 
compleated ſhe could ſpeak. diſtinctly, knew 
ker Letters, and could relate many Stories out 
of the Scriptures to the Satisfaction and Plea- 
ſure of the moſt Judicious, I have heard that 
Governor Dudley, with other wiſe and e 
Gentlemen, have placed her on a Table, and 
litting round it, owned, themſelves diverted 
with her Stories. Before ſhe was four Vears old 
(fo ſtrong and tenacious was her Memory) ſhe 
could ſay the greater. Part of the Aſſembly's» 
Catechiſm, many of the Pſalms, ſome hundred p” 
Lines of the beſt Poetry, read diſtinctly, ande A 
make pertinent Remarks on many Things ſhe 
read. 
She grew in Knowledge (the moſt uſeful) 
nd 1g day, and had the Fear of God before 
r 
She pray'd to God ſometimes by excellent 
Forms (recommended to her by her Father 
and fuited to her Age and Circumſtances) and 
at other times ex corde, the Spirit of God 
helping her Infirmities. When her Father, 
upon a Time enquifed of her what Words ſhe 
uſed in Prayer to God, ſhe anſwered him, 
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That when ſhe was * ber Knees God gave her 


pre ions. 


ven at the Age of four, five, and ſix ſhe 


asked many aſtonfning Queſtions about divine 


Myſteries, and carefully laid up and hid the 
— ſne received to them, in her Heart. 
Throughout her Childhood ſhe diſcovered 


a very ſerious Spirit. Her Heart was tender, 


and her Conſcience a well-inform'd faithful 
Guide and Monitor, 

The moſt that I am able to collect of her 
Life from ſix to ten is general (and from her) 
viz. That her Father daily inſtructed her, 
and inriched her Mind with the beſt Know- 
ledge; and excited her to the due Performance 
of alt Duty. And that her tender gracious 
Mother (who dy'd about four Years before 

er) often e for, and over her, and 
ave her the wiſeſt Counſels, and moſt faith- 
al Warnings; and that ſhe was thankful and 

Yew in Knowledge, and (ſhe hoped ) in Grace 
inder them. That ſhe loved the School and 
he Exerciſes of it, and made a laudable Pro- 


greſs in the various Kinds of Learning proper 


to her Age and Sex. 
At nine or ten (if not before) ſhe was able 


to write; for in the Year 1718, F find a Let- 
ter of key honoured Father's to her wrote in 
Anſwer to one of her's, dated Brookline—— 


which he expreſſes himſclf well pleaſed with. 


A Copy of ic follows. 


My 


Mrs. Janet TURELL. 7 
Baton 5. 1718. 
My Dear Child, Ra: 


Have this Morning your Letter, which 
pleaſes me very well, and gives me hopes 


of many a pleaſant Line from you in Time | 


to come; if God ſpare you to me, and me 
to you. 

% very much long to ſee your Mother, 
but. doubt whether the Weather will permit 
me to Day. I pray God to bleſs you, and 
make you one of his Children. I charge 
you to pray daily, and read your Bible, 
and fear to ſin. Be very dutiful to your 
Mother, and reſpectful to every Body.---- 
Be very humble and modeſt, womanly and 
diſcreet, Take care of your Health, and 
as you love me do not eat green Apples. 
Drink ſparingly of the Waters, except the 
Day be warm. When I laſt ſaw you, you 
were too ſhame-fac'd. Look People in the 


Face, ſpea't freely and behave decently. 


I hope to bring Nabby in her Grand-Father's 
Chariot to ſee you. The mean while I 
kiſs your dear Mother, and commend her 
Health to the gracious Care of God, and 
you with her to his Grace, Give my 
Service to Mr. 4——and Family: alfo to 
Mr.S——and Madam ; and be ſure you 
never forget the Reſp:& they have honour- 
ed you with, 


« Your loving Father. 


As In 
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In 1 her Eleventh Year I find an Hymn 
fairly written by her, dated January 4. 7 18. 
2 I give you Verbatim.” tons 


Fear the great Ferre One n tik 

The God of Grace, the God of Love: 
He to whom Seraphims Hallelujah's ſing, 
And Angels do their Songs and Praiſes bring. 
Happy the Soul that does in Heaven reſt, 
Where with his Saviour he is ever bleſt; FU 

With heavenly Joys and Rapture is poſſeſt, 

No Thoughts but of his God inſpire” his Breaſt, 
Happy are they that walk in Wiſdom's Ways, 
— tread her . and 22213 in all * 1 | 


Her Father was pleas? a to encourage her 
in this feeble Eſſay ſhe made at Verſe: He con- 


deſcended to mae her Rhymes like her own, 


level to her preſent- Capacity, with-a ſpecial 
Aim to keep and fix her Mind on God and 
heavenly Things, with which ſhe had begun. 
He therefore wrote and gave her the follow- 
ng Lines, which he permits me to inſert, 


OY of my Lie! is this thy lovely Voice ? 
Sing on, and a fond Father's Heart, rejoice. 
was nobly dard, my charming Child ! a Song 
From a Babe's Meuth-of right to Heaven belong. 
Pleafant thy Wit, but more the facred Theme, 
Such as thy Name and all my Cares beſcem, - - 
Already you repay the Pains I took 
To form you for your Maker and your Book.' 
Sing on, my Bird ! and ler thy early Days 
Be ſacred to thy God and to his Praiſee: 
Thy Infant. Wit devote to Things dwine, 
And like ſome beauteous Infant Angel ſhine, A 
ut 


Mrs. JANE TURELL, 9 


But floſt thou truly fear th Eternal One ? 
Be fure you do, for he is God al 2289 ; 
And would you join with Anz in in their Songs?? 
Phy earlieſt and thy beſt to Him belongs? 
And doſt thou count them bleſt that reſt above, 
In Jefus' Preſence, Image and his Love ? —_ 
| Now ſeek a Name among his Saints, and let 
Thy Heart on heavenly Things be early ſet. 
X Then happy thou, my Child, in Wiſdom's Ways 
Shining in thy transfigur d n s Rays. 


Theſe Condeſcentions of 5 Father were 
no doubt of great Uſe to her, and had in ſome 
meaſure the Effect propos d, to put her on 
thinking and writing more and better, and to 
gain more of his Eſteem for Ingenuity and, 
Piety, which, ſhe was wiſely ambitious;of ; 
but above all to approve her Heart before God, 
her Heavenly Father who ſees in ſecret. 

And accordingly ſhe early began a fort of 
Diary without theKnowledge of any one, where- , 
in in her fourteenth Vear I find enter'd ſolemn 

and pertinent Prayers to God to deliver her and 
the Town from the Small Pox then threat- | 
ning.itz or to prepare her and his People for. 

the Viſitation : Allo a Meditation and Prayers 
occaſioned by the Death of a Friend, her Com- 
panion and Acquaintance , a few Months, 
after of that Diſterp-r :  RIPd with ſuch Sen- 
tences as theſe — 

„ Graciovs and merciful God and Father, 
Fan my Sins: for Chriſt's ſake. Let-r My. 
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Soul be precious in thy Sight. I fly to chee for 


Protection. Give me an entire Reſignation to 
thy Will and Preparation for Death; and let 
me be found among thy Children at che Great 
Day. I 

I this Day follow'd to the Grave a true 
and faithful F An Lord ſanctify her Death 
to me: Awaken in me proper Thoughtsof my 
own Frailty and Mortality. I might have 
been taken away, and ſhe ſpar*d.--- Lord let 
me ſee thy great Mercy in ſparing me, and be 
fitted to live to Thee and todie to Thee. Spare 
and heal thoſe that are viſited in the Town, 
and bleſs it, and thy Churches in it, and all 
the Rulers of itz and forgive mine Enemies 
for Chriſt's Sake.“ 

In the ſame Book O#Zober 25. 1721, I find 
her praiſing God, and extolling his Goodneſs, 
in ſparing her when ſo many Hundreds were 
ſwept away by this Judgment. ---- Alſo a par- 
ticular Record of Dr. Næye ds Death, with ſome 
Remarks and Prayers, entred March 29. 
1721. 

rob On the 11th Inſtant died here Dr. Noyes 
in the midſt of his Days and Uſefulneſs, one of 
the Ornaments of his Country 3 z whilſt God is 
ſparing me a worthleſs and ſinful Creature, 
who am unable to do him any Service. Lord, 
affect my Heart with this and other ſuch Dif. 
penſations of thine, and fit and prepare me for 
my great Change. Pour out of thy good 
Spirit upon me, and ſeal my Pardon with thy 
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Son's Blood, and make me thine for ever. 
Amen. 

Between theſe and her Ei ghteenth Year 
there are to be ſeen among her Compoſures 
many things conſiderable both in Verſe and 
Proſe. 

(1) In Poetry (amongothers) there are the 
followi 

To her Honoured Father, on his being 
choſen Preſident of Harvard College, a Poem 
of thirty Lines, dated December 27. 1724. 
which begins thus, 


Sir, 5 

N Infant Muſe begs leave beneath your Feet, 
To lay the firſt Eſſays of her poetic Wit ; 
That under your Protection ſhe may raiſe 
Her Song to ſome exalted Pitch of Praiſe. 

Voeu who among the Bards are found the Chief, c. 


But I am not allow'd to inſert the other 
Lines, and but a ſmall Part of the next Poem 
to her Friend, on her return to Boſton, which 
begins after this manner : 


Hrice welcome Home, thou Glory of our Iſle, 
On whom indulgent Heaven delights to ſmile : 
Whoſe Face the Graces make their choſen Seat, 
In whom the Charms of Wit and Beauty meet. 
O with what wond'ring Eyes I on you gaze, 
And can't recover from the ſweet Amaze ! 
This Lovely Form, thoſe ſweet but ſparkling Eyes 
Have made the noble Polhdore er Prize, c. 
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Her Father now a ſecond time 1051 notice 
ve her Poetic Genius, and wrote her the follow- 
ing Lines, which I found in her Cabinet, 


My Dear, 


Ou have now ſhown me three Poems, 

on three well choſen Subjects, the firſt 
8 3 of Praiſe to your Great Creator, the 
© ſecond of Reverence to your Father, the 
© laſt a Song of Love to your Friend: Now- 
© to encourage and reward your ry 
n 128 Father ſays to you, 


Hrice I have heard your tuneful Voice, 
And thrice I praiſe your worthy Choice. 

The noble Order of your Theme 

Deſerves my Praiſe and high Eſteem. 

With Heaven your Infant Muſe begun, 

Then ſang of things below the Sun; 
In a right Line your Songs deſcend, 

Your Gop, your Father, and your Friend. 
* -- .Your Heavenly Father made your Tongue, 
And firſt his Glories ſhould be ſung, 

| Your Earthly Parent next may claffn 
*- Your Filial Praiſe ; a dearer Name 
You know not yet on Earth; and then 
Your Friend ſhould have your Heart and ken 
th So conſecrate thy tender Muſe 

F = Virtuous and Religious Uſe ; 
/ And let your choſen Subjects be, 
Devotion, Friendſhip, Piety. 
But moſt the Firſt; to XD your Voice, 
Voor Maker's Praiſes make your Choice : 
To Heaven your Heart and gazing Eyes, 
Nor ſing of things below the Skies. 
Of Gop fing in your early Days, 
WW oor Infant Muſe may liſp his Praiſe, 


Your 


Met JANE Tort LL 13 
Your green Ear Offerings He ap proves, 

Your filial Reverence He loves.” 

This humble: Tribute therefore bring, 


Your firſt Fruits to your Heavenly King, ' | 
Who form'd your Mind to think, your Mouth 0 ſing-⸗ 


L Ti 1725; 


Pſalm cxxxvii.  Paraphragd, PR TY 
5 1725. Etat. 17. | 


8 on the the VER of Euphrates? Flood 
We wail'd our Sins, and mourn'd an angry Gop'; 

For Gop provok'd, to Strangers gave our Land 
And by a righteous Judge condemn'd we ſtand ; 
Deeps were our Groans, our Griefs without compare, 
With ardent Cries we rent the yielding Air. 
Born down with Woes no Friend at hand was found, | 
No Helper in the waſte and barren Ground ; 
Only a mournful Willow wither'd there, 
Its aged Arms by Winter Storms made bare, 
On this our Lyres, now uſeleſs grown, we hung 
Our Lyres by us forſaken and unſtrung 
We ſigh'd in Chains, and ſunk beneath our Woe, 
Whilſt more inſulting our proud Tyrants grow. 
From Hearts oppreſt with Grief they did require 
A ſacred Anthem on the ſounding Lyre: 
Come, now, they cry, regale us with a Song, we” 
Muſick and Mirth the fleeting Hours prolong. © 
Shall Babes Daughter hear that bleſſed Sande? 
Snall Songs Divine be ſung in heathen Ground? 
No, Heaven forbid that we ſhould tune our: Voice, 
Or touch the Lyre ! Whilſt Slaves we can't rejoice. 
O Palcſtina ! our once dear Abode, | 
Thou ore wert bleſt with Peace, and loy'd by Go 
But now art deſolate, a barren Waſte, ; 
Thy fruitful Fields by Thorns and Weeds defac'd, 
If I forget FJudea s mournful Land, 
May RY vt r that I take in Hand.. 


Or 
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Or if I ſtring the Lyre, or tune my Voice, 
Till thy Deliverance cauſe me to rejoice 3 
O may my Tongue forget her Art to move, 
And may I never more my Speech improve ! 
"Return, O Loap ! avenge us of our Foes, 
Deftroy the. Men that up againſt us roſe : 
Let Ezom's Sons thy juſt Diſpleaſure know, 
And like us ſerve ſome foreign conquering Foe, 
In diſtant Realms; far from their native Home, 
To which dear Seat O let them never come 
Thou, Babes Daughter ! Author of our Woe, 
Shalt feel the Stroke of ſome revenging Blow : 
Thy Walls and Towers be level'd with the Ground, 
Sorrow and Grief ſhall in each Soul be found - 
Thrice bleſt the Men, who that auſpicious Night 
Shall ſeize thy trembling Infants in thy Sight; 
Regardleſs of thy flowing Tears and Moans, 
And daſh the tender Babes againf the Stones. 


The foregoing Poem ſhe ſent to her Father 
from Reading. And it gain'd her the follow- 
ing Letter from him, | 

5 0 Boſton, Auguſt 10th, 172 5. 


- My Dear Child, 
urs of the fifth Inſtant was exceeding 
* 1 pleaſant to me, both your Para- 
© phraſe on the 137th Pſalm, and the Letter 
< thatinclos'd it. In the Letter you with you 
might inherit ſomething of your Father's 
© Soul, and therein his Gifts. If that be wor- 
thy of your Deſire, God has in a great Mea- 
< ſure given it to you; only you mult go on 
© by Reading and Study to improve the 
Powers which God has given you. My 
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« poor Gift is in thinking and writing with a 
little Eloquence, and a poetical Turn of 
Thought, _ This, in proportion to the Ad- 


vantages you have had, under the neceſſary 
and uſeful Reſtraints of your Sex, you enjoy 


to the full of what I how done before you, 


With the Advantages of my liberal Educa- 
tion at School and College, I have no reaſon 
to think but that your Genius in Writing 
would have excelPd mine. But there is no 


great Progreſs or Improvement ever made 


in any thing but by Uſe and Induſtry and 
Time. If you diligently improve your 
ſtated and ſome vacant Hours every Day or 
Week to read your Bible, and other uſeful 
Books, you will inſenſibly grow in Know- 
lege and Wiſdom, fine Thoughts and good 
Judgment, from Year to Year, to the Plea- 
ſure of your Friends, the Profit of your 
Children, if God give you any, and to your 


own ſpiritual and everlaſting Advantage; 


if you direct all unto, and govern it by the 
Glory of God. But as to a Poetical Flight 
now and then, let it be with you only a 

thing by the by. At your leiſure and ſpare 
Hours you may indulge your Inclinations 


© this way. But let them not break in either 


upon the daily Hours of ſecret Reading or 
Devotion. So you ſhall conſecrate your 
Heart and Life, your Muſe and your daily 
Works, to the Honour of Chriſt in the 
Way of your own Salvation. 


© You 


1166 me LIFE-of- 
TDToͤ0u ask me to forgive the Flow of your 
Affections, which run with ſo ſwift a Cur- 
rent of filial Duty as may carry you beyond 
vyourſelf ſometimes, and make you wanting 
in that Reſpect which you aim at expreſſing.“ 
It is true, my Dear, that a young fond and 
muſical Genius is eaſily carry d away thus; 
and never more than when it runs into the 
«Praiſes of what it loves; and LwOuld have 
you therefore careful againſt this Error, 
even when you ſay your Thoughts of Re- 
verence and Eſteem to your Father, or to a 
- Spouſe, if ever you ſhould live to have one. 
It is eaſy to be laviſh and run into fooliſh 
| Flatteries,.  I-think you have done well to 
correct yourſelf for ſome of your Excurſi- 
ons of this kind toward me. Your Father 
is pleas'd with your Love; and you are but 
a poor partial Judge of his Gifts or Vir- 
tues. But if you ſee any thing of Chriſt in, 
any, and whatever things are ſuſt, whatever 
things are lovely, think, of theſe things, and 
-1mifate them. | 

© You defire me to correct theFaults in your: 
Verſes. I have always done that freely, 
both as to your Proſe and Verſe. Nor be 
diſcouragꝰ d hereby, but inſtructed, It is your 
6 learning time, and Jam not aſham'd of my 
Pupil.- But you have taken the laſt Paper of 
* Verſes with you, which prevents my ſending 
you any Emendations of them. Commen- 
dation of them in the general I do ___ 
gy | « ſend, 
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| And for what Form waſte you your Bloom in Sighs ? 
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ſend. The ; ſerious. melancholy Pſalm is 


well turn'd in the moſt Parts of i it, conſider- 


ing your Years and Advantages for ſuch a a 
Performance. You ſpeak of a ſingle wither'd 
Willow which they hung their Harps on; 
but Euphrates was cover'd with Willows 


along the Banks of it, ſo that it has Been 
calbd the River of "Willows. I hope, my 


Dear, your Lyre will not be hung on ſuch 
a ſorrowful Shrub. Go on in facred Songs, 


and we'll hang it on the ſtately Cedars of 
Lebanon, Or let the pleaſant Elm before 


the Door where you are ſuffice for you — 
Give my Love to Mr. P---- and Madam, 

who receive' you with ſuch Courteſy; and ; 
Love. We wiſh, their pleaſant Air and 
Converſation may ſerve your Health both 


of Body and Mind; and that your Com- 
pany may de of ſome Pleaſure and Uſe to 


them,” 
I am, your affeftionate F ather,— 


Part of the Fifth. Chapter of Camticles 


paraphras'd from the 8% Verſe. Entred 


Sepl. 14th, 1725. 


OU beauteons Dames, if that my Love you fee, 
Wich eager Steps conduct him to here to me, 
1 ell him no. Foy to me you can impart, ' 
And that no Pain is like a bleeding Heart. i 
Say I am ſick of Love, and moaning ly, 
W ilſt the ſad Eccho to my Groans reply, 
Who is thy Love? The ſcornful Maids reply, 


Let's 
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Let's know the Man, if he be worth your Care, 

Or does deſerve the tender Love you bear, 
Whilſt your Requeſt with Pleaſure I obey, 

Your ſtrict Attention give to what I ſay. 

My Love excells all that's on Earth call'd Fair, 

As the bright Sun excells the meaneſt Star. 

His Head is Wiſdom's ſpacious Theatre, 

Riches of Grace and Beauty there appear. 

Adown his Shoulders with becoming Pride 

Falls his fine Hair in beauteous Ringlets ty'd. 

His ſparkling Eyes in ſplendent Luſtre vie, 

With the Twin Stars that grace the azure Sky. 

His Cheeks excel the fragrant bluſhing Roſe 

Which in the fruitful Vale of Sharon grows. 

His Lips like Lillies in their flowry Bloom 

Yield a ſweet Odour and a rich Perfume. 

His Ivory Arms more charming to behold 

T han orient Pearls, incas'd in ſhining Gold. 

His well turn d Legs like ftately Pillars ſtand 

Of Marble, poliſh'd by a curious Hand. 

His Mien is noble and auguſt his Air, 

His Countenance as Zebanox does appear, 


The 128th P/alkn Paraphras'd. 


Happy Man that fears the Lord ! 
And walks according to his Word, 
He ſhall abundantly be bleſt, | 
And of all Good ſhall ftand poſſeſt. 
The beauteous Confort of your Bed, 
Like a fair Crown ſhall grace your Head. 
Her ſofter Hours ſhe'll then improve 
With the fair Pledges of your Love ; 
Round thy full Table they ſhall Rand, 
Fed by hercareful tender Hand ; | 
Behold the Lord will thus requite 
Him that daes in his Laws delight, 
From Sien's Hill ſhall Bleſſings flow, 
And a ſweet Calm ſhall grace his Brow, ” 


To 


To 
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To good old Age he ſhall arrive, 
And in his Childrens Children live. 


On reading the Warning by Mrs. Singer, 


S ack I view, wrote by a Female Pen, 


Such a grave Warning to the Sons of Men. 

Id was th' Attempt, and worthy of your Lays, 
To ftrike at Vice, and ſinking Virtue raiſe. 
Each noble Line a pleaſing Terror gives, 
A ſecret Foree in every Sentence lives. 
Inſpir'd by Virtue you could ſafely ſtand 
The fair Reprover of a guilty Land. | 
You vie with the fam'd I Propheteſs of old, 
Burn with her Fire, in the ſame Cauſe grow bold, 
Dauntleſs you undertake th' unequal Strife, 
And raiſe dead Virtue by your Verſe to Life. 
A Woman's Pen ftrikes the curs'd Serpent's Head, 
And lays the Monſter gaſping, if not dead. 


The 8th Pſalm Paraphras'd. 


Y God, th'excelling Glories of thy Name 
Through all the Earth thy Majeſty proclaim. 

Above the Skies it is that they are ſhown, 

Where Angels worſhip round thy dazling Throne. 

From thence thou ſcattereſt all thy Bleſſing round, 


And in an Infant's Lips thy Praiſes ſound. 


Thy gracious Care to ſucking Babes extends, 
And feeble ones thy Providence defends. 


O from a Suckling's Mouth now Strength ordain, 
Nor Praiſes from a liſping Muſe diſdain ! 
Aſſiſt me, Saviour, thou the Babe whoſe Breath 
Struck the Avenger to Eternal Death! 
© Inſpire thy Babe in this my ſacred Theme, 
And ſtill the Foe, whoſe Curſe is to blaſpheme. 


c t Huldab., 
When, 
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When I ſurvey thoſe wondrous Fields 0 of ir Light 
The azure Skies ſo pleaſing to my Sight: | 
With thoſe bright Orbs which high in Ether roll, 
And by their Motion rule this lower Pole: 0 
The Sun, that glorious Light, whoſe Piercing Ray 
Diſpels. the Shades, and brings the ſmiling Day ; 

The Moon that beayteous Regent ofthe Night, | 
With the fair Stars which yield a fainter Light? 
What then is Man ! that thou ſhouldſt mind his Frame, 
A wretch'd Worm defil'd with Sin and Shame! 
That thou ſhould'ſ viſit him with ſaving Grace, 
And own thy Image in his guilty Face! 

For thou haſt plac'd him but a little lower 

Than thoſe bright Hoſts, that miniſter before 

Thy Throne above! where holy Songs employ - 
Their Tongues in an Eternity of Joy. 


— 2 Wd 


Thy Love to Man thou 3 aid Now, | 
And made him Ruler of thy Works below, , , - 
The foreſt Beaſts to him their Homage pay, 

And tamer Herds his Sovereign Will obey. 

'The feather'd Clans are ſubject to his wall, * 0 
That skim the reaky Lake, or range the Hill. 
The ſcaly Shoals ſubmit to his Command, 1 

Nor can Leviathan his Force withſtand. 

The Glory of Jehovah's awful Name, 
wy Men on Earth, and Saints, in Heaven | proclaiin. 


FI 


To my Muſe, De 29. I 72 FI 


Ome Gentle M and once more lend thine Aid, 

O bring thy Succour to a humble Maid ! 
How often doſt thou liberally diſpenſe 
To our dull Breaſt thy quiek' ning Influence! 

 Bytthee inſpir'd, I'll chearful tune my Voice, 
And Love and ſacred Friendſhip make my Choice. 
In my pleas'd Boſom you can freely pour, 
A greater Treaſure than Fov2's Golden Shower 
Come now, fair Muſe, and fill my empty Mind, 
With rich. Ideas, great and — 
Inſtruct 


I I, 0 . . . I_ 0 . © 2 
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Inſtruct me in thoſe ſecret Arts that lie g 

Unſeen to all but to a Poet's Eye. 

O let me burn with Sappbo's noble Fire, 

But not like her for faithleſs Man expire. 

And let me rival great Orinda's Fame, 

Or like ſweet Phi/ome/a's be my Name. 

Go lead the way, my Muſe, nor muſt you ſtop, 

Till we have gain'd Parnaſſus ſhady Top: 

Till 1 have view'd thoſe fragrant ſoft Retreats, | 

Thoſe Fields of Bliſs, the Muſes ſacred Seats. 

PII then devote thee to fair Virtue's Fame, 
And fo be worthy of a Poet's Name. 


Theſe were the early Eſſays of her Youth at 
Poetry, in which it muſt be freely own'd that 
as there are many things good and ingenious, 
ſo there is a great deal low and juvenile ; 
which the candid underſtanding Reader will 
be ready to excuſe, from that common Rule of 
a Child's ſpeaking and writing as a Child. 
At the ſame time, the Turn of the Mind here 
evident to God and Religion, is what the 
Pious will eſteem and praiſe, and it is to be 
wiſh'd that Children may be taken here- 
with and drawn to imitate.--- It is enough (as 
her honour'd Father elegantly expreſs'd it to 
me) if they may be accepted as a green Offer- 
ing of Firſt-fruits brought to the Door of the 
Sanctuary, the promiſing Earneſt of a future 
Harveſt; at leaſt, as the firſt Liſping of the 
4 ougue at Words is a PICA Ne to the 
Ear of the Mother, and the firſt Afforts cf the 
Mind at Reaſoning delightful to a Father, ſo 

| are 
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are the firſt Riſings of a natural Genius unto 
a wiſe Obſerver, 


4 


(2.) In Proſe there are alſo many Things. 


1. Some Eſſay to write her own Life, 
which begins with Thankſgivings to God for 
diſtinguiſhing her from moſt in the World by 
the Bleſſings of Nature, Providence and 
Grace, which ſhe ſpecifies and enumerates in 
the following manner, 


..) I thank God for my Immortal Soul, 
and that Reaſon and Underſtanding which 
diſtinguiſhes me from the lower Creation. 

( 2.) For my Birth in a Chriſtian Country, 
in a Land of Light, where the true God and 
Jeſus Chriſt are known. | 

(3.) For pious and honourable Parents, 

whereby I am favour'd beyond many o- 
thers. ; 

( 4.) For faithful and godly Miniſters, who 
are. from time to time ſhewing me the Way 
of Salvation. 

| (5.) For a Polite as well as Chriſtian Edu- 
cation. 
(6.) For reſtraining Grace, that I have 

been with-held from more open and groſs Vi- 
olations of God's holy Laws. 


"Ik ; 2, Her 


ve 
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2. Her bis on Matrimony, with the 
Rules whereby ſhe reſolved to guide herſelf in 


that important Affair of Life. 

She writes of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
God in making Man a ſociable Creature; of 
the Inſtitution of Marriage in the paradiſaical 
State, and the Happineſs of the firſt Couple; 
and what alone will render Perſons happy in 
our fallen State; namely, a faithful Diſcharge 
of all the Duties of that Relation; and then 
particulariſes. the Duties, and treats of the 
Miſchiefs that follow upon the Neglect of 
them; ſhews at large what their Duty is 
who are about to enter into that State, namely, 


to ſeek to God by humble Prayer for his Di- 
rection and Conduct, and that he would over- 
rule all the Circumſtances of that momentous 
Affair, in Mercy, on which ſo much of the 
Comfort and Pleaſure of Life depends. She 
carries her Thoughts to the Afflictions and 
Temptations of that Condition, and prays for 
ſufficient Grace to carry aright under all. 
And for her Aſſiſtance in making a right 
Choice ſhe laid down a Number of Rules, 
from which ſhe reſolves never to ſtart: Some 


of them are the following, 


(1.) I would admit the Addreſſes of no 
Perſon who is not deſcended of pious and cre- 
ditable Parents. 


(2.) Who has not the Character of a ſtrict 
Moraliſt, ſober, temperate, juſt and hoaett. 
ö 13.) Diligent 
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N. ) Dig" in his dane and boden 
in Matters. 
Wo 4, Fixt i in his Ng, a eenlmik At- 
tender on the publick Worthip, and who ap- 
Pears in God's Houſe with the Gravity be- 
conn a Chriſtian,  - 
(5.) Of a ſweet and eee Temper; for 
if he be Owner of all the former good Quali- 


fications, and fails here, wy Life wil be ſtil} 
n 1 oh 


35 Many Lettetst to her honoured Father on 
various Occaſions, © 

I ſhall- only preſent you with one dated 
June 1176. 1725. 


Honoured Sir, 


Return you many Thanks for your kind 

Letters to me, which 1 read with 
vaſt Delight and Reverence, as who would 
net ſuch good and tender Lines from 
the beſt of Fathers, who has 1 55 no Coſt 
nor Pains in my Education. It is no ſmall 
| Grief to me that I anſwer them no better, 
that I have ſo little of his Soul in me, from 
whom I deſcend... I heartily embrace the 
Offer you condeſcend to make of converſing 
by Letters, by which I ſhall not only learn 
Or 00d Senſe, but alſo be inſtructed 
how to behave myſelf i in all ehe Changes and 
Conditions of Life, as becomes a Chriſtian; 
not to de too elated in Proſperity, nor ſunk 


under 
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Day did not ſuffice, but ſhe ſpent whole Nights 


politeſt Writers and their Works; could point 
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under Adverſity, but ever reſign'd to the 
Will of God in all chings. I beg your 
Prayers for me that as I grow in Years I 
may grow in Grace, and perſevere therein. 
I pray you to forgive the many Faults in 
my preſent Writing, and ſubſcribe myſelf 
* with all Humility, : | 


Your Dutiful and Obedient Daughter. 


Before She had ſeen Eighteen, ſhe had read, 
and (in ſome meaſure) digeſted all the Exgliſb 
Poetry, and polite Pieces in Proſe, printed and 
Manulcripts in her Father's well furniſh'd Li- 
brary, and much ſhe borrow'd of her Friends 
and Acquaintance, She had indeed fuch a 
Thirſt after Knowledge that the Leiſure of the 


in reading. | 

I find ſhe was ſometimes fir'd with a lauda- 
ble Ambition of raiſing the honour of her 
Sex, who are therefore under Obligations to 
her; and all will be ready to own ſhe had a 
fine Genius, and 1s to be placed among thaſe 
who have excell'd. kb. 

When I was firſt inclin'd (by the Motions 
of God's Providence and Spirit) to ſeek her 
Acquaintance (which was about the Time ſhe 
entred her nineteenth Year) I was ſurpriz d 
and charm'd to find her ſo accompliſh'd, I 
found her in a good meaſure Miſtreſs of the 


B out 
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out the Betis 3 in them, and had made many 
of their beſt Thoughts her own : And as ſhe 
went into more free Converſation, ſhe diſ- 
cours'd how admirably on many Subjects 
I grew by Degrees into ſuch an Opinion of 
her good Taſte, that when ſhe put me upon 
tranſlating a Pſal:1 or two, I was ready to 
excuſe myſelf, and if I had not fear'd to 
diſpleafe her, ſhould have deny*d her Re- 
queſt. | 
After her Marriage, which was on Auguſt 
11th 1726, her Cuſtom was once in a Month 
or two, to make ſome new Eſſay in Verſe or 
Proſe, and to read from Day to Day as much 
as a faithful Diſcharge of the Duties of her 
new Condition gave Leiſure for: and I think 
I may with Truth ſay, that ſhe made the 
ks gr of Poetry a Recreation and not a Buſi- | 
neſs | 
What greatly contributed to increaſe her 
Knowlege in Divinity, Hiſtory, Phyſick, 
Controverſy, as well as Poetry, was her atten- 
tive hearing moſt that I read upon thoſe Heads 
thro? the long Evenings of the Winters as we 
ſat together. 
Some of the many remarkable things 


following; ſome in Verſe, and more in 
Proſe. . 

November iſt 1731. She ſent her Father 
the following Letter, with an Encomium on 
Sir Richard Blackmore's Poetical Works. * 

| & 


ſhe wrote in her Marriage State are the 
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She knew it would be pleaſing enough to her 
Father, to hear her ſing in Praiſe of Sir Ri- 
chard, of whom ſhe always heard him ſpeak 
with great Eſteem ;. not as the firſt of Poets, 
but as one of the beſt ; conſecrating his Muſe 
to the Cauſe of Virtue and Religion, with a 
moſt noble Aim to inſpire the Princes and 
Nobles of the Nation, with the true Senti- 
ments of Glory and Uſefulneſs; than which 
nothing could be more worthy of a Chriſtian 
Poet and an Engliſh Patriot. And as ſuch 
He is celebrated in the following Feem. 


dt 


2 onoured Sir, 


OT having the Hippies of. bang 
* You as I deſire, I wait on you with 
© a Poem. The firſt | fourteen Lines were 
« written in 1725, and have lain by ever ſince : 
* Ladded the reſt in ſome vacant. Haurs/the 
« laſt Week. I ſubmit the whole to — 
Candor and kind Correction, which” 
« ſure they very much need, and I ſhall. with 
all Thankfulneſs receive. I find my Incli- 
nations to Poetry ſtill continue, tho“ I hope 
I do no: follow them to the omitting more 
neceſſary Things. It is my Study and En- 
deavour to be a Bleſſing, And I ask your. 
Prayers that I may be fo to You, and to all 
+ to whom 1 am related, &c, 


. . 


* 
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Pug Ott the Poems of Sir Richard Blackmore. 
H Lickmorre, thou wondrous Bard! whoſe Name 
D  mſpires 
My glowing Breaſt to imitate thy Fires. 
O that my Muſe could give a laſting Fame! 
Then ſhould my Verſe immortalize thy Name. 
hy matchleſs Lines thy inborn Worth diſplays, i 
- ZiInfpires our Souls, and fills our Mouths with Praiſe. 
Thou for Mankind's Preceptor Heaven deſign'd, 
4h o form their Manners, and inſtru@ their Mind. 
In Virtues Cauſe undaunted you engage, 0 

To ſtem the Tide of Vice, reform the Stage, 

And place the preſent with the Golden Age. 

What Eyes can view thy Heroes and not find, 
In them the lively Copy of thy Mind? 
None but a Soul profuſely great and good, 
A Soul with every princely Gift endow'd, 
„Could draw ſuch Virtues in their native Light; 
© * Virtues in which Heroic Souls delight, | 
: 750 With what ſweet Majeſty Eliza ſtands, 
While valiant Vere attends her high Commands ? 
The yanquiſh'd Gals before her Cohorts fly, 
And with their Blood the Danube's Current dye, 
Fiere pious Aribur plows the watry Main, 
Hleavens righteous Cauſe and Worſhip to maintain; 
His pious Deeds and his victorious Arms 

Are Crown'd with Peace, and Ezhe/ina's Charms. 
be virtuous Af ed next imbarqu'd we find, g 


— * 


In queſt of Wiſdom for a princely Mind, 
To Empire born, and for a Throne delign'd. | 

+ Sages and Kings alike the Prince admire, 4 
The Schools and Courts yield him his whole Deſire ; 

His Virtue, faithful Gzitbun, was thy Care; 

Nobly he fled the lewd Sicillan Fair! 

C haſt he return'd, and as an Angel wile, 
And more than Crowns be found in fair E/#hq's Eyes. 
„Thus 4tbur, Alfred, and Eliza ſtand, 
Drawn for Examples by your matchleſs Hand. 
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K 
Had but the Mani uan ſelt that heavenly Fire, g 
That warms thy Breaſt, when ere you tune the Lyte, 
Rome ne er had known a Rival in her Praiſe, , | 
Nor to Auguſta ere reſign'd the Bayes. Wet ac | 
To facred Numbers next your Lyre is ſtrung,” 
And Myſteries Divine flow from your Ton gue. 
W hatHeart's not ſad, whatEye flows not with Ten, 
When Fob in all the Pomp of Grief appears? 
His learned Friends in vain attempt and try A 
God's ſecret Springs of acting to deſcry; © 
And Job condemn, till God does juſtify. 
With Hrael's Pſalmiſt next in chearful Lays- 
| Raptur'd 1 in ſacre] Love and heavenly Praiſe 
To Ifae!'s God your purer Offerings riſe, 
For a ſweet Smell and grateful Sacrifice. 
No more ſhall Epicarian Doctrine find e 
Pelief in any but a ſickly Mind 01610 
Nor will the Stagirite again rerſwade, | 5 | 


"f ' 


»Twas not in Time theſe mighty Orbs were made, 
Who read Creation by your Wit diſplay'd. 

Nor the bold Ariar, whoſe blaſphemous Breath . 
The impure Steam of ſulphurous Hell and Dearth, 


Shall ſcan the Almighty's Ways, his Truths deny, 
And from the Saviour tear the Deity : 


No more ſhall He the gazing World delude, 
Nor on Mankind his helliſh Schemes obtrude ; 
While you Redemption ſing our Faith does cry, 
My God, my God, I ſee thy Deity ! 

O happy Land ! and of unrival'd Fame, * 
That claims thy Birth, and boaſts ſo great a Name 
Albion alone is bleſt with ſuch a Son, 


A Birth to Ages paſt, and Thee, O Greece, unknown. 


"Fer Father in his next Letter calbd this 
Poem a rich Preſent, and told her his Opinion 
that Sir Richard and his Works were worthy 
of her higheſt Eſteem, and far above all her 
Praiſes. That he was properly the Chriſtian 
Poet, and after the Reverend Dr, Watts the 


- Laureat 
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Laurcati in the Church of Chriſt. That he 
knew eit was his Purity and Virtue, his Piety 
and Devotion that charm'd her Heart: And 
that this well became the Daughter and Wife 

of a Miniſter of the Goſpel. He added, That 
r Richard had merited unſpeakably of the 
EY Age he liv'd in, and that he hop'd future 
= Times would be more juſt to pay the Debt. 
That he was pleas'd with her praying for his 
Family ; That ſhe had enough of his Eſteem, 
and on much better Accounts than her Poetic 
Genius ; even the Ornament of a meek and 
gracious Spirit, which 1s of much greater 
Frice in the Eyes of God and Man.— It is 
your ſhinin erden (ſays he) that you deſire 
to be a Bleſſing. God make you ſo more and 
more to us all, and to your dear Son in 
particular. The Lord bleſs him and keep 
him. 

When ſhe had read Mr. Waller's Poems, 
it appears that ſhe was ſtruck with the pleaſing 
Admiration of him alſo; as for the Beauty of 

his Thoughts, ſo more eſpecially for the Purity 
of his St vie and Delicacy of Language. It was 
He that heirs us the Simplicity and Eaſineſs 
of Expreſſion, which has ever ſince been the 
Cnaracter of our beſt Writers. 


On the Incomparable Mr. Waller. 


AIL, chaſte Uraniz / thy Aſſiſtance bring, 
And fire my Breaſt while I attempt to ſing, 
Ia artleſs 3 Faller the Poets King. 
Waljer, 


= 
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Walkr, the tureful Name my Soul inſpires, 
And kindles in thy Breaſt poetic Fires. 

Hail mighty Genius ! Favourite of the Nine! 
Thy Merits in four Reigns diftinguiſh'd ſhine, 
Country and- Court, alternate, you enjoy, (ploy. 
One claims thy nobler Thoughts, and one thy Mule em- 

Chaſte is thy Muſe, and lofty is her Song, 

Softer than Ovid, and like Virgil ſtrong, 
Much thee thy Country, more its Language owe, 
All that adorns it is receiv'd from you. 
What weighty Senſe does in thy Works abound. 
And Sterling Lines are in thy Poems found. 
In ſweeteſt Numbers you your Thoughts expreſs, 
The juſteſt Standard of our Exgliſß Verſe, 
A tender Paſſion every Boſom warms, 

When ere you ſing of Sachariſſa's Charms, 
O lovely Maid ! mild as the morning Light, 
When firſt its Beams ſalute our longing Sight, 
As Virgin Fountains in their Baſons rowl, 
So calm, ſo bright is Sachariſſa's Soul. 
As the fierce Sun, by his meridian Rays, 
Exhales the Moiſture from this lower Earth; 
Again at Night by Dews the Fields repays, 
That Nature labours with a double Birth : - 

So you engroſs in your capacious Soul 

All that the World Polite and Learned call. 

But in your Works you do repay the whole, 

With large Additions of your own to all, 

O happy Ifle that bare a Son ſo bright, 

Of whom the Ages ſince have learnt to write. 


1 


An Invitation into the Country, in Imitation 
of Horace, left only in a rough Copy. 


ROM the ſoft Shades, and from the balmy Sweets 
Of Meaford's flow'ry Vales, and green Retreats, 
Your abſent De/:a to her Father fends, | 


And prays to ſee him ere the Summes ends. 
B 4 Now 
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Now while the Earth's with beauteous Verdure dy'd, 
And Fora paints the Meads in all her Pride; | 
While leaden Trees Pomonia's Bounty own, 

And Ceres Treaſures do the Fields adorn, 

From the thick Smokes, and noiſy Town, O come, 
And in thefe Plains a while forget your Home. 

Tho' my ſmall Incomes never can afford, 

Like wealthy C2 /u:, to regale a Lord; 

No Ivory Tables groan beneath the Weight 

Of ſumptuous Diſhes, ſerv'd in maſſy Plate: 

The Foreſt ne'er was ſearch'd for Food for me, 
Nor from my Hounds the timerous Hare does flee : 
No leaden Thunder ſtrikes the Fowl in Air, 

Nor from my Shaft the winged Death do fear: 
With ſfi;ken Nets I ne'er the Lake deſpoil, 

Nor with my Bait the larger Fiſh beguile. 
No luſcious Sweet-Meats, by my Servants plac'd 
Tn curious Order, ere my Table grac'd : | 
Jo pleaſe the Taſte, no rich Burgundian Wine, 

In chryſtal Glaſſes on my Side-board ſhine ; 

The luſcious Sweets of fair Cauaries Iſle 

Ne er fill'd my Casks, nor in my Flaggons ſmile : 
No Wine, but what doeg from my Apples flow, 
My frugal Houſe on any can beſtow : 

Except when. Cæſar's Birth-day does return, 

And joyful Fires throughout the Village burn; 
'Then moderate each takes his chearful Glaſs, 

And our good Wiſhes to Auguſtus pals. 
But tho' rich Diinties never ſpread my Board, 
Nor my cool Vaults Calabrian Wines afford; 

Yet what is neat and wholeſome I can ſpread, 
My good fat Bacon, and our homely Bread, 
With which my healthful Family is fed. 1 
Milk from the Cow, and Butter newly churn'd, 

And new freſhCheeſe, with Curds and Cream juſt turn'd. 

For a Deſert upon my Table's ſeen 

The Golden Apple, and the Melon green; 

The bluſhing Peech and gloſſy Plumb there lies, 

And with the Mandrake tempt your Hands and Eyes. 


This 
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This I can give, and if you'll here repair, ; * 
ic] | 


To flake your 'Thirſt a Cask of Autumn Beer, * 
Reſerv'd on purpoſe for your drinking here. 

Under the ſpreading Elms our Limbs we'll lay, Mer 

While fragrant Zephirs round our Temples play. 
Retir'd from Courts, and Crouds, ſecure we'll ſet, 
And freely feed upon our Country Treat. 008 
No noiſy Faction here ſhall dare intrude, 
: Or once diſturb our peaceful Solitude. r 
' No ſtately Beds my humble Roofs adorn | 
Of coſtly Purple, by carv'd Panthers born. 

Nor can I boaſt Arabia's rich Perfumes, ' + © 

Diffuſing Odours thro' our ſtately Rooms. 
For me no fair Egyptian plies the Loam, | 
But my fine Linnen all is made Home. 

Tho' I no Down or Tapeſtry can ſpread, 

A clean ſoft Pillow ſhall ſupport your Head. 

Fill'd with the Wool from off my tender Sheep, | 

On which with Eaſe and Safety you may ſleep. 

The Nightingale ſhall lull you to your Reſt, TR 

And all be calm and ſtill as is your Breaſt. k 


$ + 
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I. might add to. theſe ſome Pieces of Wir 
and Humour, which if publiſn'd would. give 
a brighter. Idea of her to ſome ſort of Readers; 
but. as her Heart was ſet upon graver and bet- 
ter Subjects, and her Pen much oftner em- 
ploy*d about them, fo I chuſe to omit them, 
tho* innocent enough, and to preſerve the 
Memory of her Ingenuity only 4 the fore- 
mention'd, and two or three more Occa- 
ſional Pieces, that will be inſerted in their 
Place. N 
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X2.) We come now to Things more ſerious 
and. profitable, in Proſe, tho* many of them 
very melancholy, being writ under the more 
immediate Cares and Diſtreſſes of her Mind 
about her Spiritual State. 


I ſhall firſt inſert a long and broken Letter 
to her Father, in which you will ſee (as her 
Father expreſſes it) the Natural Workings of 
a broken contrite Spirit, in the Depths 4 
Humiliation, Shame and Fear and Grief; 
in the lively Efforts of Faith, Hope, Bahre 


and gracious Love. 


* 


Honourid Sir, 


Have been about writing to you a great 
* while, but thinking I could better 
* ſpeak than write my Thoughts caus'd me 
to delay. But not knowing how long it 
may be before I ſee you by reaſon of the 
Weather, and my preſent Indiſpoſition, I take 
© this Opportunity to trouble you with my 
Fears and. Doubts. I know of none in this 
World I can ſo well apply to for Comfort 
© as yourſelf, and I doubt not but you are 
© both able and willing to adviſe me how to 
© behave under them. 

© This is the ſhort and broken Account of 
my Soul at preſent. Sometimes my Sins 
come preſiing on my Mind, and appear ſo 
black and numerous that Iam quite amazed, 
I look all around, and ſee a World of Vani- 


ties, 
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© ties, which can yield me no Comfort, much leſs 

any Help. Only in Chriſt is my Help 
found; O that Ihad Faith to lay hold on him, 
and Love to join my Soul to him! —— The 
© laſt Week I was in great Diſtreſs, I could 
not go to Chriſt, nor hope in him, nor pray 
to him, nor take any Comfort from any 
thing I heard, read or diſcours'd about. 
l ſeem in amaze, that ſucha Sinner as 
I, am ſpar*d from day to day; and admire at 
the Patience of God in giving me a Space for 
< Repentance. O that he would give me 
Grace to repent! Often in a Day I 
* think what would become of me if I ſhould 
« die? I think, if it were poſſible, I could 
open my very Breaſt, and tear the accurſed 
thing Sin out of it. But ſince I can't wholly 
take it out, or drive it out, I look to God 
for his Grace that I may more mortify and 
* ſubdue it, and prevent its reigning in me. 
— Sometimes I feel in a Tumult by rea- 
<* ſon of blaſphemous Thoughts crowding in 
upon me, and wicked, revengetul, quarrel- 
© ſome Thoughts riſing up in me. I find alſo 
< raſh paſſionate Expreſſions ready to break 
© thro* the Doors of my Lips. Yet I bleſs 
© God who has reſtrain'd me by his Grace 
* from conſentiag to the one, or uttering the 

other. I hope I can truly ſay, My Soul ab- 

* hors them. I often mourn the Loſs. of 
< that Time J have ſpent in reading uſeleſs 
Books, which I am ſenſible had be:zn better 
B 6 improv'd 
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F pro | in working out my Souls Salvati- 
_ © on. I frequently take up that Lamentation, 
* How have I hated Inſtruction, Sc. - I 
feel my Heart at times harder than an Ada- 
mant, at other times by reaſon of God's 
Terrors I am diſtracted. The Things that 
once appear'd innocent Amuſements, now 
appear to be ſinful, It ainazes me to think 1 
that one ſo young as I, ſcarce Twenty Years 
old, ſhould have heap'd up ſo much Sin 
and Guile, I dare not ſtay away from the 
Houſe of God, but when I am there, m 
Heart is as the Way Side, and Stony Ground 
to the Seed ſown. I am very ſenſible, 
the? it is my Duty to apply to you for Ad- 
vice, that it is not in the Power of the dear- 
eſt and holieſt Relation in the World to 
afford me any more than their Pity, Prayers 
and Counſels. The Thoughts. of my Ap- 
proaching every Day nearer to the Grave, 
iin ſuch a Condition, adds to my Terror and 
= © Diſtreſs. O let not Death come upon me 
i} 


La 
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© until God is in and thro* Chriſt reconciled 
. © unto me! But amidſt all my Spiritual Trou- 
<- bles that Text has afforded me ſome Com- 
fort,. Shall be bring to the Birth, and not 
— "cauſe to bring forth? od 
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I cart but hope after all, that God has { 
C begun a good Work in me; and will he not 0 
carry it on and finiſh it? I would hope that 
* in his own Time he will deliver my Soul 
from 
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from all her Sins and Fears. I bleſs God 


I have not been without Support and Con- 
ſolations from him in my dark Hours, — 

I have been much at a loſs about laying hold 
and applying the Promiſes, and when T have 
been ſearching my Bible to find out a Pro- 
miſe, that Scripture has come full in my 
Mind, What haſt thou to do to take my Cove- 
nant into thy Mouth ? — But I have lately 
met with a Book of Mr. Calamy's that 
has greatly inſtructed and comforted me on 
that Head. know not what to think 
of myſelf ; ſometimes I fear I never had an 
Intereſt in Chriſt, but am an Hypocrite: 
At other times I think Iam ſincere: I am 
ſure I deſire to be ſo. I am more mor- 
tify'd to the World ſince the Earthquake, 
and love it lefs. I deſire and pray I may 
be ſo wiſe as to lay up my Treaſure in Hea- 
ven where it will be ſure ; and to have my 
Heart there alſo. I commend myſelf 


mow, Honoured Sir, to your Bleſſing and 


Prayers, which I doubt not but I conſtant- 
ly have, and remain your dutiful Daugh- 
ter. | 

Medford, December 6. 1727. 


_ Her Father was ready and careful to An- 


{wer all her Letters, and to be ſure therefore 
could not let this want a ſpeedy Anſwer,— 


* The Godly Man's Ark. 
The 


„ IF 
The Day he received it, he anfwer'd 3 it in the 
following Words, 


2 Dear Child, 

Have your long and melancholy Letter, 
-© but ſcarce Time to read it ;, Mrs. 
0 1 — calls in for a Minute. O how good 
© js God in his Awakenings to you? He alſo 


< will be your Comforter. He wounds and he 
© heals. Why art thou caſt down, O my Soul, 


© and why art thou diſquieted within me ? Hepe 
* ww in God, for I praiſe him 


My Soul grieves for you, and rejoices in you, 


and I long to be with you. You area 
© thouſand times dearer to me than ever. The 


Devil envies and hates you, but God loves 
*. you, and will help and fave you. Go to 
him, and keep with him, and his Grace in 
* Chriſt Jeſus be with you. Rejoice in the 


Tord always, and again I ſay rejoice, 


- Deremoer 8. 1727. 


But there is 2 fuller and more particular 


Anſwer dated the next Day; which was a 
vaſt Comfort to her, and may ſo to ſome of 
my Readers under the like Circumſtances, for 


whoſe Benefit it is here inſerted 3 wherein her 


Father thus addrefles her. 


Your loving Father.— 
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My Dear Child, el San f. 
* XY OUR Letter of the 6th Inſtant both 
6 affects and comforts me exceedingly. 
© I tenderly feel all your Tears and Diſtreſs, © 
the Pain and Anguiſh of your Soul, and 
am diſtreſſed for you. But I rejoice too to 


| © ſee you ſorrowing after a godly Sort, for 


© podly Sorrow worketh Repentante unto Salua- 
« tion never to be repented of. Think it not 
« {ſtrange (my Deareſt) that you are under 
* ſuch Preſſure of Spirit, and are bow*d down ' 
« heavily, for it is no more than what many 
© of the dear Children of God have ex 
* enc'd, and they have been to them as che 
* Pangs of the New Birth: Theſe will be re- 
* membred with Joy if you are indeed born 
© to God; as the Sorrows of Childbed are 
forgotten for Joy that there is a Child 
© born. | 
Thanks be to God who makes Sin, and 
the Sins of your Youth (which yet has been 
very innocent if compared to that of many 
other Young People, who have nevertheleſs 
become eminent for Grace and Holineſs)” 
appear ſo evil and amazing to you; and 


. © Thanks be to God who gives you ſuch a 


« Senſe of the Vanity of all things under the 
Sun, without an Intereſt in Chriſt and a 
© better Life: Let theſe united Convictions 
carry you to him as all your Salvation. | 

© You admire the Patience of God toward 
you; O admire his Grace and Favour to 
1 - you, 
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you, that he is now, and thus early, work- 
ing on you by his Holy Spirit; convincing 
and awakening you, humbling and ſtriving 
* with you. You think what would become 
© of you if you ſhould die! But thank God 
that the Day of Life and of Grace is ſtill 
continued, and make your renewed Flight 
to the Lord Jeſus for Pardon and Cleanſing, 
and the cloſing of your Soul with him; and 
«.truſt your Soul with him, Zea tho? he ſlay 
me I will truſt in him. 
It ought greatly to comfort you, that you 
can fay, You think of your Sins with loath- 
ing — hatred, that you deſire to get Sin 


mortify'd and ſubdued that it may not reign 


in you. This is a Sign of true Grace, and 
« if it be the abiding governing Frame of your 
: « Soul, 1t will be a happy Fruit and Evidence 
of it: the Lord fix and increaſe this in 
© you. . : ; 
O I hope God means of his free Grace 
to make you a holy and happy Woman, a 
gracious Wife, Mother, and Miſtreſs in your 
_ © Houſe, a Bleſſing in your Place, and bleſſed 
for ever. I have Joy in you, my dear Child, 
in chis Hope and Proſpect. 
l am ſorry to hear of the Temptations that 
« affault you, but rejoice in the Reſtraints you 
« ſpeak * Chriſt himſelf was thus tempted, 
and ſo have all the dear Children of God 
been; He is able to ſuccour them that are 
4 tempted, and ready to do it; and to bruiſe 
« Satan 
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Satan under their Feet, > Fly to him, who 
knows how to have Compaſſion, and -who 
faid to Peter, I have !prayed fot thee 
that thy Faith fail not, tho* Satan has dgſir d 
to fift thee. He ſaid to Paul as he cry'd 
thrice under the Thorn, My Grace is ſu gi 


for thee. 


Fou mourn the time ſpent in reading uſe- 
leſs Books; you do well, Iam glad you ſee 
the Emptineſs and Folly of them : Mr. 
Turell has a Library for you to be repairing 
to, let him put proper and profitable Books - 
into your Hand. 
* ' Thoſe things which once appear'd to you 
to be but innocent Amuſements, now a 
pear to be Sins, you ſay. Iam glad to ſee 
theSenſe you have of the Appearance of Evil, 
and the Weight of the leaſt Sins upon your 
tender Soul. Becauſe Jabs Heart was 
tender the Lord loved him, and tbe high 
and lofty One looks to him that is of a contrite 
Spirit, to revive the Spirit of the humble, and 
the Heart of the contrite ones. To be fure 
there is a great deal of Sin ina vain and care- 
leſs trifling away our Time and Days. But 
Satan will be ready now to accuſe and terrify 
and amaze you by hideous Repreſentations 
of your youthful Vanities, which is one of 
his Wiles and Devices when he can't keep a 
Soul ſecure and fearleſs in Sin. Remember, 
my Dear, the infinite Mercies and Com- 
Fenn of God to a repenting Sinner, _ 
n (9 Ca 8 1 


„ Te LIFB of 
* caſts'a periſhing Soulon the Merits of Chriſt, 
How was the Prodigal Son received of his 

Father? Read Tue 15. How was the Wo- 

man that had been a great Sinner receiv'd 

. by Chriſt, when ſhe lay at᷑ his Feet? Luke vii. | 
144 And what Grace did the trembling | 

Woman find in his fight ? Luke viii. 47. And 

are your Sins ſo many and great, my Child, | 

that they maynt find the like Mercy? yea 
and like Love from Chrift ? Do not fear, 
de not it in the leaſt: Be not afraid 

with any Amazements: traſt in free, rich, 0 

© ſovereign, infinite Mercy. You are a- 1 

6 
. 


* maz'd that one fo young as you ſhould have 

„ heapꝰd up ſuch a Load of Guilt, you ſay: 

* Oftanda amazed at what God has wrought i in 

* Chriſt Jeſus for the Salvation of the greateſt . 

© 'Sianers ; having laid on Him the Iniquity 

© of us all and called every weary and heavy 
© laden Sou to him for Reſt] Ah my Child, 0 
* thy Sins are few and little compar'd to 
* Thoufands of whom Chriſt has ſaved ! 
* And were thy Sins a thouſand fold more and 

© preater than they are, they would be all for- 

given upon thy penitent believing Flight to 
* Chrift for Pardon and Sanctification. Yet , 
« your Sins ſhould appear as they do to you, 

© if they had not been half ſo many and great 
bas they are. 

* As a Father pitieth his Children, fo the 
Lord them that fear him, Pal. ciii. And if 
© earthly Parents know ow to give good 7 __ 10 

« their 
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« their Children, ſhall not your Heavenly Father 
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give his mw hee to them that ask bim? 
Matth. vii. O how would 1 give you 
© Grace, Ren Comfort, if it were in my 
* Power ! but the Bowels of Chriſt are mov'd 


© infinitely more to you, if he ſees in you the 


.* Mournings of a true Repentance. The Fa- 


ther of your Fleſh don't love you, in compa- 
riſon of the Father of your Spirit, the Fa- 


* ther of Mercies. 


O my dear Child, mag- 


nify your Heavenly Father, believe him, 


* confide in him, caft your Care upon him, 


caſt your ſelf into his gracions Hands; and 
read what he ſays to you, Fear noi Fan 


duch thee, be not diſmay'd, I am thy God, As © 
I live, ſaith the Lord God, I have no Pleaſure 


* that the Sinner ſhould die; but that he turn 
and live. Tho” your Sins be as Scarlet they 
* (hall be as Wool, the red as Crimſon they Ju 


v be as Snow, 


ball be bring to the Birth and not cauſe to 


* bring forth? Will be quench the ſmoaking Flax, 
© or break the bruiſed Reed? No, no: Be con- 


« fident of this very thing, that he who hath be- 


gun a good Work in you will perform it to the 
g D of Chriſt. But he will be enquir'd of, 
* and ſought unto, and you mult continue in 
© Prayer, and in a diligent Walk with God, 
in all the Means of Grace private and pub- 
* lick : Watch unto Prayer with all Perſe- 


* verance. 


© Bleſſed 
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- * Bleſſed be God for the Comforts you taſte 


at times: O be very thankful for them, 


prize them, and live on them, when Dark- 
* neſs returns. And ſtill follow God in the 
* Dark. God won't leave you comfortleſs. He 
* will come to you, and I hope is laying a 


Foundation for Peace and Joy in the Holy 


« Ghoſt, and a happy pleaſant Life under his 
Light, and in the Senſe of his Love thro? 
«* Chriſt, 5 . 
Satan would turn Scriptures againſt you, 
< which are not meant to any in your preſent 
Frame; and wreſt thoſe from you which 


belong to you. bat haſt thou to do to take 


© "my Covenant into thy Mouth? Yes; every 


© awakned, humble, mournful Soul, bleeding 


6. for Sin with a broken Heart, has a Right to 


©. take hold on God's Covenant, and on all 
* the. Promiſes and Mercies of it; flying 
© thereto for Refuge as the Hope ſet before 


© him. —Turn to the ſtrong Hold, ye Priſoners of 


© Hope. | | 

Nothing is there in your preſent Caſe, 
the Senſe of your own Hardneſs and Stupi- 
dity, and Fears of your Hypocriſy, but 


* 


” 


what is common to the Children of God; 
eſpecially under the firſt Workings of the 
Spirit on their Souls. —— You ſay you 
deſire to be more and more mortify*d to the 
* World ; and that you daily ſee leſs and lels 
in it, and that you hope and pray to be made 
wi ſe for your Soul and Eternity. And will 

| not 
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not this comfort you? Whilſt you are look- 
ing leſs to the things that are 235 and more 
to thoſe things which are unſeen and eternal, 
you are and will be F tting more above ane 
looſe from this World, and be ripening for a 

better, God keep you in theſe Deſires and 


Prayers, and give you Treaſure in Heaven, 
where I hope your Heart is. 


My Dear, my Joy, and my crown! What 


Thanks can I give to God for you! how can 
I bleſs him enough for what he is doing far 
you ! If I may be a Parent of a Child of 
God by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, how ſhould 
my Heart rejoice, even mine What a glad 
Father ſhould I be in awiſe Child ? wiſe to 
Salvation! God Almighty bleſs thee, and in- 
creaſe his Grace in thee z make thee fruitful 
and multiply thee z cauſe his Face to ſhine 
on thy Soul; upon his own Work in thee 
give the Bleſſing of Abraham to thee and to 
thy Seed, and fay of thee that thou ſhalt be 
a Blefling : Make thee a happy Mother, and 
a better Parent to thine than I have heen to 
thee. 

Pray for your Parents and Sifter daily, 
that we may ſee you in Heaven, and be 
bleſſed together in a moſt indiſſoluble Re- 
lation; and by a Life full of Grace endear 


yourſelf more and more to your dear Spoule 
and to us. 


« Live 


46 " I .S4EE of. -: 


Live cheerfully with thy whom. thou 
joyeſt, and to whom thou art eſpouſed; with 
Him in Heaven which is Chriſt ; and with 

c him on Earth who will love tee as Chriſt 
© Joved his Church, and help thee on in thy 

Way to Heaven. Make Mr. TurelPs Lite 

© eaſy and pleaſant by ſeeing you fo. — But 

«© as you fay, © Chriſt muſt help you, enligh- 


118 ten and comfort you. We can only. give 


« you our Pity, Prayers and Counſels; look off 
from us, look up to Chrift ; and we will be 
+ doing this with you and for you: and He 
for his own Names ſake, vo of his meer 
.* Compaſſions, will do abundantly beyond all 
© that we can ask or think. May He ſpeak 


Peace to you, and his Peace keep your Soul 


Four loving Father. 
Bellen, December 9. 1727. 


Tour Mother is better, and ſends her 
Bleſſing,” 


Her next Letter was a very excellent one to 
her Siſter a few Weeks after, 


| Ay Dear and only Sifter, 


= 5 not forgetful of each other. I am 


ſure my Thoughts. are often employ*d about 


£ you, and I am daily concern'd for you. You 
have now juſt paſt your,Childhood, and are 
arriv'd to that Stage of Life which is molt 

88 * 


we are abſent, I hope we are 


ler 


oft 
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expos'd to Snaresand Temptations and ac- 
3 as you behave in it, your Reflecti- 
« ons will beuncaly or comfortable ag aro 
Think not the ' Counſels of a Siſter, - who 


* loves you as her ſelf, unſeaſonable; or the 


« Effect of melancholy Vapours. No, It is 
from the beſt Love to you, and my great 
« Deſire to ſee you virtuous and 
Wet me warn you then of the Vanity and 


Deceit there is in all Worldly Things, and 


urge you to imploy your Time in working out 


* yourSoul's Salvation; and therefore in learn- 


ing thoſe things that will help you Heaven- 
ward; and not ſpend it in thoſe Pleaſures 
that will not profit, or in thoſe Follies and 
Sins which will in the End bite like a Ser- 

« pent,and ſting like an Adder. Lou have 


* a precious Opportunity for Inſtruction and 


Improvement under the beſt of ᷑arthly Fa- 
© thers, O then improve it to the beſt Pur- 
© poſes, leſt you provoke God to deprive you 
of your Advantages, and take away your 
Father from your Head. O remember 

* your Creator now, dyen- now in the Days of 

your Youth : Let him have your firſt Love 
* and Service : Keep in Mind what Chriſt the 


© Wiſdom, of God ſays, I love them that love 


me, and thoſe that ſeek me early ſhail find me. 
Fly to that great Shepherd who takes the 
Lambs in his Boſom. He greatly delights 
in the Virtue and Piety of Young Per- 


5 ſons, When the Young Man in the Goſ- 


« pel 
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< pel came to Him-with his ſerious Enquiries 


about Eternal Life, Jeſus beheld him and 


© loved him. Foſeph was beloved of his God 
© for his early Piety, and becauſe he fcar*d to 
© {in ' againſt him in private, Moſes was 
< honour'd of God, and was taken into the 
© neareſt and moſt intimate Acquaintance with 


© him, becauſe he deſpis*d the Pleaſures of E. 


« 'xypt, and choſe to ſuffer Affliction with the 
© People of God. God reveal'd himſelf to pious 


Samuel while he was yet a Child. Becaufe | 


young 72/ab's Heart was tender, therefore 
God brought not the Evils in his Days. 
6:9; imothy was remarkable alſo for his early 
Piety, and he was ordain'd young a Biſhop 
* at' Epheſus. 

Theſe and many more ſhining Examples 
might be produc'd. Look into your Bible 
and read Kan and O that you might pro- 
fit by reading them ! But I cannot leave you 
without offering you one more, and that is 
the -incomparable Pattern and Example 


© which our Jord Jeſus Chriſt has left unto | 


young People to copy after: O read his 
Life over and over, as it is given you by the 


© © Evangeliſts, and conform yours to it as far 


06> ap poſiible Beg of him his Holy Spirit, and 
*. gracious Aſſiſtances; and he will own your 
© Endeavours, and accept you. O how does 
© God delight in the Blooms of his Gardens! 
- "The Scent is fragrant 1 in his Noſtrils l 


10 


— 
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any your precious Time in reading 
2 or idle Poems, which tend gal | 
to raife falſe Ideas and impure ' Images in 
. and leave eee egen 


5 Flee 2 outhful Luſts; Aud follow wy Ho- 
Vue ſt, Wwiibattt aubich» 0 Man ee the 
Lord. Let it be your — Card to be- 
gin and end every Day with ſecret Prayer 
to God, and reading a Portion of the Holy 
Scriptures, Be diligent at Werk, eat not 
_ Bread of Jdlenets, Have reſpe& to all 

's Commandments. Never dare to pro- 
00 Gods Name, or Sabbath. Be dutiful 
and ſhew all Reverence to your Parent. O 
remember the Fifth Commandment z ſtudy 
the Promiſes and Threatnings of it. Put 
away all Childiſh things, Behave yourſelf 
N and like a Chriſtian, to all with 
whom you converſe. Indulge not a paſſionate 
or fretful Temperʒ much leſs a Makes or in- 
ſulting Carriage towards the meaneſt Servant 
in the Family. Be obliging, and modeſt, and 
humble, fo ſhall you deſerve and have the 
Eſteem of every Body. Hearken to In- 
ſtruction, and let your Ears he open to Re- 
proof. Be reh eo and pray Der them 
that are ſo kind as to admoniſh you, Be 
contented: with your Lot 3 wifh not your- 
ſelf in another's Place, or that you had ano- 
. ther's Liberty. There are but tew in Lawn 
Havour'd on all Arcon as you are: think 


© io, 


A 


AN 
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- © ſo, and 'bieſ God for diſtinciiſhing you. 
have many more things to ſay when I ſee 

you. So earneſtly beſeeching you to tufn 
to the Lord, in and thro' Jeſus Chriſt; to 
the keeping of whoſe Grace I commend both 


Po _ 8 mine, Ha 
K | vas” Wh > -# « 1 . 442 e * 


1 am "meg loving Siſter, 5 


EF = SW ws 


This Leiter was too bod to be overtock'd 
by her Father; I find him preſently making 
the following ouſt Juſt, ma 5 molt F 
N upoig for it. 2 

arte e 22 21. 1727. 


of 7 


25 Dear Child, 
T Abby has your dear Letter: ſhe thanks 
| 06 for it 3 your Mother and I do fo > 
more. We love you more than ever. We 
© prize it beyond an Ingot of Gold. It is 
more precious than Rubies, an Ornament of 
Grace, and better than Chains for the Neck. 
© Your Siſter can't read it for Tears: may it 
enter deep into her Heart. You have done 
© aSiſter*s part, and acted like One converted 
to God, deſiring to carry your only and 
younger Siſter with you. You have amaſs'd « 
the moſt excellent Rules for her, with the 
ſtrongeſt Motives, and put them in wy. 
Order. Your Letter is worthy to be prin 
in Types of Gold. Such is your Father's | 
s Efteem of it! What then think you is his Joy 
in 


1 


, 


<< 


* 
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in you for writing of it ? .. G on, in 
Deareſt, in your Are for your on Soul, 
and the, Souls of your dear Relatives. 
Continue N tender Solicitude for your 
dear Siſter, God malte her a Bleſſing to you, 
and your Crown; as Tou are to us. When 
God gives you Children, as E hope he will, 
take ſuch Care of them, more and better 


than we have of you; and may the Bleſſing 
of Abrabam be on them. —- And now. 


Dear, live joy fully with him thou loveſt, = 
tendereſt of Husbands; and go gladly with 
him towardHeaven ; be help'd by him along 
and be helpful to him. Your Mother 1s 


melted with your Letter, and ſends you a 
thouſand Loves, 


A 


1 nome 4 or: nene Father.” 
» * a 

* I have ſeveral more Letters to ſhow, mich 
5 'B ſhe wrote me from Boſton in the, Year 1729, 


cl: in equal ſtrains of Piety, A. Paragraph or two 
; ſhall be offered. - | 
% l commit my ſelf and my Caſe into 
: the Hands of a wiſe and gracious God, who 
165 knows, what is beſt for me; and wha will 
order all things for the belt. . O m:y.I con- 
Bf tinue-in.this Faith and Prayer, and ſo be 
«« prepar d for the great Deliverances I ſtand 
in. need of; beth len Soul and Body. 
* „Again, 3. k i, 2 * 
„, l than jr for your good Advice 
10 and Counſelz, nd, pray I may. have Grace 
given me 5 . agreeably, I have had 


large | 
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0 tange'f ce of the Goodneſs of God 

« in my former Travatls, as well as thro* my 
„ whole-Life, He is the ſame God, and the 
« ſame to me: His Arm is not ſhortned, and 
„ 1 daily experience his Power and Good. || + 
«< neſs in rving both the Tree and Fruit; © 
J therefore will truſt in Him. Let me al- 
„ ways have your Prayers and Counſels. 1, 
<< take leave, commending you to the Care 
and Keeping of God's Grace and Provi- © 
dende, praying him to watch over us while 
„e are apart, to cauſe us to rejoice her 
*in this World, cer in a — 


0 bur "_— dutiful Wife. 


* 


Here follows a ekable — 5 ſhe wrote 
me from her Chamber. „ 


2 Dear, 
OU muſt forgive my gamer d in not 
uttering my Griefs to day. I thought 
„ you might have gueſs d the State of my 
* Mind by my Countenance. I am under 
great Fears and Doubts, about my Eternal 
Welfare, and my Soul is exceeding heavy. 
« My Sins ſtare me in the Face, my Guilt, 
% confounds me. T have ſinned againft ſuch | 
& clear Light and fo many Mercies, that I 
e am aſham'd and bluſh to lift up my Face to 
God. One particular that grieves me to 
Day 1s * beng over merry in * 
4 "2 THe 


cc 
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s the haſt Night. Another, that L can't 
„ pray without the utmoſt Confuſedneks. : 


_* When I riſe from my Knees I tremble for 


fear I have enhanc'd my Guilt 3 and that 
«* Scripture diſtreſſes me,. The Prayers of the 
&© Witked ane an Abomination to the Lord: Yet 


+ Lfollow:after God in the Dark, and hope 


he vill be found of me, and be better to me 
« than my Fears. What ſhall Ido? tell me 
«. freely, and reſolve me quick . 
Four diſtreſs'd Wife. 
Upon the Receipt of this Script I obſerved 
unto her, that it was truly an Infixmity, and 
a very faulty one, to hide her Griefs; it being 
no other than a piece of Cruelty upon herſelf, 
and aggravated, in as much as ſhe had many a 


* 
4 


time found Relief by laying them open to her 


Friends. That God only knows the Hearts 
of all the Children of Men, and that the Coun- 
tenance is a moſt uncertain. Rule for any to 
gueſs the State of a Perſon by. - As to her 
Fears and Doubts about her Eternal Welfare 
founded on the Greatneſs of her Sins, I told 
her ſhe! well knew. it was as eaſy for infinite 
Power and Mercy and Grace to fave from ma- 


ny Sins as from few, from great as from ſmall; 


that the Promiſe of Pardon was made to true 


Penitents let the Degree of their Guilt be what 
it would. That the Particular ſhe mention'd, 


of being over merry in Company, prov'd no- 
thing againſt her. Her Heart's troubling her 


for it was like David's Heart ſmiting him 


C 3 for 
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for cutting off Saul's Skirt; which for any 
thing that appears in Scripture, proceeded 
from meer Tenderneſs of Conſcience, a Fear 
leaſt ſomething might be amiſs. Tha ther not 
being able to pray with deſirꝰd Compoſure and 
Affection muſt not be thought to affect her 
State. Her preſent unhappy Frame might pro- 
ceed from bodily Indiſpoſition, natural and not 
moral Cauſes, which is oftner the Occaſion of 
ſuch Frames in God's People than moſt are ſen- 
ſible of; and that ſne ought not to draw up 
Concluſions about her State either from the 
Ebb or Flow of her Affections, but from the 
Bent and Sincerity of her Heart, and Courſe 
of her Life. That her Fears about her 
Prayers being an Abomination were ill:ground- 
ed, for more was intended by Wicked in that 
Scripture then ſhe imagin'd; and 1 hardly 
thought ſhe would own her ſelf. the reſolved 
Sinner, delighting in Sin and committing it 
with Greedineſs: Nay that ſhe prov'd the con- 
trary by what ſhe added of her following God 
in the Dark, and hoping in him. Upon the 
whole, I led her to Chriſt the true Light, and 
told her, tho? Grief endureth for a Night, 
yet Joy would come in the Morning: For, 
they that ſow in ſuch Tears of Humiliation 
and Repen ta nce, will anon reap/the' Joys of 
eee e ee bil nnd Doe Lowes 
I now 1epair to her Dairy, which filled 
much faſter after Marriage than before: v here- 
in ſhe takes notice of God's Providences to - 
be 7 ſelf, 
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ſelf, her mien and che Lad in ne 


ral. 

There is in it the Covenant, in Mr. 1 
line's, Form, ſolemnly ſubſerib'd with her 
Hand, and often renew'd on Sacramental and - 
other Occaſions. + #57 4, 

It is not very cafy. to W a Chriſtian? 8. 
Diary, and place every thing under. diſtinct 
and proper Heads. In her Books there is no- 
tice taken of theſe among other Things. 

(1) Her Mercies and Deliverances, Afflic- 
tions and Sorrows. | 

Upon the Receipt of any Favours com- 
mon for her to write thus,—* What ſhall I 
render to the Lord for all his Benefits, and 
“ for this Benefit! O that I could live more 
* to the Honour of God, than ever I have. 


„yet done] I will bleſs the Lord wille He, 


and ſing Praiſes to him while I have any 
£ Being! May I never forget the Mercy. 

In the Cloſe of Years, and alſo on her Birth 
Days, ſhe enumerates God's Favours Tempo- 
ral and Spiritual unto her; and is ſometimes 
very particular, and always full in her grates 
ful Acknowlegements. 

She writes more or leſs upon the Births * 
all her Children, and of the Circumſtances of 
her Travails; and never forgets to ſing of 
Mercy, whatſoever Judgment and Affliction 
was mix'd with it. 

On her firſt Child, among many hee 
Things ſhe writes, © Ir pleated God of his 


1 „in- 


"00 The LIFE of. 
infinite Mercy to command a great Delive- 
& rance for me. Bleſſed be his n Tho? 
« my Womb became as it were a Tomb to 
« my Infant, yet will 1 not forget his won- 
6 derfal Appearing for me, when my Senſes 
« were lock'd up, and ſaving me alive.“ 
„She knew nothing of her Denyery till two 
Pays after it. , 
There is but a ſhort Record of the Birth 
and Death of her ſecond Child (Clark Thomas ) 
who hv'd Eleven Days. She pray d for a 
Name better than of 1 and Daughters, 
But all the Family remember the many Tears 
of Joy and Thankfulneſs ſhe ſhed at the Pre- 
ſentation of this 1 in holy Baptiſm, 
and her more than on Compoſure of Mind 
and Quietneſs at its oath and Funeral, 
085 n this Occaſion T find her Father writing 
to her, „I thank God who has carried you, 
my dear Child, with ſo much Courage and 
„Strength of Grace, thro the Pains of bear- 
<< ing, and now of | burying your Infant. He 
„ help'd you to offer up your Son to him in 
* Baptiſm with ſo many Tears, and now to 
e reſign and commit it to the Grave with ſo 
* few. May all Supplies of Grace be given 
„in unto you from time to time, and the 
Power of it be always exhibited by you to 
« the Glory of your Saviour, who has given 
e you his ſtrong Conſolations againſt the 
* Hour you have been call'd to paſs thro'. 


on 


\ 
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700 the Birth of her ſurviving Son, ſhe not 
only d 1 OH, bat receives him e 
as an Anfwer © Bai ayers, and Writes, 
For thys Child Inrayed, and 109 Lord hath 
48 given me my Petition which I asked of 
Him: Thefefore my Deſire is (ha my 
cc Famuel kent to the Lord, and be em- 


, « ploy'd by Him in his Service in his 
* Church. Lord da thou graciouſly accept 
f him, and fürn him, and let him do 


more and better tor FUE, 1 any of his 
*© Progenitors.” 
May God graciouſly, anſuer the Frayets and 
—— of his Handmaid, and our little Son 
be greatly A ected oo Influenc'd, when he 
comes to read aud ungerſtand this Paragraph. 
At another Time when ſhe was delivered 
- of a Son alone, the Surprize and Diſtreſs of 
which hazardous Minute, eyery one may eaſily 
think of; the writes, 

Bleded be God, who. has appear'd for me 
in ſuch an Hour of Diſtreſs and on 2 
4 can never enough admire the Goodneſs an 
* Mercy and Power, of God. in compo 
„me, and inſpiring me with Courage =. 
Conduct at this Pime. It ſhall be faid, 


Ju the 50 17 the Lord it * be 4 * 


* No e Was 0} 
* my Helper, and that. right. — O Gn? 


may ever be 8 with a deep Senſe of 


naeh dans dn 


2 «this , : 


38 . LTE 


There i is a Poem alſo compoſed by ber on 
ſome of theſe Occaſions, and many other Paſ- 
«ſages in her Dairy, wherein ſhe declares ſhe 
ä had laid hold on the Covenant for herſelf 
and for her Children, and her Faith c concer- 
ning them, and hopes to meet them at the 

| Right Hand of Chriſt another Day. 


The Poem 1 here inſert, 


F OFT! ” 4 


yHzbu; has thrice bis Yearly Circuit run, | Ele 55 
; The Winter's over, and the Sammer's done; 
Since that bright Day on which, our Hands were e join dd, 
And to Philander I my All reſign d. 


Thrice in my Womb I've found the pleaſing Strife, 
In the firſt Struggles of my Infants Life: 
But O how ſoon by Heaven I'm call'd to mourn, 
While from my Womb a lifeleſs Babe is torn? 
Born to the Grave ere it had ſeen the Light, 
Or with one Smile had chear d my longing Sight. 


Again in Travail-Pains my Nerves are wreck'd, 
My Eye balls ftart, my Heart: ſtrings almoſt crack d; 
Now I forget my Pains, and now I preſs 
Pbilander's Image to my panting, Breaſt. 
Ten Days I hold him in my joyful arms, 
And feaſt my Eyes upon his Infant Charms. 
But then the King of Terrors does advance. 
To pierce its Boſom with his Iron Lancde. 
Its Soul releas'd, upward it takes i its Flight, 
Oh never more below to bleſs my Siglit! 
Farewell, ſweet Babes, I hope to meet vs! 2 
And there with you ſing the — $' Lore, | 


4 » 


- And now, O gracious Saviour, lend tbine E Far, 
* this my earneſt Cry and humble Prayer, 


'That 


a . 


Vs | 


1 
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That when the Hour arrives with painful Throws, 
Which ſhall my Burden to the World diſeloſe; 


I may Deliverance have, and joy to ſee 
A living Child, to n to Thee. | 


At other Tires the paſe'd thro? a pant" deal 
of Bodily Weakneſs, in the exereiſe of ſtrong 
Faith and Patience, and humble Submiſſion 
to the Will of God. The Times and Turns 
of her Illneſſes ſhe records, with ſuitable Pray- 
ers for Wiſdom ' and Grace : Particularly, 
That ſhe may be ever in an actual as well as 
habitual Preparation for Death. Let my 
Change be ſafe, and (by the wil of God? 
Joyful. | 
One of the firſt Things I find ker ſetting 
about after a Recovery from Sickneſs, is the 
Renewal of the Covenant, and laying her ſelf 
under freſh Obligations*to conform her Life 
to the Rules of the Goſpel, and the Pattern of 
Jeſus Chriſt. She has ſaid it over and over 
and written it, I is good for me that I have 
been afflifted: I devote my ſpar'd Life and re- 
% viv'd Health to the Service and Glory of 
my great Creator, Regret and Sancti- 
cc fler. | 


(1) Her Reſentments of the Sickneſſes and 
Deaths ef others, and God's Meicies, to 


them. 


. 1 find 1 es Vet F Kickneges 
and Recoveries, With Pray ers and Tt 5 


ivings. 

The ſudden Death of her Mother very much 
ſurprized and affected her, and {he has written 
much upon it. She looks back upon all her Car- 
riages towards her from her early Childhood; 
calls to mind her Prayers, Counſels, Charges 
and good Example; and carneſtly begs of God 
to make up the Loſs of her in Himſelf, and to 
take her up in the Arms of his Providence and 
Grace, and long continue her Father's Life 
and Uſefulneſs, "and that the Prayers of both 
her Parents may be anſwer' d for her and her 
Offspring. 
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There is alſo a ſhort Funeral filial Tranſ; 3h 
written by her on this Occalion. . 


He's gone ! ſhe 5 gone! I ſaw her riſe, 

And quickly gain the diſtant Skies. a 
Sudden — Heaven a facred Mandate came, 
Brought by a Convoy ofccleſtial Flame. 

She was prepar'd, the Summons. did obey, 
And joyful left ber tottering Houſe of Clay. 
k Her Pains, her Tears, her Fears, are all now v paſt, 
In Joys unſpeakable which ever laſt. 
Her Soul Wr Arms — 
The Grave her Body 
Parted a while, ber 7 le be 
When in che Reſurrection Morn t 1 0 


My heavy Loſs, and bathe with Tears your Urn ! 


Ah deareſt, tendereſt Parent! muſt I mourn, 
Since now no more to me you muſt return. 


0 
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Q Que ickening Spirit || now perform thy Fart, 
Set up 


y Glorious Kingdom in my Heart: : 
That — 4 thoſe Sands which in my Glaſs do run 


Are ſpent, and all my Work below is done, 
] the dear Saint may then in Glory megt- . 


Where Sin and Death lie yanquith'd: ax our Fer». 


here Jeſus ever will im ove 
Our ww with bor: race and Love. : 


"I 


4. 


Her Pacher at this Period, in de to his 
moſt dutiful and affectionate Child. directs me 
to inſert her Letter to Madam Clark, upon the 
firſt notice ſhe had of his Addreſſes to her. 


Medford, Feb. 5th, 1731. 
Madam, 


6 His waits on you to teſtify how much 
. I always honour'd and reverenc'd you. 
« And fince it has pleaſed God in his holy | 
« Providence to take my dear Mother from 
me, I do aſſure you, Madam, there is no 
Gentlewoman in the World but your ſelf 
that I. ſhould deſire to ſee in her place. 
Therefore as ſoon as my Father's Inclina- 
tions were made known to me, 1 could not 
e but rejoyce in it, as a Smile of Heaven, 
„that all our Affections centre in the fame 
% Perſon.——1 entreat you Madam, not to 


* think this a Piece of Complaifance or Con- 
* ſtraint, but my real and fincere Sen- 
„ timent.—— I add my Prayers to God to 


continue you a Bleffing, as — have always 
« been to many.” 


"Ma 


5 * our obliged, humble, duriful, &c. 
Her 


6 we LIPE'of 
Her Father covered it in the e 
Words, ie 


Madam, 
„e lacloſed came to me "laſt Night 

« from your dear Daughter Turell. As ſhe 
« is to Me, I hope ſhe will always be to You, 
& one of the beſt of Children. You have 
<< Jong ago cheriſh'd her with your Efteem, 
e and long ſince ſhe. has honour?d you with 
« 2 dutiful, Reverence. But let her ſpeak 
for herſelf, and may her Letter be as ac- 


e ceptable to you, as it is to her delighted 
9 aber, CC. | | 


- 
* 


- 
K 


1 go on to remark her religious noticing the 
Deaths of others; She takes notice of her 
Friend Mrs. Clarbs Deceaſe, and admires the 
Ache and Long ſuffering of God in ſpar- 

ing her. In giving me (ſhe writes) a 
« Space to repent, and I hope Grace to re- 
10 pent alſo. 

ge records the Death of her Friend Mrs. 

IWigglefworth, with earneſt Prayers to be pre- 
par 80 for her own. Lord, fays ſhe, let me 
« be reconciled unto Thee by a Death, of 

of thy Son, and then the King of Terrors | 
cannot harm me. Let me no longer fear 
Death, ſince Chriſt has conquer'd it, and 
« the Grave. Into thy Hands I commit my 

<. elf, living and dying let me be thine. 
June 
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June 12. 1729. She writes thus, This 
“ Day a moſt awful Providence happen'd be- 


fore my Door. A Boy of about twelve 
«« Years old was kilPd ina Momentby a Cart 


-«« overſetting* and falling on him. I was the 
« firſt that ſaw it; and earneſtly pray it may 


« be ſanctified to me and my Houlhold. 


May I never forget it, but as often as I 


look towards the Spot, remember the 
% Shortneſs and Uncertainty of Life; and 
« how ſuddenly, and unexpectedly Death 
may fall on us. 

2 5. 1732. "She writes thus upon a 
dangerous Fall of her little Son. O my 
Soul! why was I fo. overcome and fill'd 
« with Diſtreſs and Terror at this Provi- 
« dence? Where is thy Faith and Reſigna- 
« tion to God's holy. Will? It may be I 
« have made this Chil too much of an Idol, 
« and my Heavenly Father has ſent this Re- 
e buke to let me ſee how ſoon I might be de- 
« priv*d of my deareſt Enjoyments, if I doat 


too much on them. The Uſe I would 


make of it is, to be mort weaned from m 
« Child, and dead to the World, and looſed 
from all Creatures. 

Feb. 4. 1728. She writes on the Deaths 
of ſeveral worthy Miniſters of the Goſpel; 
the Reverend Meſſieurs Macher, Danforth, 
Waldron, and particularly Dr. Cotton Mather , 
marks their Virtues and. Graces, and . ExCites 
her Soul to an Imitation of them. | 


A. 


hs 


0 


030 Tem 


1 64 


. E TFE N 
(3) FATE Piſtreſſes. 


Fhere has bean ſamething, already. obber'd 
e Flew by way. of. Fin M her 
x 15 found t] 2115 

4 26. 1727. 1 my Bed 

« yr reat Te, BE: ady, medita- 
<<. ting, on and ending ade i 1 5 
Fngd, e heavenly Fach er to, fuff EE 
my Soul to beſet me with 97 br 

<< es ; particularly with th that i in Job 7. 
& Curſe 8 "ate I was long hurried by 
« it, and yet in orror at ſuch, a Tho; he ri- 
« ſing in me, I cry'd earneſtly. to God that 
5 24 might not be lf to F to 15 and 


0! th Sn Opens, | Any n A 
ripture came with t 
1 Plal. es [ 4 
af praiſe the, Lord wh, 1 Gar, 7 will fog 


1 belp'd me fo 17901 de 1 
NEE t Comfort to me. 

tl 11 55 b Hofe de to alike 

enia 

158 ri Wt ed, and of ever 15 ed ta 
© f we 9 5 gr other to Bk my 
„ Faith. Ang. tho. I continued under Doubts 
« and Fears . 5 my, Spiritual {RE great. 
40 while, yet I. 0. Wo. * God, and. 
ns mylelf Ok lack which 
< had been wonderful to i A 
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Another time ſhe writes, Much diftreſs'd 
on the account of wicked Thoughts follow- 
ing me, but I hope God will - preſerve: my 


„ Soul, and deliver me from them. * truſt” 


in him. 
« I was much tempted this Afternoon to? 


« Blaiphemy and Deſpair by my grand Ene 
my, (who is often of late in this manner 


diſturbing my Quiet.) but I fly to and truſt 
in a tempted Saviour, Who knows how to 
& ſuccour me, and will deliver me, I 
pray, Lord lead me not into Temptation, but” 
« deliver me from Evil; Suffer me not to be 
« tempted above what Ian abr to bear, but to- 
«* gether with every Temptation make 'way for 
* my Eſcape. Guide me by thy Cart, and 
% uphold me Th thy free Spirit, and receive ne 


" © to Glory. 


Another time, Much diſtreſs'd on the 


Account of my Soul, juſt ready to fink” 


under the Senſe of Sm, and to deſpair of 
* Mercy and Pardon for a time. But bleſſ- 
ed be be God who has kept me from adding 
* to the Number of my Sins that fatal one” 
* of Deſpair, Chriſt has been . difcover'd to 
% me as " able to fave unto the uttermoſt 
«© the very Chief of Sinners, and all thoſe that 
come to God by him, without exception 
His Blood d from all Sin, and 1 fy 
to the Fountain of it to waſh in. Give 
« me Faith in Him, and to rely on his glo- 
rious Rightcouſnels.. Uphold me by wy 


Grace, 


— 


<< Grace, and make me faithful | in thy Cove- 
ant. 

Again, In thei Houſe of God r 
© diffreſs d on the account of Deadnels and 
Dulneſs under the Word preach'd. I did 
all I could to raiſe and fix my Thoughts, but 
all in vain. I then lift up my Soul to God 
in and thro' Chriſt in the beſt manner I was 
able, and earneſtly beg'd Pardon for my 
Wandrings and Dulneſs; and beſeech'd 
Him to open my Heart to receive Inſtruction, 
rand afford me the Comforts and Teachings 
of his Spirit, and it was better with me”. 
Behold\Reader; a good Methed 7 be taken by Thee 
in tbe lite Frame! | 

Another Time, I went to the Houſe of 
God: with a heavy Heart, reſolving not to 
partake of. the holy Sacrament in the Frame 
© I was then in; left: I ſhould diſhonour God, 
and profane the Ordinance: but the Ler- 
5 mon I then heard on Juſtification by the Righ- 
6 reouſneſs' of Cbriſt alone, greatly encourag'd 
me, and I ſpent the Day 1 in holy Delight and 
6. Pleaſure. 5 
Another Time, This was a dark and dil 
© treſſing Day to me ; I was ſtrongly tempted 
to abſent myſelf from the Lord's Supper, I 
on the Ache of my not having ſpent ſo 
much Time in Preparation as uſual, I pour'd 
out my Soul in Prayer to God for his Di- 
rection, and after much Conflict and Strug- 
gle reſolv d to venture: And afterwards 1 

TL « fear'd 


6 1 -Þ 3 
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v of good chear, your- Sins are for given 5% 
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© fear?d-whether''I had not laid too great a 


Streſs on my own Performances, Prayers, 
Examinations and Renewals of Covenant 
Sheretofote; and was happily brought to re- 
nounce all that was my own, and to depend 
< wholly on Jeſus CHIC "wu wa ee ant 
8 _— ie . Fs 
4 tt? "ny I ho 141945; 

r se Go Church Coniennien, 
and n, Matters relating t chereunto. 63 

ee 

She was for many Years din thought- 
ful about renewing her Baptiſmal Covenant, 
and giving up her elf to God before his Peo- 
le, and $a to the Table of Chriſt. Her 
ears qere great, leſt coming rarworthily foe 
ſhould eat and drink quagmeni mu beef. She 
was often in an Agony, that 11 might draw 
near to God toith a true Heart, and in the full 
Aſſurance: of: Faith. And ber Endeav6urs 
were crown'd with a comfortable Hope when 
ſhe came, which was on that memorable Day 
OFober-29. 1727, which preceeded the Great 
and Amazing Earthquake, brig 

The chief part of the Day beforodhe ſpent 
in Secret, bewailing her Sins Original and 
Actual, intreating 1 Mercy of God to par- 
don, and his Grace to help her; in ſeeking 
the Wedding i Garment, that ſhe might en 
adorn'd as a Bride for ben Hurband, and hear 
Chriſt ſaying to her at his Table, Daughter, | 


On 


©. The LIPE of 
Ou the Dy after ſhe makes . Retord of 


| | | > Admiſion, renews the Dedication of her- 


ſtelf ro God; and ſeems to have had her Heart 
+4 much drawn forth to Chriſt, by the vaſt: Va- 
riery of Expreſſions ſhe uſcs on this ion. 
She writes particularly of the Earthquake, and 
makes many pious and pertinent Reflections 
and Petitions. Lord awaken in me a more live- 
- © ty Senſe of thy perfections, and of my Duty 

* towards thee. O cauſe me to ſtand firm in 
© the Truths and Ways of Chriſt, Make me 
v'ſtedfaſt in thy Ph ado that I may hold 
< faft the Profeſſion of my Faith wig Warn 
J ering, Se. 

Ihe uſually fpent a confidenglde part of the 
Saarl before the Sacrament in Preparation 
for it, and ſometi mes other Days. 

She writes that Company at ſuch Seaſons 
. was very unwelcome and burdenſome, and be- 
_ it that ſhe has been ſometimes hindred 


5 Her frict ad ade: Enatiidiations of ber⸗ 
ſelf before the Sacrament are noted down. 
The Word of God was her Rule, and the 
Marks and Signs of a good and bad State 
there given are what ſhe judges upon. I alſo 
find her making uſe of the Judgment of the 
beſt Divines and Caſuiſts. TwWO Hooks, one for 
Devotion, and the other for Iuſtruction, gene- 
rally lay on her Table on Communion Days, 
.— Dr. Patrick's Chriſtian Sacrifice, and 
Mr. Henry's Communicant's Companion. 


1 in 


In one e her 
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Papers the anſwers all Mr. 


Heary '; Queſtions, under the Head of Seif-Exa. 


mination z, namely, 


What amT? What have. Ml 


done? What am I doing? What ground do! 
get? What do I want? What do I teſolve 8 4 1 


dot to her own Comfort and Satisfaction. 

Hier Frames at the Lord's Table were very 
different, but always conliftent with real and 
vital Religion. Wo 7 

Sometimes ſhe n wal Fears, | 
and born down with Doubts and Scruples; 
but before ſhe has finiſhed her Record there is 
an evident Mourning after Chriſt, and an ar- 
dent Love to him diſcovetable. 

There are thoſe which the calls her yncom- 
fortable Sabbaths and Sacraments, others her 
pleaſant Days and joyful Communions. I 
obſerve that when ſhe went laden with the 
.moſt Fear, ſhe grncrally brought home Com- 
fort in return. 

She writes once, I was 3 dull 
and heavy, and ready to go away from the 
Sacrament, but when I had reſolved to ſtay, 
© I prefently had what I defir'd, a compoſed 
Mind; and have not ſpent 'a Sabbath in 
« ſuch Pleaſure for ſome time, 

Again, This being the Lord's Day, and 
8 our Sacrament, I read over my Covenant and 
eden dt it: And tho' 1 felt not ſuch flow- 

ings of my Affections as I have ſometimes, 
« ot. I hope I was ſincere. Lord accept of 
18 n. and graciouſly overlook my In- 
£ firnuties ; 


> Te DIPB lf - 


* Artnities 3 and meet nit in thy Houſe, and 
iat thy Table, and let this 1 x Ny 
* *ofiReſt and Jon nome pobr Soul. ict: 
Ju 16. 17324 © © Þ bleſs God: that upon a 
+, catcful Review \bf my Life, I have ſome 
Reaſon to hope that my Labour has not 
been in vain in the Lord, but that Lam 5 
e paſſed from Death to Life. Search me, 0 
Gad, and know my Heart, try me and know 
+ my Thoughts, and ſee if \there be any wicked | 
| < WW; ayin nie, and lead ine in the Way everlaſting. 
+1 deſire to renounce all Confidence in the 
Fleſh, to have my whole Dependance on the 
Satisfaction and Obedience of Chriſt for Par- 
don, Acceptance and Eternal Bleſſedneſs. 
I take Him in all his Offices, as my Prophet 
to teach, as my Prieſt to atone and interceed, 
and my King to rule me, and conquer my 
Enemies. Tis my ſincere and conſtant En- 
. © deavour to lead a Life of holy Obedience 
'© unto his bleſſed Will, and to ſubmit to all 
his righteous Diſpenſations. I firmly be- 
* lieve [that all things Mall work together: far 
good io tbem that [aveGud ; and I hope I can 
truly fay that I love Him. I am fare I can 
© fay, I defire to love Him with all my Heart, 
I bleſs God that I have experienc'd more 
Outgoings of Soul towards my Saviour (in 
his Houſe and at his Table) to Day, and 
more of the divine Afflations comforting 
and refreſhing me than evet in my Life be- 
fore. 1. — home filld with" Foy' and 
22 22117616 * Praiſe. 
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Praiſe. I think I could ſee my Intereſt. in 

« Chriſt, and the Father's — Face 
ſnhining on me. My Beloved: is mine and I 
am his! All things are mine O my God and 
Saviour, let not this my H6 pe and Joy be 
that of the Hypocrite which f ſhall derte; 
but that of the anden which abiderh for 

fl» © ever. 4 

This was not the only Time ſhe! had Joy in 
believing. 

At other Times ſbe writes, This Even- 
ing I was much enlarg*d in Prayer, and ex- 
perienc'd much Comfort. I had ſome out- 
* goings of Soul to my Saviour, and my 
Meditation on Him was ſweet in my 
Beds! 2a! 

. This Day I was much affected __ Gods 
© Goodneſs to me thro' my whole Life; I 
hope I can truly ſay I love'my Redeemer, 
that he is altogether lovely, and I prize him 
above ten thouſand Worlds. I truſt in none 
but Him. I have had a moſt raviſhing 
« Sight of Him! How wonderful is his Love 
* He has begun a good Work in me, and will 
carry it on to the End. | 
This Morning 1 hope I have had. ſpiritual 
Communion with God, in and through Jeſus 
Chriſt. I have been greatly affected with his 
dying Love, I reſt on Him alone! for 
Salvation: I caſt wy a eg vids 
« him?” Age 


Ln 


_ 


« Laft 


—ů p — 
* 


, 


| Judgments and Mercies tothe Land, 


Tears 1729 and 30, produc 
and Tears from her, with the following Poem 
in Imitation of the 133 Palm, which 1 Frablifh 
4s 2 Monument for and Motive to my own 


| = de LIFE F 


Fi, Laſt Nig ht the Lord was — give 


me (a moſt — Creature) ſuch a Taſte 
gf the Conſolations of his Holy Spirit, as 


r filld my Soul with Franſports of Joy: And 


0 if but a Taſte of God's Love in Chriſt gives 
© ſuch Joy to a poor Soul on Earth, ab 
© the Saints in Heaven feel who conſtantly 


< partake of Fulneſs of Joys and Pleaſures 


* which flow at God's right Hand yo euer. 


4 * more! 
- (5) Reue 6 more publick Matters, 


re de of Geb 
rticu- 
bunders, 


rly his Viſitations by Earthquakes, 


| Lightuings,' Storms,” Drought, &c. 
Nh the Mourners in Zion for 
f 8 Evils . ſtirs up the 
rath of a righteous Judge againſt 

a wicked People. wn 80 


She was 


I find — alſo taking notice of God's 
Appearivg for the Land, granting Showers 
SBS in a time of Drought, Jah 3. 
4728. 


Some unhappy Affairs of Medferd in the 


People, to continue in Love and Peace. 


Behold 


d many Prayers 


! . ... A ET = 


” « . _ * <——_—_ —— 
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Ehold how good, how ſweet, their Joy does proves 
Where Brethren dwell in Unity and Love ! "A 

When no Contention, Strife, or fatal Jar 
Diſturb the Peace, and raiſe the noiſy War. 
»Tis like the Ointment, which of old was pour'd 
On Aaron's Head, and down his Garments ſhawer'd; 
Through all the Air perſuming Odour fpreads, 
Diffuſing Sweetneſs to the neighbouring Meads, 
Or like the Dew on Hermor's lofty Head, | 
Which on the Mounts of Sion Moiſture ſpread, 
Circled with Peace, they ſhall within the Land 
As ſhining Patterns, and Examples ſtand. 
If Sinners wrangle, let the Saints agree ; 
The Goſpel breathes out nought but Unity. 
To ſuch the Bleſſing from the Lord is given, 
Even Life eternal, in the higheſt Heaven. 


Having related theſe Things, you will not 
wonder if I now declare myſelf a Witneſs of 
her daily cloſe Walk with God during her 
married State, and of her Retirements for 
Reading, Self-Examination and Devotion. 

It was her Practice to read the Bible out in 
Courſe, once in a Year, the Book of Pſalms 
much oftener, beſides many Chapters and a Mul- 
titude of Verſes which ſhe kept turn'd down 
in a Bible, which ſhe had been the Owner and 
Reader of more than twenty Years, If I 
ſhould only preſent my Readers with a Ca- 
talogue of theſe Texts, I doubt not but that. 
they would admire the Collection, be gratified 
with the Entertainment, and eaſily conjecture 
many of her holy Frames and Tempers from 
them. I muſt own, conſidering her tender 
Make and often Infirmities, ſhe exceeded in- 
D De- 


Devotion. And I have —— myſelf ob- 


lig d ſometimes (in Compaſſion to her) to call 

her off, and put her in mind of God's delight- 

ing in Mercy more than in Sacrifice. 
How often has ſhe lain whole Nights by 


me mourning for Sin, calling upon God, and 
praiſing him, or diſcourſing of Chriſt and 


Heaven ? And when under Doubts intreating 
me to help her (as far as I could) to a full 
Aſſurance of God's Love. Sometimes ſhe 


would ſay, Well, I am content if you will 


© ſhew me that I have the Truth of Grace.“ 


And I often fatisfy'd her with one of Mr, 


Baxter's Marks of Love to Chriſt, namely, 
Lamenting and panting after bim; for this kind 
of Love fhe was ſure ſhe exercis'd in the moſt 
cloudy Hours of her Life. 

I may not forget to mention the firong and 
conſtant Guard ſhe plac'd at the Door of her Lips. 
Who ever heard her call an ill Name? or de- 


tract from any Body? When ſhe apprehend- 


ed ſhe receiv*d Injuries, Silence and Tears were 
her higheſt Reſentments. But I have often 


heard her reprove others for raſh and angry 


Speeches. 

In every Relation ſhe ſuſtainꝰd ſhe was truly 
Exemplary, ſenſible how much of the Life 
and Power of Religion conſiſts in the con- 


{cientious Practice and Performance of Relative 
Duties, 


No 


<= = 


AYS. A \i at 18 a 
No Child had 4 afeater vows to 120 Reve- 


rence for her Parents, ſhe even exceeded in 
Fear and Reverence of her Father, notwith- 
ſtanding all his Condeſcentions to her, and 
vaſt Freedoms with her. 
As a Wife ſhe was dutiful, prudent and di 
ligent, not only content but joyful i in her Cir- 
cumſtances. She ſubmitted as is fit in the Lord, 
looked well to the Ways of her Houſhold, and ber 
own Works praiſe her in the Gates. 

Her very Apparel diſcover'd Modeſty and 
Chaſtity: She lov'd to appear neat and clean, 
but never gay and fine. 

To her Servants ſhe was good and kind, 
and took care of them, eſpecially of the Soul 
of a Slave who died (in the Houſe) about a 
Month before her. 

She reſpected all her Friends and Relatives, 
and ſpake of them with Honour, and never 
forgot either their Counſels or their Kind- 
neſſes. 

She often ſpake of her Obligations to her 
Aunt Staniford, which were great living and 
dying. 

She honour'd all Men, and lov'd every 
Body. Love and Goodneſs was natural to her, 
as her Father expreſſes it in a Letter Years 
ago, 

Her tender Love to her only Siſter has 
been already ſeen, and was on all Occaſions 
manifeſted, and grew exceeding]y to her Death. 
A few Days before it, I heard her ſpeak to 


D 2 her 


mY 


her particularly. of, preparing be another 
World. Improve {(faid ſhe) the Time of 


Health, cis the only Time for doing the 
great Work in.” 

And in Return for her Love * ainiable 
Carriage, ſne had the Love and Eſteem of 
all that knew her. Thoſe that knew her. 
beſt lov'd her beſt, and praiſe her moſt, 

Her Humility was ſo great, that ſhe could 
well bear (without being elated) ſuch Praiſes 
as are often found in her Father's Letters to 
us. viz, * I greatly eſteem as well as highly love 
* you : The beſt of Children deſerves all that a 
, Child can of a Father : My Soul rejoices in 

© you : My Foy, my Crown, Þ give Thanks 10 
Gad for you daily. I am honour'd in being the 
Father of ſuch a Daughter.” 

Her Husband alſo, and he praiſeth her 
as a Meet Help both in Spirituals and Tem- 

rals. 

Her Relations and Acquaintance ever mani- 
feſted the higheſt Value for her. 

The People, among whom ſhe liv'd the 
laſt eight Years of her Life, both Old and 
Young, had a Love and Veneration for her, as 
' a Perſon of the ſtrifteſt Virtue and undefil'd 
Religion. Her Innocence, Modeſty, Ingenuity, 
and Devotion, charm'd all into an Admiration 
of her. And I queſtion whether there has 
been more Grief and Sorrow ſhown at the 

Death of any private Perſon, by People of all 
Ranks, to whom her Virtues were known ; 

Mourning, 


9 T7 - / 


4 


Frown upon the whole Land, and calls upon 


* 
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Mourning, for the Loſs ſuſtain'd by ourſelves, 
not for her, nor as others who have no Hope. 


For it is beyond Doubt that ſhe died in the 
Lord, and is Bleſſed. 


The Death of every ſuch praying Saint is a 


us to make that Prayer, P/al xii. 1. Help, 


Lord, for the Godly ceaſe, and the Faithful fail 
from among the Cbilarem of Men, 


#8 0 D 3 
Concerning her laſt Sickneſs and Death. 


ER Illneſs began with violent Sy mptoms, 
ſuch as Oppreſſions at the Breaſt and in 


the Bowels, which held three or more Hours 


in the Night Seaſon ; under which ſhe cry*d 
to God that Patience might have its perfett 
Work, and that her Faith might not fail —After 


ſome Time it chang'd, and put on various 


Forms, as is common in Hyſterick Caſes. 
For ſome Days her Complaints were chiefly of 
Faintneſs and Sinking of the Spirits, in the 
Proxyſms whereof ſhe often thought herſelf 'a 
dying, and would graciouſly reſign berſelf, An 
it would be well with Ber. 

When Fear overcame her, and ſhe was rea- 
dy to deſpond, ſhe would check. herſelf and 


lay, This is Nature, and Grace cannot wholly 
conquer 1t, 


D 3 On 
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78 The L I FE of: 
On the Saturday Night before ſhe died, ſhe 
lay under the moſt wracking Pains in her 
Back, Shoulders, Sc. and in the Morning fell 
into a Degree of Stupor, which brought on 
Fits by Monday Afternoon. 

g The Tueſday Night ſhe caus'd me to be 
ſeveral Times —. oF by the Watcher, to 
diſcourſe of Spiritual and Eternal Things, 
and to bring Promiſes and Comforts to her 
Mind. 

She had her lucid Intervals all along, 
i which ſhe improv'd in lifting up her Voice 
l and Soul in moſt pious and — Ejacula- 

tions. 

The laſt Day of her Life (which was Weaneſ- 
day) her Frame was proper to meet Death in, 
ſo long as ſhe could be kept awake; and ſpake 
often of its approaching ; eſpecially | in the 
Evening. When I ſpake of praying, ſhe de- 
ſir'd me to be ſhort and ſweet, for ſhe could 
not be long intent, 

Her laſt Words, were, * Thou haſt de- 

 * hiver'd, thou doſt deliver, and I truſt in 

* Thee that thou will till deliver. — And 

Death is the Deliverance of thoſe that live 

as ſhe d1d.? | 4 
Between the Hours of Eleven and Twelve 
(after ſhe had ſtruggled with two or three vio- 
lent Fits) we apprehended her Change would 
quickly come on. I therefore ſtood up and 


pray'd over her, with her Friends; and in the 
midſt 


* 


midſt of our Reſignations of her, and com- 
mending ber Spirit into the Hands of her 
Redeemer (without any Groan or Motion) ſhe 
fell aileep in Jeſus, and is gone to everlaſting 
Reſt and Joy. The. Lord gave, and the Lord 


* taken away, and Bleſſed be the Name cf 115 
Ls 
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EOSTSCRIPTI. 
HE Reader will eaſily obſerve, thro? 

the preceeding Memoirs the great Ad- 
vantage Mrs. Turell had in the early Care of 
her Father to infuſe Knowledge of the beſt 
Kind, in the eaſieſt and kindeſt Manner, into 
her little Mind, as faſt as it grew capable of 
receiving it. He firſt talk'd into her all he 
cou'd in the moſt free and endearing Manner, 
and then ſupply'd her with the beſt Books of 
every kind,ſfuited to her Years and Inclinations, 
without making them a Task and Burthen 
which it muſt be own'd was very much owing 
to her natural Genius and Inclination. His 
next Care was to teach her to read his Hand, 
and then by writing to her, in a Manner be- 
coming him and proper for her, he inſinuated 
himſelf more and more into her Aﬀections, 
and increas'd her Reverence of Him, and 
Deſire of his Eſteem. The Way to merit 
and obtain that, he let her ſee was by a pru- 
dent, humble, virtvous and religious Conduct, 
upon the Principles and Motives of Chriſtiani- 
ty, the Fear of Gop, and a Deſire to pleaſe her 
Heavenly Father. The Succeſs and Fruit of 
theſe 
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theſe happy Methods have been partly ſeen in 
the foregoing Narrative, and tho? it cannot 
be pretended that the like Endeavours will-al- 
ways be attended with like Succeſs, yet it 
may be ſuppoſed they would very often, if 
Parents, with a humble Reliance on the Bleſſing 
of God, and Prayers for it, would 80 into 
them. 7 

Miniſters eſpecially have great Advantages 
herefor, andare under ſpecial Obligations to be 
Examples to their Flocks, in this Rule of their 
own Houſe. And tho' the Father of Mrs. 
Turell, would not pretend to propoſe himſelf 
as an Example to his Brethren, yet upon a 
Review of his Letters to his Daughter, he is 
inclined to publiſh ſome more of them, be- 
lieving they may be of Uſe to the Living, as 
he has Reaſon to think they were to his 
Dead. 

Beſton, June 5. 

My Dear, 

OU were wiſhing laſt Night that I would 
inſtruct you how to write Letters, which 
I willingly undertake to do by writing to You, 
and requiring you to anſwer me as often as 1 
write, I know no Way of teaching you ſoeaſy and 
pleaſant to me, and that may be ſo profitable 
to you, I hope it will be a very great Plea- 
{ure to you to hear from your Father often this 
Way, and to ſpeak to him again, and to have 
his loving Lines to you to read over again and 


again at your Leiſure. B-<lides, your liſping 
D 5 +" 
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at good Senſe will be as Muſick to your Fa- 
ther's Ear, and much more your Growth the 
Joy of his Soul. 
Lou need not be aſham'd to let your Father 
fee your Ignorances and Defects, for to be 
ſure h&@l! kindly cover them, as well as inform 
you of them. 
A very little Uſe will make you Miſtreſs * 
enough of the Art of decent, familiar, com- 
mon Letters. Practice is the beſt and ſhorteſt 
May of learning this; and it will be well 
. worth a little Pains to learn, being of conſtant 
ſe while you live, and not one of the leaſt 
Ornaments and Pleaſures of Life. 
Write without Fear or Awe to Him who 
is your own, and whoſe you are. Write more 
or leſs according as you find your Thoughts 
flowing or reſtrained, But always remember, 
that 1t 1s better to be ſhort and full of good 
Senſe, than to draw out your Letters to an 
empty Length. 
Mine to you will be on one Head or other 
of Religious and Virtuous Conduct, wherein 
1 ſhall teach you the Fear of the Lord and the 
Care of your own Soul, which are the true and 
higheſt Wiſdom. I ſhall breathe hereby into 
your Ear, and may it pleaſe God into your 
Heart, many a good Wiſh and Prayer, for 
vou to make over again for yourſelf, And 
may you find Grace from God, to make 
this Benefit of that tender Affection, which 
Silk the Soul of your loving Father, 


1 My 
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June 12, 

My Dear Child, 

OU have much honour'd and endear'd 
yourſelf to me by your Letter Yeſterday, 
You have anſwer'd all my Hopes, and out- 
done my Expectations. I ſee you are a Miſtreſs 
both of Matter and Form in your firſt Eſſay , 
which yet is not your firſt neither. Vet you 
will grow by Uſe, the only way of learning 
every thing that 1s good. 

There 1s but one Word amiſs in your Let- 
ter, beſides a falſe Spell or two, and that is the 
the Word Fortune. The Heathens made a 
Goddeſs of the blind Nothing, and ignorantly 
worſhip'd it. The Philiſtines, as you read 
in your Bible, ſpeak of Chance. But Chriſti- 
ans have learn'd the Doctrine of a glorious 
Providence that governs and orders thole things 
which Men call caſual. 

You are ſorry, you ſay, “that you have fo 
„ little of your Father's Soul in you”, and I 
am well pleas'd you have ſo much of it; but] 
hope God will make yours better than your 
Father's. | 

God give you Four Petition, that as you 
grow in Years, you may in Grace. And be 
ſure that you pray for your Father, Mother 
and Siſter, when you do for your own Soul. 


I am, my Dear, 

Your moſt Affectionate Father, 

+ See page 24. : 
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I omit others to her in her Childhood, 
and come to ſome ſent her after her Marriage. 


December 20. 1726. 

255 Dear, 

Our Letter of the 9th of this Month 
was exceeding pleaſant to Me and to 
your Mother, wherein you expreſs your great 
Contentment in the kind Diſpoſals of Provi- 
dence reſpecting you. No worldly thing can 

rejoice us more than your Happineſs in Mr. 
Turell, and his in you. You will emulate his 

tender Regards to you and his incomparable 
good Temper; and learning of him, return 

the fame to him, that he may have as rich a 

Blefling in you, as you have in him. O the 

Happineſs when two Souls meet in the Mar- 

riage Relation, that are ſuited to each other, 

and mutualiy ſtrive which ſhall be moft 
ovliging and endearing ! 

Bur, my D-ar, let all this draw you to 
Chrift, in Love, Gratitude and Devotedneſs 
to Him. Mr. Tarell will direct you in re— 
newing your Eſpouſals to Chriſt at his Table. 
Delay 1 not this Daty, but joyn your ſelf to 
that Church and People of God, who (you 
ſay) are fo full of Good-will and Love to you. 

_ Give yourſelf firſt to the Lord, and then 
unto Them by the Will of God. | 

| Be prudent and frugal, moderate 

and humble in your Deſires and Expectations, 

chearful and thankful; careful for the Meat 
that periſhes not, but endures to Life ever- 
laſting. 


l 
] 
| 
] 
{ 
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laſting. Begin and end with God daily and 
believe it that nothing will ſweeten to you the 
Enjoyments of Life, or the Afflictions of it, 
which we . muſt never forget to prepare for, 
like daily Communion with Heaven, and the 
Hope of your Portion there when this tranſi- 
tory Life ends. This is the Bleſſing we wiſh 
- you, and reſt 

Your affectionate Father. 


Boſton, Sept. 1. 1727, 
My Dear Child, 
N your's to me of this Week you ask my 

Thoughts about that * Text, 1 Cor.x1.27, 

29. Whoſoever ſhall eat this Bread, and drink 

this Cup of the Lord unworthily, ſhall be guilty 

of the Body and Blood of the Lord; be that 
 eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drink- 
eth Damnation to himſelf, not diſcerning the 

Lord's Body. | 
You ſay that it comforted you to find Mr. 

Flavel ſaying, ** That by Damnation here 

is not meant eternal Condemnation, but 

« {ome temporal Judgment and Chaſtiſement 

in order to the preventing the eternal Dam- 

* nation. —— This is no more than what 

you have often heard from me and other 

Miniſters. i 25 
It is certain that the Greet Word rendered 

here Damnation, ſignifies only Judgment in 


See Page 67 


general, 
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general, as the Margin of our Bibles renders 
it. And this Judgment is 2 meant 

of temporal Judgments; as it immediately fol- 
lows, ver. 30, 31, 32. For this Cauſe many 
are weak and fickly among you, and many ſleep-, 
for if we would judge our ſelves, we ſhould not 
be judged :. But when we are judged, we are 
chafned of the Lord, that we ſhould not be con- 
demned with the W rid. | 

Here, my Dear, you have Mr, Flavel's 
Interpretation in the Apoſtle's own Words: 
viz. that temporal Judgment and Chaſtiſe- 
ment is the primary Meaning of that Text, 
and this in order to the preventing eternal 
Damnation. 

But if you look i into the Context, you will 
eaſily ſee — groſs and foul the unworthy 


Eating among the Corinthians was. They a&t- "|| 


ed after ſuch a manner that the Apoſtle told 
them, ver. 20. That it was not to eat the 
Lord's Supper. They did not diſcern the 


Lord's Body. They made a kind of com- 


mon Meal of it. The Abuſe of their Love- 
Feaſts, us*'d before the Sacrament among 
them, was the Occaſion hereof. The Poor 
were neglected, every one took his own Sup- 
per; one was hungry, and another was drunk- 
en! ver. 21. What, ſays the Apoſtle, have 
ye not Houſes to eat and drink in? or deſpiſe ye the 
Church of God? ver. 22. Here was groſs Diſorder 
indeed, even to Intemperance; ſuch as is not 
like to be known among us. Wherefore, 

| net- 
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neither are the like temporal Judgments 
known among us on this Account, as were 
inflicted upon thoſe Corinthians. | 

But if People do incur the- Judgments of 
God by unſuitable partaking at the Lord's 
Table, do they not equally by a careleſs 

Omiſſion and irreverent and prophane Ne- 
glect of it, think you? Is not the Reaſon the 
fame? the Irreligion and Provocation the 
ſame? And ſo may the Danger be Juſtly ap- 
prehended. 

Indeed either the * Omiſſion or careleſs 
Performance of the holy Duties of God's wor- 
ſhip, ſecret or publick, do juſtly expoſe Peo- 
ple to the Judgments of God, both bodily 
and ſpiritual, temporal and eternal. And 
the ſpiritual Judgments we ſhould eſpecially 
fear. And if People habitually and pro- 
phanely and impenitently ſtay away from the 
Lord's Table, or come to it; both the one 


and the other will turn to their Damnation i in 
the World to come. 


But what is the Inference or Argument 


from hence? Is it not that therefore we 
ſhould religiouſly prepare for, and reverent- 
ly come to the Ordinances of Chriſt? We 
muſt neither ſtay away from them, nor pro- 
phane them in the Uſe of them ; for both of 
theie Errors will alike incur the Judgment of 
God, here and hereafter, without Repen- 
tance, 


And 
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And think, my Dear, is it only by Eat- | 
ing and Drinking unworthily, that the Judg- | 
ment of God is incurred? Is it not alſo by 
unworthy Praying ? For it is faid, That the ; 
Prayer of the Wicked is an Abomination to 
the Lord. Is not this as dreadful as the : 
Word Judgment? And do we not read of 
the Word Preached, that it will become a Sa- 
vour of Death unto Death, by our unworthy 
hearing it? Here 1s eternal Damnation indeed 
in theſe fearful Words, Death unto Death. Let 
us fear then to pray and hear unworthily, as ( 
well as to eat unworthily. But to be ſure we t 
may not ſay, Well then, it is beſt not to , 
pray at all, and beſt not to hear at all, leſt I 
bring Judgment and Condemnation upon my- 
ſelf : No more ſhould we ſay I will not 
dare to go to the Lord's Table for the fame ' 
Reaſon, 

In a word, if we prophane the Sabbaths and 
and Ordinances of Chriſt, it will be to our 
Judgment, both on temporal and ſpiritual J 
Accounts; and they will be prophaned by us, j 
if they are not reverently obſerved by us. G 
The Rule therefore is, ver. 28. Let a Man 7 
examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that Bread, 
and arink of that Cup. So let a Man examine 

. himſelf, and prepare for the other Ordinances 
of Chriſt. Keep thy Foot when thou goeſt to the b 
Houſe of God, and offer not the Sacrifice of Fools 
who conſider not that they do Evil, Be ſolemn, 
| ſeri- 
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ſerious, and-reverend in the the whole worſhip 
of God, for it 1s all holy, and God will be 
ſanctified in it by us, or will 1 himſelf 
upon us. 

You have Mr. Pool and Mr. Burkit ; ſee 
what they ſay upon the Place. Read alſo 
and weigh well the 41, 42, 43. Pages of Mr. 
Henrys Communicant's Companion, + there 
you will find a good Anſwer to all the reſt of 

your Letter to me. 

It is uncertain when I ſhall ſee you, but 
God will I truſt be with you, and your Heart 
toward him, We all ſend you our Loves, 
and Iam,” 

a Your bung Father, 


_ Friday Oacber 27. 172. 
4 Deir, 2 
HE Face of he Sky this Morning be- 
gins to forbid me tha Pleaſure of ſeeing 
you to Morrow. I would not have you ex- 
pect me, nor that Mr, Turell ſhould have the 
leaſt Dependance on me. I hope God will be 
with you in your open giving your ſelf to 
Him. The great thing hes in ſecret between 
, God and your own Soul, The publick Joins 
ing yourſelf to the Church is but' the doing 
that before Men, which you have firſt done 
before God in ſecret. With the Heart Man 
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POS TSCRTPT 


| 25 unto Righteauſue/s, aud with the Mowh 
-pnfeſſion: ir made unto Satuatien. If you ſbould 
feel ſome Flutter and Diſorder of Mind in 
— let not that diſcourage you: The 
Solf: dedication was done ſedately in ſecret. 
Yet I pray God to give you much Comfart, 
and the Tokens of his Grace and Preſence in 
the pyblick Tranſaction. And may you live 
long to ſerve God, and enjoy much of God in 
your Cloſet, and alſo in his Houſe, on Lord's. 
Haus and other Days; and be a Bleſſing in your 
Place, both to Mr. Turell and to tlie People 
among whom your Lot is caſt. | 
Go on then, my dear Child, in the Fear and 
Love af God, and in the Strength and Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, and join yourſelf unto the 
Lord, in an erlafing Covenaut, never to for- 
gotten, Jer. I. 3. See there the Frame, and 
Voice, and Act of a Soul Preparing, ar thro? 
Grace prepared, | for the renewing and con- 
Arming its Covenant with God. Both the 
Duty and the Grace of the Covenant are won- 
derfully expreſſed in this Phraſe. A Word of 
wonderful Condeſcention on the part of God, 
and of ſtrong Obligation and Binding on 
Hus. 
er in Covenanting with God we join our- 
ſelyes to Him, as Servants to their Maſter by an 
Indenture; as Subjects to their King by anOath 
of Allegiance; as Soldiers to their General in 
a War againſt Sin and Satan; and as a Wife 
to 


1 


{ 


* 


"POSTSCRIPT, gs 
to her Husband in a Marriage Covenant ; a 


Coyenapt of mutual, endearing, conſtant and 
rpetual Love. O with what a conſent- 


ing joyful Soul, ſhould you now (my Deareſt, 


my Joy, and my Crown !) make your Vows to 
God! let the Love of Chriſt conſttain theę. 


Say, * Twill go unto the Altar of Cod, unip 


« God my exceeding Foy ! I will tate the Cup of 
«* Salvation, and call upan the Name of the 
« Lordi I will pay my Vows unto the Lord, 
«* new in the Preſence of all bis People.” 0 


what a Mercy, and Matter of everlaſting 


Thankſgiving, is a Heart thus given o 


Chriſt! 


And remember f that what you do is for 


Perpetuity, neyer to be forgotten. We Co- 
venant for Life and for Eternity. It is the 


Covenant of the Living God with Immortal 


Creatures, for our. whole Being here, and 8. 
our eternal Well-being in another World. 


We muſt reverently uſe the Signs and Seals 
of the Covenant of our God, to keep in 
Memory our Bonds and God's Promiſes. 
This is a Sketch of the Sermon I might 
have brought you, had my Health and the 
Weather permitted me. It may lie by You, 
be reviewed on Occaſion, and 95 you more 
good, than if I had come and preach'd t 


you. Grace be with you. Amen, 


Tour loving Father. 
5 


OZFober 


1 


: - - — 4 4 l 1 N — — 
„ r 
— = === I - —— — — * 
— 


Earthquake laſt Night, with like 8 as 


| Offober 30. 1727 


5 Dear C Bild, 


TO doubt but you heard the Roar, and 
felt the awful 1290 terrible Shock of the 


we did. We ſpent the Night in humble 


Cries to God for ourſelves and Neighbours, and 


in fervent Praiſes to our Great Preſerver. Your 
Mother and Siſter were exceeding thankful 


that I was not with you, that is to ſay, not 
abſent from them, as we were propoſing on 


Thurſday laſt, And as God has ordered it, 


"TI hope it is much the beſt. We long to hear 
from You, how you do, after ſuch a terrible 
Diſpenſation to the Land, which is a loud 
Call to all Parts of it 70 fear God, and re- 
- pent, and give Glory to Him. God ſanctify 
the Rod which he has ſhook over us for our 
"Humiliation, Terror and Reformation. I 
hope, my Dear, that it will ſtrengthen and 
confirm you in your Choice of God and his 
Ways, in the Dedication and 1 


of yourſelf to Him for ever; and help to 


prepare us all for that Kingdom of His which 
can never be ſhaken. 
It pleaſes us that you are in the Arms of 
a kind and dear Inſtructor and Comforter: 
But God is that to You and Us. None 
teacheth like Him. May He ſeal up Inſtructi- 
on 


my AY tm, tab prone oa 


- 


on to us, "ow us his Mind "= Will, and 
be our Truſt and Saviour, I leave you in 


his powerful and gracious Hands, in whoſe 


Hand our Time is, and who is the God of 
all our Salvation. You have our affectio- 
nate Prayers, and we queſtion not yours for 
We: 


Your loving Father, 


' Offober 28, 1730. 
At two of the Clock in the Mornings 


My dear Turell, 


HESE bring you the ſurprizing awful 

News of the ſudden Death of your 
dear Mother Colman. She went to Bed as 
well laſt Evening, and better than ſhe has 
been wont to do of late, but wak'd after 
Twelve in one of her ſtriving Fitts, We all 
roſe in an Inſtant, and Dr. Davis was with . 
her as ſoon as poſſible, and bled her ; but after 
a ſinall Gaſp or two ſhe expir'd, as ſoon as 
her Arm was bound up. I left her calling 
upon Chriſt, and committing herſelf to Him, 
when I ran for the Doctor, but ſhe was paſt 
ſpeaking, or knowing any body, when I 
came back. —— Let my dear Daughter know 
of it as cautiouſly and mildly as can be, which 
yet I need not ſay to you. Beg of her from 
me to be fill and know that it is God. 1 


| bg Cod wil hppolt 
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Fruit. O Lam afraid of S6frow upon Sor- 
080, if ſhe fall into Fits. 1 


Soul in 
both will for me. 


Preſence. Beg of my dear Child to ſubmit 
quietly to her Hidavenſ Father*s Will, the 
4 Support ſhe can give to her loving, 
earthly," dying Father. May you live long 

eſſings to each other, but for the moſt 
udden Separations the good Lord prepare 
us. 

My laſt her, Feb. 25th, 1734-5. 


Ny ore N Child, 


concerned for you u the Death of your 


| 1 Know your tender Heart, and am much 


rvant. It comes near to you, as Deaths in 
_ our Families always ſhould. I' pray God to 
ſanctify his Hand, ſuppo 


help you to ſubmit to his holy Will with a 


Preparations for your own Change, by a more 
diligent Care to be a Bleſſing i in your Houſe, 
white God continues you in it; which I hope 
will be long to the Glory of God; the good 
of all yours, and more eſpecially of your dear 
Samuel, and to your own Account at laft with 


GOD 


Joy. 


"way and e me 


pour out my 
Prayer for myſelf and her, as you: 
Come down as ſoon as 
may be to comfort and aſfiſt me with your 


rt you under it, and 


becoming Reverence, Fear and Love. May 
you be alfo quickned by it to the more earneſt 


®.- 
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GOD can find you 
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better. This is one of the good and perfect 


Gifts from the Fa 


hv &a ww woe 


yours and for you; and that at Deatif 
þ Wa ih 


only, Heh we Cin nd) 


preſent mutual Pleaſure; but more eſpecially 


the Parents that has a Heart to give, in the 


Image of the Living Father in Heaven ; who 
if earthly Parents know , bow. to give good Gifts 
unto their Child/en; will much more be ready 
to give his Holy Spirit to them"that at him. 


Seek this (my dear Love) before and above 
all things. It will make e . 
a 


every Need, and be the ſure Earneſt 
ſpiritual Bleſſings in the Heavenly Places. — 


We all love and pray for you, and long to hear 


you are well. 


Your loving Father. 


An 
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00 To the Reverend 


7 55 benezer Ti urell, 


- Occaficntd: by the DEATH of 
His l late Virtuous CoNSOR . 


1 By the Reverend 
Mr. JoHN ADAMS. 


HY hangs ſuch Sorrow on your penſive Brow ? 
Say, Turell, why the Tears fo freely flow! 
If you lament the lovely Partner fled, 
In vain you heave the Sighs, or Rivers ſhed, 

The Darts of Death within her Boſom deep 

Have urg'd the fatal Wound, and/fix'd the laſting Sleep. 


. — N 


Th' impartial Tyrant und his Arrows throws, Bi 
Nor heeds our Prayers, nor melts before our Vows, 80 
The Charms of Beauty wither ſrom his Hands, T, 
| As fades a Flower, and to a Tempeſt bends. W 
Nor Eloquence can ſooth, nor Virtue awe, A. 
Nor Force repell the pow r of Nature's Law. Le 
To Limits fix' d, our deſtin'd Courſe we bend, Ex 
And with refiſtieſs Haſte to Death's pale Empire ten]. — 


From Scene to Scene our ſhifting Moments go, 
And then return the Ground the Duſt we owe. 
As glides the pictur'd Dream before our Sight, 
Wingd with the fleeting Shadows of tae N ight, 


i 
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den pun; lacking W i 
We drop in Death, nad doin fhrvivdig Showers: | 

' Adown our Cheeks th' unwearied Carrents ſhed 
Can ne er revive, hut may-increaſe the Dead. 
Had you the Lyte of Ovgheui, which could mover 
The quickned Stones. and each attentive ee 51 9 
Or could you flow in fuch- a moving: Son” | 

As Turell warbled to the liftning Plain'z 
In vain the tender Plaints would charm her Ears, 
Bound to the breathing Confort of the 

Who would the doubtful Maze of Life repeat, TY. 410 
Where flattering Scenes the guided Fancy cheat Þct's 24 
Where Cares and Sorrows. circle thro' our Years, Nora 26 
While future Evils riſe before our Fears'? 
And feel the Fires of heavenly Rapture die, 

And blot with Tears the Viſions of the Skew 3 
None that had taſted of fublimer Springs 
Could feel a Fhirſt for theſe inferiour Things, 
As who a Lawn; diſtinct with frlver Rills; | 
Would change fur — Sands, or broken Hi | 
Or in the ä —— Cell 
From all the beauteous Realms of Phobiti feat; 

When ſmiling Proſpects and unfading Greens 
Courted his Sight wath their enamelb'd Scenes, 

And all the Arch of Heaven's expanded Sky 
Burnt with unnumber'd ' glories to his Eye Ff 
Thro' Death's dark. Valley, winding out her . 
The Saint has opened to a Blaze of Day. 

The Shades, now! nearer; han pon your Sight) 
But ſtill they border. on eternal Licht. 

So when the gathering Clouds tha Skies 

The Air is dark, and Nature wears the Storm, 
While all above is fpread a ſmooth Serene, 
And ting'd with Light the gilded Vapours ſhine... 
Let not theſe glories which: Thould bring Relief 
Expire in Shades, and fade in Floods of _ 

But while the Skies th? aſpiring Spirit claim, 

Behold her PiQare 17255 2h ke 
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Nature had ſhed upon her ample Mind 
Its various Gifts, which Art had well id. 


In her, paternal Touches you might trace 


To ſhape her Mind, and form each ſuture Graces 

And ſoon her Viatues-itito ProſpeQ rais d 

The Father's Care, but moſt the Gop conſeſs d. | 
He ſmooth'd her Strains, and tun'd her ſacred, Lyre, - 0 
And breath'd within her Soul Seraphick'Fire. -- . * - 


Even now, the flowing Numbers leſt behind 


Reflect the Features of her virtuous Mind. 

Nor yet of all the Nymphs that grace the Plain, 7 
Has one appear d to ſing ſo ſweet: a Strain. 
But moſt, Devotion did its Power ine 6 1 wind 1 


LEE 
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Soul of her Soul: the Spirit of herdule.- 


Of all her heavenly 'Tempers this was chief; - J Te 


Liv'd in her Heart, and liv'd within her Tits. 


Witneſs her Cloſet, whenee her glowing + xy 

Wing'd with celeſtial Vigour, reach'd her Father's Ears. 
There Gop vouchſaf'd to be her frequent Gueſt, 10 . 
And ſunk in Calms the Tumults of her Breaſt. * 
Happy, when thus retir d from human Eyes, al 0 
New Scenes of Glory enn from the one 780 ! ſr 00 


Free from Ambition She deſpis\ d che Charms! U 


O tempting Riches, circled in its Arms; 


But lov'd the Silence of the rural Scenes, TE 

And oſt would rove amidit:th* embroider'd Gio . 
Where Zephyrs fann'd her with their cooling Wings, 
And Birds.in Conſort ſung with murmuring Springs. A 7 
There She could move thro! Nature's artful Maze, The 
And contemplate on what the Simple gaze. 627 
Ah fade, ye Greens ! and weep, ye gliding Rille xl 
Droop all, ye Flow'rs ! in Vapours riſe, ye Hills! * 
Ye Zezhyrs into mourning Murmurs turn, 


And gather C louds for Tears _on TurelPs Urn 1 


The tender Ties of noptial Life She grac'd. 1 21 F 

And all the Mother to the Childexprei#d:- | 

The beſt of Daughters in her Carriage ſhone, 

She felt the Friend, and charm'd the weeping Town. 
Few 


— 
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ew were her Words, but -hoſe and weighty too, 
We could not blame, but griev'd they were ſo few: 
A ſteady Wiſdom led her cautious Life,, 

Conceal'd the Whiſper, and forbid the Strife. 
Deep Contemplation ting'd her ſerious Mind. 
Broke thro' her Eyes, and in her Aſpect ſhin d. 
Nor did her ſtedfaſt Virtue ere refule, _ 

In gayer Hours her graver Thoughts to loſe ; 

Nor Wit to lend its Aid to Innocence, 

To raiſe our Pleaſure, and to point her, Seuſe. a 
Politely read, what various Books ſhe knew ?, © 
Which on her Mind unfading Traces dre Wp. 
Nor was She vain, nor ſtain d with thoſe. Neglects, 
In which too learned Females loſe their Sex. 


But now, ah ! now, the heavy Shades of Night 
Have ſeal'd her Eyes, and ſunk. her from our Sight. 
Th' Etherial Picture has forſook our Eyes, | | WY | 
To gain the perfect Touch within the Skies. 
There all the Shadows will appear below,;, 
But all above the heightned Features glow, | 
Nor could the fainter Light our Sphere imparts 
Reveal the Beauties which the Draught aſlet:. 

Now, in a pfoper Point of Viſion plac'd, _ 
The kindled Graces are to Life expreſs'd. 


[4 


Fain would the Muſe her Plaintive Numbers c:a{c, 
And loſe her Sorrows in theſe Realms of Bliſs. 
But TAYLOR calls me downward, and demands 
Tears from my Eyes, and Cypreſs from my Hands. 
Snatch'd in a ſudden Shade, She gave her Breath, 
And all her Boſom wears the Dews of Death. 


+ 7 
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Mrs. Elizabeth Taylor, the lovely Conſart of che 
Rev. Mr. Jahn Taylor, Paſter of the Church in 
Milton, and Daughter of the late Rev. Mr. N- 

fthauadel Rogers of Pom ſinouth in New; Hami{oire, 
died April 16. 1735. three Wecks | after lte. 
Turell, and alike ettecmed and lamen ed by all 
that knew her. : 
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ipt in the beauteous tos of York She lies 
A Taded Flower, bedew'd by numerous Eyes. 
O could our Tears revive fo fair a Flower, 


Sure every Exe would ſpring the Wing | Show'r.” ; 


Sure you wauld weep, ye tender 
But Years forbid the m to Nature 4. 
But moſt the recent Babe, too ſoon deny d 


too 3 


The Boſom, hence he drew rhe vital Tide; \ 


Ah! why, ye 
Undeck'd with Gatlands of unfading Verle ! 
She lov'd your Strains; your ſpri nging Bays would riſe, 
Green with the falling Show'rs of iendly Eyes. 
Fair was her Face, bit fairer was her Mind, \ 
Where all the Muſes, all the Graces join'd. | 
For tender. Paſſions turn'd, and ſoft to pal, 
With all the graceful Negligence of Eaſe 
Her Soul was form'd for nicer n of Life, 
To ſhew the Friend, but moſt to ce the Wife. 
O had kind Heaven her longer Glories lent, | 


Bards! is Taylor's Hapleſs Hearſe, 


And ſpar'd the plaintive Tears which now are ſpent 


And may theſe Numbers, dying o'er her Urn, 
Excite ſome ſofter Muſe her Fate to mourn. 
If Nature ſhould forbid the Power to praiſe, 
Even Sorrow might create the melting Lays. ' 


Ah! die ye Roſes i in each faded F air! 
Let in each Eye- lid hang the pearly Tear ; 
For drooping now, ſequeſtr'd Shades impend 
The boaſted Flow” 'rS, that open d on the Land. 


ve rifmg "JON flouriſh in a Shade, 
And with protecting Greens embrace the Dead! 
While Joys Immortal widen in their Breaſt, 
And Heavenly Viſions charm the Stranger 'Bleft. 


We ſoon ſhall ſee the fair Immortals riſe, 
And with new Figures gra ce the wondring Skies. 
The piercing Trump ſhall wake up every Charm, 


Ang bid their Spirit their cold Alhes warm. 


'Tho' now the Tears demand to leave our Eyes, 


While 


. g 
While heightned into Form by Heavenly Art, 
Their finiſh'd Features fiercer Fires will dart. 
Before the vivid Glory of their Frames, 
The Sun itſelf ſhall fade in paler Flames. 


O let theſe Saints inſpire to tread the Way, 
That leads and opens to ſo bright a Day. 
Be ſunk, ye fading Scenes! ye Heavenly riſe ! 
Let every Boſom burn to gain the Skies! 
Ye Clouds of Sorrow ſeatter all away, 
And let the purple Skies diffuſe the ſmiling Day. 
Ah! ſhould our Eyes be dim with burſting Tears, 
When Heaven's ſurrounding Landskip ſpreads on theirs? 
What mean the Murmurs of our penſve Moan ? 
Hear their Melodious Muſic warble down; 
While all the Rivers of their Joy upbraid 
Thoſe Tears which only for ourſelveg/are ſhed. 
Their ſnowy Robes, which drink celeſtial Light, 
Should thro! the Shades of Mourning firike our Sight. 
If we behold the melted Weepers nigh ; 
The circling Seraphs ſparkle on their Eye: 
And Jesvs in ſublimer Charms confeſs'd, 
Diſpenſes all his Fires to warm their Breaſt. 
Here, Bodies moulder in a narrow Tomb, | 
T here, boundleſs Empires riſe, and Fields of Glory bloom. 
But if the Showers of Sorrow mult deſcend, 
Let picus Tears our Penitence attend, 
The precious Drops like pearly Seed be ſown, 
Till in the golden Fields of Zion grown, 
The Harveſt ſhall ariſe in Heavenly Light, 
And all diſtinguiſh'd wave upon the Sight. 
So when the ſpreading Clouds their Tears beſtow, 
The blooming Iris bends her varied Bow, 
The falling Drops with living Colours dies, 
And every Glory glitters thro' the Skies ; 
While iſſuing Phoebus paints the ſable. Veil, 
Whoſe envious Shades his Beauties would conceal. 
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The Father's Tears over his 8 — 
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Two SERMONS 


Preach'd at Medford, 
Avril 6, 1735. 
By Benjamin Colman, D. D. 


The Lo R D's-D Ax after the FNR RN AL | 
| Of His beloved Daughter 2 


— Fane Turell. 


— 


— 


Proverbs xxxi. 26, She openeth her Mouth avith Wi dom, 
and in her Tongue is the Law of Kindneſs. Ver. 31. 
Give ber of the Fruit of her Hands, and let her own 
» lg praiſe Her in the Gates, 
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HE following Serie plain and opt 
as they are, for Mourning forbids Or- il 
namen, been publtftf d ſooner, +4 "Y 
at all, ur the Funtral of ny dear Child, if te lf 
putting in Order ſome Memoirs of | her ſobre \ 

| 


Exemplary Life had not rn nh us 10 Some 
Dag. 1 


7 hbepe both FR Sermons i OY akne 
ay be of good Uſe to Parents and Children, aul 
t Miniſters and their Children in part: cular, or 

7 ſhould not trouble the Pablick dein them. | 


As the Father of the Decenſed 7 owe "2th 
Reſpert unto her Memory, but more as @ Miniſter 
T owe it to the Childien of my Country and 9 
the Town, It becomes Me now in Age to write 
for Thoſe unto Whom I have been mini ring 
theſe froe and thirty Years ; and 1 magnify my 
2 * (to borrow the Words of the Great Apifle) 
if T may provoke to Emulation thoſe that ore my © 
Fleſh, IT mean, if vba is bere publiſpd may 
ſerve to put Parents on more tarly aid rominged 


E 5 E. 


{'o1)) 
Endeavours for the Souls of their Children, and 
to inſpire our. Daughters i in particular with, De- 
ſores io improve in Knowledge and G vodneſe un. 
der the Inſtructions of their wiſe 2 gracious 
Parents. This, by | the Will f God; ought to 
be to me a Joy next to any ſaving Miniſtrations 
to ni own Offspring, coberecf the following Res 
cori gives” me ſame. bumble Hope: viz. That 
it has pleaſed God to make me, together with my 
geod Son Mr, Turell, . ſpiritual Hatber ig u 
loving Child, and that in Chriſt Jeſus we have 
begotten ber thro* the Goſpel; (again to uſe the 
Apoſtle's moſt pleaſant Words). At leaft 
ihe Reader will . charitably judge that I have 
with ſome Pains and Throws been travailing in 
Birth till Chriſt was formed in ber. In which 
I befeech others to be Followers of me, who yet 
8 oy Wee, to be AO among the eden of 

ri „ 
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For I baue at af very ng 2 that 
firſt and great Commandment of God to all his 
People, Deut. vi. 47. Hear, O Ifrael, 
The Lord our God is one Lord] And thou 
ſhalt love. the Lord thy God with all chine 
Heart, and with all thy Soul, and with all 
thy Might; And theſe Words which I com- 
mand. thee this Day ſhall, be in thine Heart, 
and Trovu SHALT. TEACH. THEM DILI+ 
GENTLY UNTO THY CHILDREN, Ge. 
See haw much true Love to God lies and ſhows 
ue. in our Care for the Souls f our Poſeterity 2 

a 
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and how much uy wy account this'i in 145 Tore 
to Fel. ds ** a cir a 
\ 4 G73% YL v1 M. o. 10 ＋ 0. 12 
35 Dited e has il may be better anſt Ty 
m= Commundment of God to Children, Prov. iv. 
£ Hear the Initruction of a Father, and 
—_ to know - Underſtanding ;* and could 
\- 21th true Delight take up the following Words, 
% For II was my Father's ==; tender and 
only beloved in the Sight of my Mother; he 
taught” me alſo and faid to me, Let thy 
Heart retain my Words, keep my Com- 
mandments and live: Get Wisdom get 
e korger! it not, N 5 wa 
bY nme 
On er thany, 27 5 our Fins and 
Daughters. anſwering ' to this Original in the 
' þ Book. f Gon, this wiſeſt of the Sons of Men, 
in a much ſuperiour Meaſure to what my De- 


ceaſed did in her Childhood and 7 ou! b y 


| | 
5 The firſt of theſe W Was com Do allo on the 
1 ſudden, Death. of her, dear Mother, ard ſhe ſat 
1 at my Fbet und hard 'it in her great Mecurninz, 
e with ſome Character of her loud Parent: whoſe 
Il Cares for her Soul ſbe records with great Thank- 
» fulneſs to God in ſome of ber Papers. And 
t, when Mr. Turell prevail'd with me to com? 
ry and <weep with him and his People, the Sabbath 
c. after the Funeral his Wife, I choſe to repea! 
”s that Sermon to m ſeif and bim; adap ing it to 
1 th: Communion which then fell in Courſe. 

nd 
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The other Sermon 1 had prtachd at home the 
| Lord's Day before, and now I make the Dx i- 
- CAT10N of both, firſt to the beloved Children 
ef my own. Flock: aud Town; and then 10 the 
Beloved People of Medford, o whom. I gave 


o away 10 ſmall Part of the Light of my Eyes in 


the Day 1 married ber to their Paftor. 


ps May they and - Sons and = 

ſerve themſehves of theſe ber living Remains, and 
whatſoever things are juſt, pure, lovely, and 
of good. Report, let 8 2 of theſe 
things ,— Ny. while She being dead ſpeaks 
to you in what is here a after a ſhort 
and ſilent Life among you ; Gop grant her 
| ſurviving Spouſe may be. long continued to teach 
and feed you in the * and Strengib of the 
Lon o Gop, and to carry many 7 A you with him 
to Heaven. | 11 


Boſton, May 20, I 73 5. 


a hahn COLMAN, 


Anrxons Sende 
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bra of his SONS. 
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a ee X. 3. 
And Aaron beld his Peace. 


RY gracious and lary was this 

Silence of Aaron, — awful was 
fthe Providence and Trial which made 
it ſo excellent and admirable in him. He 
and his Sons having been called of God unto 
the Prieſthood, — ſolemnly conſecrated to 
the Service of the 5 z u > the firſt 


Execution of their Office the Glory of the 
Lord a unto all the People, anda Fire 
came from before the Lord ar conſumed the 


Burnt-Offering upon the Altar. This was a 
moſt open and glorious Teſtimony of the 
Lord's accepting of his Sanctuary and Altar, 
his Prieſts alſo and the worſhipping People. 
Well might it fill them all with Tranſports 
of Joy, and make them fhout' and fall on 
their Faces. So they ador'd and gave Thanks 
to the King Eternal and Inviſible, who yo 


110 AARON: Saher 
Taf*d thus to manifeſt ] Himſelf to them, and 


ow them his Glory 
But the Sin and Tadden Death of Nadah 
and Aub (the two Sons of Aaron who had 
been dignified ainong the Elders of Iſrael, 
and by Name called up into the Mount, to 
ſee the God of Ifrael, and He laid not his Hand 
on them; Exod. xxiv. 1, 11.) gave a dread- . 
ful Damp to the Joys of that glorious Day. \ 
Theſe young” Prieſts, proud it may be of 
their Office, and half jntroxicated with the 
Joy of the facred Feſtival, took either of 
them his Cenſer, probably without- the Di- 
vine Order, to burn Incenſe at that Time; and 
whereas they ſhould have taken of th 45 U 
that was newly kindled on the Altar f 
before the Lord, they offered ſtrange Fe. 
uſed common F ire,which he commanded hem 
Nor. e 
This was a great piece of Raſhneſs, In 
reverence and Preſumption in them; and be- 
ing the firſt Profanation of God's Houſe and 
Worſhip by the Prieſthood, it pleaſed the Holy 
and Dreadful Majeſty. to ſtrike them dead 
. upon the Spot. There went out. Fire from the 
; Lord and devoured them, and thiy thed b-fore 
toe Lord. 
This was ſuch a kind af Beokavelherd as 
* | never but onte happened, enough to ſwallow 
vp all Words ! and no doubt but Moſes ind 
Aton and all the worſhipping Aſſembly were 
ſtruck with Aſteniſhment at the terrible Exe-" 
I} cution. But — inſpired of God, with a 
7 Pre- 
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un the Death of bis Sons. 241 


Preſence of Mind as ſurprizing as the preſent 
Event, immediately ſhewed them that ſo it 
became the Holineſs of God to ſanctify Him- 
ſelf on them that came nigh Him, 475 they 
did not take care to ſanctify his Name in 
their Approaches to Him and Miniſtrations 
before him: ver. 3. Ten Maoſes ſaid unto 


Aaron, This is it that. the Lord ſpale, |ſaying, 
I will be ſanctiſed in them that. come nigh me, 


and before all the People 1 will be lied And 
Auron held his Peace. 

80 Aaron hearkned to the Word of God, 
from the Mouth. of his Brother Moſes, and 
was dumb becauſe God had done it in his 
wiſe and righteous Severity: So he ſanctified 
the Lord, and glorified Him before all the 


People, in adoring Silence and profound Sub- 


miſſion. | 

This was as indeed became the High prieſt 
of the Lord. What an Example did he give 
to the frighted gazing Congregation! But he 
did no more than was his Duty, nor all that 
neither. It was of God's great Grace and 
Mercy to him that he bare as he did. Let 
God _ all the Glory, and Aaron his Praiſe 
alſo; for God put Honour on him, and glo- 
rified his Grace in him. 

It is the Duty of all Men, more eſpecially 
of Miniſters, to be filent under Divine Cor- 
rections. . Not only to bear, but to accept 
« of the Puniſhment of Sin. And the moſt 
** effectual Arguments for Mining and qui- 
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tr2 AAA Since 
a" eting à gracious Heart under Affliction, 
« ate thoſe that are fetched from Gods Glo- 
ry.“ The Holy One had ſanctified his 
own Name, and vindicated the Glory of it. 
This flenced Aaron.” God was glorified, 
and Aaron is fatisfied.”” 
ö te Bose T would briefly ſpeak to are 
1. That there is a gracious Silence which 
may highly become us in our ſorrowful Be- 
reavements; more eſpecially when they are 
ſydden and awful, and carry much of God's 
holy Anger and Diſpleaſure in them. 2. 
That Miniſters peel ſhould be Inftances 
and Examples hereof under ſuch Bereave- 
ments. ba 
1. There is a gracious Silence whith may 
highty become us in our ſorrowful Bereave- 
ments, more eſpecially when they are ſudden 
and awful, and carry much of God's Holy 
Anger and Diſpleaſure in them. 
Such was this of Aaron's in the Text: To 
have two Sons, juſt conſecrated to the Service 
of God, ſuddenly ſtruck Dead, as it were by 
| n and that becauſe the Holy God 
not ſerved by them in that reverend 
| — which he required, What could 
be more ſurprizing, more awful and ex- 
preſſive of Divine Diſpleaſure ? 
| The firft Death, the firſt Bereavement of 
I} the firſt Parents of Mankind, was a very ſud- 
. den and awful Breach upon them! And no 
1 doubt but Adam and Eve — God very 


1 angry 


> Gawd ww CTY as 1 


en the Death of bis Sous, 113 

angry with them, when 6c Br one Son, 
and him a godly one, murdered. by his un- 
godly Brother, becauſe his Works were 
righteous, and he accepted by God. © 
yet Bereayement was the moſt ſudden 

and tragical that we ever read of: His ten 
Children feaſting together, and rejoycing in 


one anathers Love; and on a ſudden comes a 


herce Wind from the Wilderneſs, and blows 
down the Houſe, and buries them all toge- 
ther in a Moment of Time; crulhed to pieces 
in ws mighty Ruins of ſome princely Fa- 
/ » 7 OM AGE Lad „ ned ab nd 
Jacob's Bereavement in the ſudden Death 
of Rachel was very awful to him; as indeed 
all Deaths in Child-birth are, becauſe of the 
joyful Hope therein fruſtrated of a new and 
double Lite. We have not the like ſcarce, 
but in the dying of the Wife of Phineas. 
Read the moving, killing Stories: Gengſs xxxv. 
16 --- 26, . Rachel travailed and ſbe had hard 
Labour, and the Midwife ſaid to her, Fear not, 


thou ſhalt have this Son alſo: Aud as her Soul 


was in departing She called bis Name Benoni ; 
The Son of my Sorrow! And Jacob ſet a Pil- 
lar upon ber Graue; it is the Pillar of Ravhel"s 
Grave unto this Day. But never was the holy 
and terrible Anger of God more teſtified 
againſt. a Family of Religion, than in the 
united Deaths of Eli, his Sons, and his pious 
Daughter in-law: 1 Sam. iv. 19.22. Aud 
when Ie heard that the Ark of God was len | 
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_ *'Nathaz told him in way of 47 . and 


| under the fear vl Apprehenſion' of! it. 1 r King 


f 14 7 AARON. 8 Silence 
id that her Futber. in- lau and ber Husband 


Were dead, be bowed ber felf and Yravailed: 
And about the Time of her Death, the Women 


Jaid' to ber, Fear not, for thou haſt born 4 


Sen] but foe anſwered not, nor regarged it; 
only named the Child Ihabod, ſaying, The Glory 
. departed from Tjraet, for 't Al of God i; 
aten. 

"The fair Naomi had a very awful Senſe of * 
the Divine Anger, when ſhe returned from 
the Land of Moab deſolate and empty; 
having buried her two Sons and her Husband': 
Ruth i. 20. Cal me not © Naomi,” call me 


Mara, for the Almighty hath dealt, very urg 
Aich va, and ane ga ne. 


"David's Deen in the Deli of his 
Child, was an expreſs Teſtimony of the high 
'Diſ] pleaſure of God againſt him for his Sin. 


Puniſhment, The Child 1 hal die. He faſted 


-and wept © therefore” before the Lord. But 


The Death of Anon for his Folly and Inceſt, 


and the Death of AMſalom in his Rebellion, 


were much more ſudden and awful Bereave- 
ments, and greater Teſtimonies of the Divine 


An er. 


he Widow of Zarephath, WhO was ho- 
noured to noutiſh' Elijah, (that is to ſay, he 


fed her by the Power of God) had a moſt 
awful Senſe of the bereaving Hand of God in 


the Death of her Son: She was even broken 


"XVIl 


en the- Death of b Bis Sons, 11 5 


xvli. 18. Ab, thou Man of God! ſaid ſhe, 
art thou come to call my Sins to remembrance ? ? 
and to flay my Son? 

And yet theſe awful, ſudden and grievous 

zreavements were not always from the Di- 
vine Diſpleaſure, however well the Bereaved 
did to apprehend it, and fear and moumn 
and fall at God's Foot. We cannot ſay that 


Racbel's Death was from God's Dif pleaſure 


with Jacob, Who was on his way to Bethel to 
pay his Vow, And we certainly . know that 
Job's Bereavements were not for his Sin, nor 
from any Diſpleaſure of God toward him; 
but the Lord in the Sovereignty of his Grace 
gwe Satan a Permiſſion to tły and prove thoſe 
excelling Meaſures of Grace with which He 
had dignified him, and whereof He had ſpo- 
ken with the higheſt Pleaſure. and Eſteem. 
And ſo it ſeems to have been in the Death 
of the Propbets Wife, hen the Defire, of B. 
Eyes was taken away with a Stroke, and behold 
Ido it, ſaid the Lord to him, and forbad hi 
to . mourn or weep, Ezek, xxiv. 16. Nor 
was there any Anger of God in the Death of 
Lazarus or Dorcas; but only Glory to Him- 
ſelf with Love and Favour both to the Dead 
and to the Living; however bitterly the SUr- 
vivors took both'the 25 and the other. 
Nevertheleſs it always becotnes us to ap- 
prehend and fear the holy Anger of God in 
his bereaving Providences; and the more ſud?ꝰ 
denly they come upon us, the more awful 
9 , 


16 AARON's Silence 
they ſhould be to us; and frequently the Diſ- 
pleaſure of God is great in chem, and we can- 
not certainly judge when it is tiot fo. Where- 
fore in all ſuch Caſes a gracious Silence may 
exceedingly become us. We may well be 
ſtruck dumb, and like Agron hold our Peace, 
When the Hand of God ſuddenly touches 
8 8 | 
So the excellent Servants of God have be- 
haved, both before and fince the Days of 
Aaron, under a like eminent Government of 
the Ji of Grace. Job, when he heard of 
the diſtaſtrous End of his ſeven, his ten, his 
all, fell down and worſhipped, in a few 
Words, But when the furious Devil had co- 
vered him with dolorous and filthy Ulcers, 
then he ſeems to have fat down more ſilent 
and aſtonied, laying his Hand upon his Mouth, 
and keeping it with a Bridle. His Friends 
found him in this Silence, and accompanied 
him in it. Job ii, 13. So they ſat down 
with him upon the Ground, ſeven Days and 
even Nights, and none ſpake a Word unto Him; 
W | for hey ſaw that his Grief was very preat. 
111 e Wife of Phineas died of Grief, and died 
If ſilent. The wiſe and pious Shunamite told not 
1 her Husband of the Child's Death, and lay 
Sil filent for a time at the Prophet's Feet. When 
n David's Sorrow was ſtirred, you read his Prac- 
| dice, his Victory over himſelf, Pal. xxxix. 
2. I was dumb with Silence, I held my 85 
| N uc 


on. the - Death of bys Sow. 117 
Such was his gracious Silence at his lafant's 
Death, but not ſo at Ams. 

Soch Mourners were the Siſters of Zezarys 
7 they thought much and faid little: Lord, ſaid 
they when Jeſus came, if thou badſt been here, 
my Brother had not died, Jeſus himſelf mour- 
3 ned with them in like Silence: He wept, he - 

J ſighed, he groaned within himſelf as he came 
- to the Grave. 
f He bare our Sins and Sorrows ſilent, and 
if went to his Croſs as a Lamb to the Slaughter ; 
;f ſo he opened not his Mouth, Iſai. lit. 7. At 
the Bar of Pilate, loaded with falſe 2 
ons, he anſwered nothing, inſomuch that the 
Governor marvelled greatly, * Matth. xxvii. 
n The dan of Ged, the Man of Sorrows, has 
thus /an#iified a gracious Silence under the 
Hand .of His 5 He agoniz d in the 
Garden, in fervent Prayer, but in a very few 
Words. And thoſe Words were full of 
adoring Silence; Father, if this Cup may not 
paſs away from me, thy Will be done. He faid 


little on the Croſs, It chere was very much 
in chat little. . God 


Not that our Lord Jefus in all —— * 
more particularly in ſome of thoſe that attended his 
Crucifixion, meant to give us an wn, Example, for 
our Imitation. Some of them it may be were inimitable 
by the beſt of his poor Members i in this mortal Fleſh ; 
and ſome that were in themſelves imitable, were how- 
ever peculiarly proper to Himſelf, and only to Him; 
who was made Sin for us, and had Power over his own 


Life, to lay it down as a Sacrifice and Price of Redemp 
tion, e 


118 'A*A R O N's Silence 
Goc has ſometimes enjoin'd his ſorrowful 
People ſilence. Pſal. xlvi. 10. Be ftill and 
know that I am God. My Context gives us the 
We muſt therefore diſtinguiſh if we can, and wiſely 
confider, what in the Sufferings and Dying of our Lord 
eſus Chriſt was meant as an Example to us and for our 
mitation, and what not ? or how far the ſame Things 
may be imitable by us, and in what Reſpects above our 
Imitation? 30 [142] | | 
For Inſtance, our Lord ſtood ſilent before the Hizh- 
Prieft and before Pilate, and would not anſwer the mali- 
cious and falſe - Accuſations againſt him; He went alſo 
whither he knew the Traitor would follow him, nor 
would he go away when the Guards fell before him. It 
does not follow that we are bound to imitate Chriſt in one 
or other of theſe things; nay it might be Preſumption in | 
us, and a Treſpaſs on the Glory peculiar to Him, the | 
Lord of Lie in our Nature. We are to imitate the 
Meekneſs, Patience and Submiſſion to the Will of God, 
conſpicuous in the Sufferings of our Lord; but His Caſe was 
ſingular, his Station in the World proper to Himſelf alone, 
and there was to be zone after him, wo /econd Jeſus, a 
Redeemer and Saviour. For there is One God, and ane 
Mediator between God and Man; the Man Chriſt Feſus. 
For this End was I born, ſaid He to Plate, and t this 
End came I into the World! Could any of his Saints fay 
this, they might act like him, in all the Circumſtances of 
his dying. Wherefore in Honour to our Lord we may not 
preſume to do -as He did, in things peculiar to Him as 
Lord and Chriſt. | | 
I do not deny but that under the Influence of the Spirit 
of Chriſt, his Martyrs, and other ſuffering Saints, may 
W | know and feel themſelves called to extraordinary things, 
| in Conformity to their Suffering Head; in which - Cafes 
we muſt beware of judging them: But then neither are 
they to be drawn into an Example to ourſelves or others; 
that we ſhould judge ourſelves or one another for not be- 
ing able to imitate, to which we may rather think we are 
not called; and if not, it would be to temp? the Lord on 
God, and to expoſe Religion with ourſelves. 
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moſt ſingular Inſtance of it; Moſes forbad 
8 and his Sons to bewail the Breach which 
e Lord had made on them, leſt they died. 
So Ezekiel was commanded not to weep, when 
God took away his Wife, This was one Time 
A and Way, when. his Tongue was Made to cleave 
r | 9 the Roof ef his Mouth, 
s -þÞ Now ſuch gracious Silence may exceedingly 
become us under our awful and ſudden Be- 
: n becauſe N Ras 4.04 $4, 
. T6 be ſure then there is INI ſaid 
i | -2ainſt the Will of God, and his Doing : No- 
' | thing in the way of Complaint againſt God, 
in as if he were a hard Maſter ; Nothing in way 
he of Anger and Diſpleaſure, as Job's Wife 
would have proyoked his Spirit: Nothing in 
a: way of Murmur, as the 1/raehtes of old ſpake 
e, I againſt God. Far, far be from us, any Look 
or Appearance of Diſpliceney at what God 
. orders out to us or ours, and much leſs any 
}'s Word from our Lips of that Nature. Yet 
ay David was diſpleaſed when God ſtruck. Uzza, 
and Fonab was angry when his Gourd was 
blaſted. ; But Job ſinned ngbs nor a ue 


fooliſhly. | 


ed 2. This, gracious Silence ſpeaks muc nd 
es aloud for God. It has its 5 5 and 

are Sage, and is eaſily heard and Ane 
rs; here is no Speech nor Language where its 


be- 
iro | Voice is not known, 


It 
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I: ſpeaks. Submiſſion to the ſovereign Will 


of God: As a Son or Servant is filent under 


the Rebuke or Correction of a good Father or 


Maſter : Or as a Criminal is filent. before his 


Judge z or as a SybjeCt before his Prince when 
ie has diſpleaſed Him. 
We juſtify God in his Judgment when we 


hold our Peace, We own Him juſt and 


_ righteous, not having a Word to fay, We 


humble ourſelves in his Sight, and accept of 
the Puniſhment of our Sin. en ONES. 

Silence in a Sinner is expreſſive of Peni- 
tence, Sorrow and Shame and Fear. We 
take Shame to ourſelves, and are afraid before 
God, and hy our Hand upon our Mouth, 
As Job did, Chap. xl. 3,4.  Bebold I am vil, 
zobat ſhall F-anfwer Thee ? Once have I ſpoken, 
but I will proceed no further, xlii. 6. Where- 


fore I abbor myſelf, and repent in Duſt and Abe, 


_ Silence before God under his afflicting Hand 


Im and Fuſtice. It is mental Worſhip, 
The Mind thinks, confiders and adores, while 
the Tongue is ſilent, and the Lips move not. 


Wim nn 


So devout Souls mean it, and ſo God hears and 


accepts it. So Aaron gloxified the Holy One 
of 1/rgel in the Preſence of many Worſhip- 

olemn Day, a like Act of Worſhip, as thi 
Silence of Agro. O what a Sacrifice did he 
make to God, while he held his Peace} A 
lacred Reverence ſtopt his Mouth ! Mark me, 


and 


. There had not been, it may be, on that 
emn . 


on the Deatb of his Sons. 121 
and be aſtonied, and lay your Hand upon your 


Mouth, The whole Aſſembly of Worſhip- 
pen ſtood Heut and adoring with him. 


3. This gracious Silence under-ſudden and 
awful Bereavements highly becomes us in 
point of Prudence and Care ; Caution and 


Guard upon ourſelves, Now keep the Door 


of thy Lips, fear to ſpeak in a Surprize, jeſt 
it be unadviſedly; which even the meek Moſes 
himſelf did, and ſmarted for it; and was, en- 
join'd Silence in his Suffering on that Ac- 
count; * Speak no more to me (ſaid God) of 
that Matter? 

Be not raſh with thy Mouth, is not only a 
piece of wiſe Advice 1n the caſe of Worſh 7 
and Vowing to God, but alſo in that of Sui- 
fering under his Holy Hand. Why ſhouldeſt 
thou ſpeak ſuddenly, and then have cauſe to 
ſay, It was an Error ? Why ſhould God 
be angry at thy Voice? Eccl, v. 2, 6. 4 

Keep your Silence, ſaid Moſes to Aaron and 
Eleazer in my Context, leſt ye die. Gracious 
Silence ſpeaks a wiſe and reverend Fear of 
God, and a conſcious Jealouſy of ourſelves, 
Ic ſhows a due Senſe of dur own Imperfection, 
Corruption and Sinfulneſs, that we dare not 
truſt ſuch a foolith Heart and Tongue. Our 
Affections are irregular, our Paſſions unruly; 
apt to break out at our Lips, when our Hearts 
are hot within us. We no ſooner take fire 
within, but we blow up and burſt to pieces, 

F Ouͤt 
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Oat of the Abundance of the Affections the 
Mouth peaks ; but Silence keeps them down 
from making Work for Repentance. It was 
therefore wiſely reſolved by David, Pal. 
xxxix. 1, 2, I will take heed to iny Heart, that 
I fin not with my Tongue; I will keep my Mouth 
with a Bridle while the Wicked is before me : 
I was dumb with Silence, I held my Peace. The 
Rein in the Mouth holds in the head-ſtrong 
Paſſions, that would elſe run away with us, 
The Horſe that has a hard Mouth, and too much 
Spirit, needs a hard Kirb, and a ſtrong Hand. 
Moreover, Silence in a Surpriſe gives Time 
and Room for Thought, while he that ſpeaks 
ſuddenly ſpeaks without thinking ; and when 
he thinks over what he has ſaid is ready to bite 
his Tongue, and wiſhes he could eat his 
Words. And well may hebe ready to gnaw his 
Tongue who ſpeaks haſtily and fooliſhly of God 
or to Him. Therefore get alone, and Keep 
Silence, and put thy Mouth in the Duft, when 
God rebukes and afflicts The Prudence of 
the thing, as well as the Religion of it, ſo 
directs. And indecd Religion 1s evermore 
the higheſt Wiſdom, But after all that has 
been ſaid in Praiſe of gracious Silence before 


God, it muſt be added, 


4. That wiſe and gracious Speaking, to 
God and of Him, in the Day of our Affliction, 
may be ſometimes better than Silence; more 
to the Glory of God, the Edification of Men, 
and 


en the Death of his Sons. 123 
and our own Eaſe and Comfort. Let but 
Grace govern the Heatt and the Tongue, and 
whether we fpeak of hold our Peace, there- 
will be the ſame Adoration of God, Humiliati- 
on before Him, Submiffion to Him, and Pru- 
dence with reſpect to ourſelves. _ | 

The Tongue was made to ſpeak, as well in 
the Day of Grief as in the Day of Gladneſs; 
and in both to the Glory of God. Mas 
ſpake admirably to the Honour of God, while 


Aaron ſtood ſilent. Aaron's Silence kept Time 


and Concert with Maſes Words. There was 
perfect Harmony in both together. 

Job in his Bereavement ſpake,--- Q how well 
at firſt ! but afterward there was much amiſs, 


It had been better to have kept ſilent ſtill, than 


to open his Mouth and curſe his Day as he did. 
Yet in his after Speeches he ſhowed a better 
Judgment, and as good Affections, as his pious 
Friends. God ſaw him tight in his Principle, 
Aim and End. He and they meant feryentl 
to honour Providence, but Satan tempted, and 
at times irritated them all: fo poor ate we at 
our beſt Eſtate, and in our beſt Exerciſes com- 
paſſed with Infirmity, _ C 
We muſt make the beſt of what is ſpoken, 
and piouſly meant in the Day of Sorrow. It 
the good Woman ſpake too paſſioriately to 
Elijah on the Death of her Son, yet ſhe ſpake 
penitently, and the Paltion was oveflogked, 
id Elijab remember againſt her her Sins 12 


\A_ 
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did he lay her Son? No; but ſhe remembred 


her own Sins before God, and all was well, 
God conſidered that ſhe was a Mother. 


1 might give ſome Directions here, and ſay 


1. Under the ſurpriſing and awful Provi- 
dences of God let our Words be few. God is 
in Heaven and we on Earth. We are Duſt 
and Aſhes before the moſt High God. 


2. Let our Words be deliberate and well 
weighed, Think awfully and ſpeak ſlow ly, 
for it is before the Lord; to Him and of 
Him. Teach me what I ſball ſpeak, and 


how ! | 


1 
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3. Speak humbly, abaſing ourſelves in the 

Sight of God. As Job anſwered the Lord and 
ſaid, Behold I am vile, what ſhall I anſwer thee ? 
1 will lay my Hand upon my Mouth, The holy 
Son of God himſelf ell upon his Face and prayed, 
in the Hour of his Sorrows. 


| ＋ "Speak adoring : fall down and worſhip 
ſa of Supplication to thy Judge. What ſhall 
T ſay, He baib both ſpoken to me, and Himſelf 
vath wor it, | 


1 Speak as a guilty and repenting Sinner. 
Conteg Sin and juſtify God. Aſcribe Righte- 


ouſneſs and Mercy to thy Maker, and take 
Shame 
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— to thyſelf. Job's laſt Words were the 

ery, beſt that he ſpake, Chap. xlii. 3. Now 
4 Eye ſeeth Thee, wherefore T ber myſelf, 
and repent in Duſt and Aſhes. The Lamentat:- 
ons of Feremiah are the higheſt Strains of 
penitential Humiliation under amazing Afflicti- 
ons. The Yoke of my Tranſgreſfions is bound by bis 


Hand; they are wreathed and come up utun my 
Neck: Remembring my Affiiftion and my Miſerv, 


the Wormwood and the Gall, my Soul hath them 


ſtill in Remembrance and is humbled in me: - 
He jitteth alone and keepeth filence, be putteth bis 


Mouth in the Duſt, he giveth bis Cheek to bim 


that ſmiteth him, be is 22 full with Re- 
proach, 


6. We muſt ſpeak our Truſt in the Grace and 
Mercy of God through the Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
No Words of Deſpondency ſhould fall from 
our Lips, We muſt ſpeak unto God and © 
Him, as he ſpeaks of Himſelf : Necb. ix. 37 
But Thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious end 
merciful, flow to Anger 5 of great Kinaneſs. 


7. We muſt ſpeak with profound and ab- 
ſolute Submiſſion. Has not the Potter 
power over the Clay? Shall not God do 
* what H- will with his own ? Who has 
given Him the Charge over the Earth? Or 


who has diſpoſed the whole World? If he 


* ſet his Heart upon Man, if he gather to 
- Himſelf the Spirit and Breath, all Fleſb 


73 ſhall 
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Hall periſh together, and Man Hall turn again 
to his Duſt, 

To cloſe on this Head. We muſt hold 
our Peace from Murmuring, or any Words of 
Diſcontent, Diſpleaſure and Complaint at what 
God does ; but we muſt open our Mouth to 
adore, confeſs, ſupplicate, bleſs and praiſe the 
'wiſe, the holy, ſovereign, good and faithful 
God. Our Sins may well ſtop our Mouth 
from complaining, but the Grace of God 
opens them in humble Confeſſions and Sup- 
plications to him : And to ſpeak alſo unto 
others for their Inſtruction, Admonition, Di- 
rection, Excitation, Conſolation, ſpiritual Edi- 
fication and Eſtabliſhment in Faith and Holi- 
neſs. Such ſpeaking is at any Time, and in 
every Cale, better than Silence. And Silence, 
like Aaron's in the Text, is then only great 
and good, when it — By thus to the Eyes 
and Hearts of all about us. 


But this for the Grit Doctrine, That there 
is a gracious Silence which may highly be- 
come us in our ſorrowful Bereavements. 
pals to the other Obſervation. 


II. That the -Miniſters of Chriſt are more 
eſpecially obliged to be Inſtances and Ex- 
amples of a wiſe, gracious and reverend De- 
portment under the bercaving Hand of God. 

Aaron was in my Text fingled out for an 
Example to the whole Congregation of Tjracl. 


We 


e R wt 


that Silence and Humiliation that ſhall hondur 


on the Death of his Sons, 127 
We read how well he behav'd, and gave Glory 
to God. It highly became him to do ſo, 
God had ſet him over his Houle, and before 
his Worſhippers. He was to go before them 
in bearing as well as doing. And we are bid 
to take him, among the Saints and Prophets. 
who have ſpoken in the Name of the Lord, fr 


an Example of ſuffering Afliction, and Patience, 
Jam. v. 10. 


Aaron was both a Prophet and a Prieit, the 
Mouth of God to Hael, and their Mouth to 
God; and he could ſpeak well, yet was now 
Gilent. He was now in waiting, miniſtring in 
his Place, in the Sanctuary, when he gave this 
illuſtrious Example of profound Submiſſion : 
And fo he ſtands a teaching and commanding 
Pattern to the Miniſters of God for ever, and 
to them eſpecially. Every worſhipping 1/razlte 
were to learn of him that awful Day, but the 


Prieſthood and Levites, his own Family and 


Tribe, more than others. 


I ſpeak therefore more eſpecially to myſelf, 
and to my dear Son, your honoured and be- 
loved Paſtor, this Day; to charge myſelf 
and him, in the Name and Preſence of the 
Great and Holy God, who is pleas'd to Jay 
his bereaving Hand upon us; that we fall 
down before Him and implore his Grace to 
help us to carry ourſelves before you with 


his Holy Name before you, and exemplify in 
4 {ome 


2 2 
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ſome manner thoſe Doctrines and Command- 
ments of God our Saviour, which we have 
been ſo often preaching to you in the Days 
of Death and Mourning that have paſſed over 
Us. 

Miniſters have their Trials, and very awful 
ones, as well as others. They are Sinners as 
well as others, and their Sins are greater, 
more aggravated and heinous then other Mens. 
And if they are like Aaron among the Saints 

of God, as by their ſpecial Conſecration to 
Him they are peculiarly bound to be, they are 
the more likely to be exerciſed with Affficti- 
ons, for many are the Mfictions of the Righteous; 
and they are the more meet to be ſo exerciſed, 
becauſe they have Graces to exerciſe in this 
Way ; according towhat we read, Heb. x. 32. 
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After ye were illuminated ye endured a great 
Fight of Affictions. Unto ſuch it is given on 
the behalf of Chriſt, not only to Believe in 
Hm, but to fer for his Name. Phil. i. 29. 
II is given to them to do ſo! Grace is given to 
tlzem for this End, and it is a favour done 
them, an Honour put upon them, when by the 
Help of Grace they bear and endure in an ex- 
emplary manner the Afflictions and Sufferings 
which it pleaſes their Holy Saviour to call them 

tO. 
Miniſters are under the common Bonds of 
all Chriſtians, together with the ſuperadded 
Charge of God. 2 Tim. iv. 3. Waich thon 
in all things, endure Aﬀiictions, make full proof 
0 


_— —— 


- our Salvation, who was made perfect through 


aye i 

oh the Death of his Sons. 129 
of thy Miniſtry. ii. 9. Thou therefore endure 
Hardneſs, as a govd Soldier of Teſus Chriſt. 
We cannot fulfil! the Miniſtry that we have 
received of the Lord Jeſus, if we be not con- 
formed to Him in ſuffering Affliction and 
Patience, as he calls us to it. This Command- 
ment we have received from the Captain of 


Sufferings. 

Miniſters bear Teſtimony and Witneſs to 
the Doctrine of the Croſs, by bearing it 
themſelves, after Chriſt and before the Flock; 
They honour Him and edify the Church while 
they do ſo. They follow Him and lead the 
Flock in his Steps. Rev. i. 9. J Jobn robo am 
your Brother and Companion in Tribulation, and 
in the Kingdom and Patience of Jeſus Chriſt. 
1 Thef. i. 6. And became Followers of us and 
of the Lord, in much Afliction, and Foy -4 the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

Brethren, pray for us, who though we are 
called to miniſter to You i in Holy T hings, yet 
are compaſſed with Infirmity, and are not ſuffi- 
cient of ourſelves to think a good Thought, or 
to bear the leaſt Barden in a becoming n manner; 
ſo as to adorn the Doctrine of God our Savi- 
our, or bear about his Afflictions and Dying 
in our mortal Fleſh. Pray for us, that «whether 
we be aicted it may be fer your Conſolation ard 
Salvation! that by the Bleſſing of the Hog 
Spirit it 8 be H Gual in vour endurins the 
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13 AARON's Silence 
= Sufferings! and that we may be comforted 

of God in all our Tribulation, ſo as to be able to 
comfort others in every Trouble, by the Comfort 
ewherewith we ourſelves are * of God, 

2 Cor. 1. 4,6. 

Yea, We have ſometimes gladly learned, 
and been edified by ſome of you in your Sor- 
rows, while we have been miniſtring unto you; 
and ſhall always rejoice to be taught by your 
humble and gracious Example. 

Let Miniſters and People be together look- 
ing unto Jeſus, the Author and Finiſher of 
our Faith, who for the Joy before Him en- 


q dured the Crois. Of his Fulneſs, in whom it 
0! hath pleaſed the Father that all Fulneſs ſhould 
I! dwell, we all may receive and Grace for 


C | Grace :. Grace for the doing, and Grace for 
9 bearing and ſuffering his holy Will. And he 
1 has ſaid to h ufferiog Saints and Miniſtefs, 
. « My Grace ts ſu ufficient for you, for my Strength 
a is made perfect in Weatneſs »* 

g O ſcek that all- ſufficient Grace for yourſelves 
| in all your Trials, and ſeek it for me and 
1 mine now in the ſudden and awful Stroke of 
1 God upon us! that his Hand may be ſancti- 
fied to us, and that His Name may be glori- 
fed in your Sight by our ſilent Submiſſion and 
Fear before Him. 

God has been very gracious to me and mine 
in his ſparing Mercy. For about Six and 
twenty Years there had been no Death in my 
Family, when God ſuddenly called for the 

Mo- 
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Mother from my Arms, and now at the End 
of three Years and a half the Daughter follows. 
When Death has ſtaid long from a Houſe, yet 


come it mult, and then it often ſtrikes double. 
This is the neceſſary Fruit (as Fudge Hale ſaid 


on the Death of a Son) of living long in a. 


dying World. Bereavements multiply upon 
them that have numerous Relatives, and live 
to be old. And he that has but an only 
Child, muſt ſilently yield to the good Pleaſure 
of God, if he be tried like Hrabam with an 

Order from Heaven, Take nowthy only One, 
and offer him up to Me. 

The Lord 1s calling us this Morning to his 
Holy Table, in our Mourning over our Dead. 


It is meet for us to remember Chriſt's Sor- - 


rows, and ſhow forth his Death, bearing our 
own before Him, and preparing for our own 


Dying. We may not excuſe,gurſelves from 


eating of the Sin- Mering i in tht Roh Place, be- 
cauſe of our Maurning; as Aaron made excule 
for his ſurviving Sons; ; Context, ver. 19, 
Behold ſuch things have Befallen me, and could it 
have been accepted in the Sight of the Lord? To 
be ſure if we are going in holy Mourning and 
odly Sorrowing to the Table of Chriſt, we 
thall be accepted. The Ordinance calls for 
i and is given to aſſiſt us in it. There let us 
be mourning for Sin, mourning after Chriſt, 
Pardon, Peace, and Communion with Chriſt 
in the Benefits of his Sufferings; and we ſhall 
and that the Lord hath anointed Him to give 
F 6 unto 
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unto them that mourn in Zion, Beauty for 
Aſhes, the Oil of Joy for Mourning, and 
the Garments of Praiſe for the Spirit of Hea- 
vineſs. 

We muſt be bearing about in our Bodies 
the Dying of our Lord Jeſus, that the Life 
of Jeſus may be manifeſted in our mortal 
Fleſh. He is the Example to us of holy Dying, 
and alſo the quickning Spirit for this bleſſed 
End. Let us lcarn of Him how to keep 
Death and Eternity always on our Hearts, in 
a lively Remembrance, and in the moſt awful 
effectual Conſideration of it. 

Is not the Lord's Table a Bond upon us 
to live as dying Men and Women ? and 
allo a Means appointed for this End unto 
Bzhevers ? And a well adapted Means this 
Repreſentation and Memorial of the Dying 
of our Lord, to excite us greatly to be get- 
ting ready for our own, and to reſign up 
ours to Death when He calls for them. 

Our Conſolation in the Death of our godly 
Relatives is founded on the Dying and Re- 

ſurrection of our Lord Jeſus. For if we be- 
| lieve that Jeſus died and roſe again, even ſo 
them that ſleep in Feſus God will bring with Him. 
Therefore we cannot ſorrow as thoſe that 
have no Hope. No, but we have even Com- 


munion with the Dead in Chriſt at his Table, 


= in the bleſſed Hope of being ſhortly with 


them at a better Table, in an Everlaſting 
Sabbath, where the Days of Mourning ſhall 
be 
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be ended: According to thoſe Soul-reviving 
Words, enough to quiet, ſilence and com- 
fort us in all our Tribulations : © Luke xxii. 
24, 29, 30. Ye are they which have con- 
 tinued with me in my Temptations, and I ap- 
point unto you a Kingdom, as my Father hath 
appointed unto me; that ye may eat and drink 
at my Table in my Kingdom, 
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David's Words 
5 UPON THE 
DEATH of his CHILD. 
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2 SAMUEL XII. 23. 
T ſhall go to him, but he ſhall not return to me. 


| HEY are David's calm and quieting 
Words upon the Death of his Child. 

He had been in great Sorrows, the 

Sorrows of Nature and alſo of Grace; the 
Sorrows of deep Humiliation and Repen- 

tance under the holy Anger and Hand of 

God. | 

Nathan the Prophet was ſent by God to him 

to lay open before him his Sin, and to tell 
him that the Child ſhould die. David hum- 
bled his Soul with Faſting, and lay all Night 
upon the Earth. The Elders of his Houſe 
went to him to raiſe him up and conſtrain him 
to eat, but he would not be entreated by them. 

Therefore when the Child was dead they were | 

afraid to let him know of it, leſt his Sorrow | 

| (which 
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(which was ſo great before) ſhould quite over- 
whelm him. But to their Surprize he aroſe 
and waſhed Himſelf, and went into the Houſe 
of God and worſhipped ; and they ſet Bread 
before him, and he did eat. His Servants 
humbly ask him the Reaſon of this his Con- 
duct, and in the Meekneſs of Wiſdom and 


Grace he anſwered and ſatisfied them. While 


the Child was yet alive, ſaid he, I faſted 
and wept; for I faid, who can tell whe- 
ther God will be gracious to me, that the 
„Child may live? But now he is dead, 
“ wherefore ſhould I-faſt? Can I bring him 
back again? T ſhall go to him, but he hall 
„ not return to me-“ 

The Soul of the Child was gone: gone 
from the Body, which was therefore to turn 


1nto Duſt; and gone to the World of Spirits, to 


the Spirits of the Juſt, (as David hop'd) to 
the Boſom of Abraham ; according to the 


Prayers he had been pouring out for it, with 


{ſtrong Crying and Tears. 

He could not think of a Reſurrection from 
the State of the Dead, his Prayers and Tears 
could not bring him "back again; he could 
not expect or deſire it. God's Will was done, 


and it became him to ſubmit z to make the 


beſt and get the Good of the Bereavement, to 
worſhip and behave agreeably. He turn'd his 


Thoughts therefore to his own Dying, to get 


himſelf more ready for his own Departure; 
and if his Child were happy, to meet it * a 
[ET 
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136 DAVID's Words 
better Life. I ſhall go to him, but he ſhall not 
return to me. 


The Words preſent us with the following 
uſeful but Ger and plain Obſervations. 


1. That our Dead are gone from us, and 
this World of ours, no more to return to us or 
it till the laſt Ty. | 


2. That we are all going after them to the 
other World. 


3. That we ſhould ſeriouſly remember this 
in the Days of our Bcreavements, and in our 
Sorrows over our Dead. 


4. That Parents eſybcially fhould think 
a fly of it, in their Mourning for dead 
Children. 


I. The Dead are gone from this World of 
ours, no more to return to it till the laſt Day. 
The Spirit leaves the mortal Body, its earthly 
Houſe and Tabernacle, and goes to the World 
of Spirits, the inviſible World, into an eternal 
and unchangeable State. For there is an un- 
ſeen future World whither the Soul goes at 
Death; and there is a twofold State in that 
World of Spirits; a State of Happineſs for 
elect and ſanctified Souls, and a Place of Mi- 
ſery and Torment for unholy and unclean 
Spirits. For 


upon the Death of bis Child, 137 

For when the Duſt returns to the Earth as 

it was, the Spirit returns to Gad that gave it. 

Eccl. xii, 7. And its everlaſting State is then 

decided and fixed by Him, in a moſt righte- 

ous Judgment paſſed immediately upon every 

one : Some go away into everlaſting Puniſhment, 

but the Righteous into Life Eternal, Matth, 
v. wt. 

There are the Spirits in Priſon, i. e. Hell, 

1 Peter iii. 19. And broad is the Way, and 

wide the Gate, that leadeth to Deſtruction, and 

many there be which go in thereat, Matth. vu. 

13, A whole World of precious Souls once 

went down together, into that Abyſs of Miſe- 

ry, Eight only excepted. They went quick into 

Hell. The Depths cover'd them, they ſank 

to the Bottom as a Stone. In what Shoals 

did they ſink! as Fiſhes taken in the wide 

J Net of God! how did the proud Waters go 

over their Souls! and the Floods overwhelm 

them ! for Violence was in their Dwellings.--- 

And what Multitudes from Age to Age have 

lince gone to the Generation of their Fathers, 

never to fee Light ! Pal. xlix. alt. Tophet is 

large enough to receive them all, and the' 

many more that are ſtill following their per- 

nicious Ways. We are told of one of theſe 

many, roaring in the Place of Torments as ſoon 

az out of the Body, and begging that his five 

ſurviving Brethren might be warned and pre- 

vented from coming after him. Luke xvi. 


28, | 
But 
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But there i is c Remnant according to the Elalli- 
ne of Grace that are gone to Heaven; to Ever- 
2 ſting Life, Bleſſedneſs and Glory; and a 

few more choſen of God, and called by his 
Grace, are going after them. There are Abel, 
Seth; Enoch, and the Antediluvian Pa: 'riarchs; 
there. Noah, Abraham, Moſes, Prophets and 
«Apoſtles ; and there ibe Spirits of all the 
Juſt, made perfect, Heb. xi1. 23. 

Theſe happy Dead are enter'd into Life, 
are alive for evermore. In the Day they 


died they were taken up by Angels, and 


carried to the Paradiſe of God; they are 
2 wich Chriſt, where He is, 10 behold 
tis Glory, and to oome with Him at the 
Reſurrection of the Juſt. And Bleſſed and 
holy are all they that have Part therein! on 
them the ſecond Death has no Power. 
Thus the Dead are gone! and whither they 
go we know, and the Way we know : Not as 
do Individuals, but conſidered collectively as 
two vaſt Bodies of Godly and Ungodly, in 
their unchangeable State. 

For they muſt return no more to us, in this 
World. Can I bring him back again? or 
ſhall he return to me? ſays my Text. O no! 
not all the Prayers and Tears of the Living; 
nor all the Wiſhes and Cries of the miſcrable 
Dead, can obtain a Return for any One of 
them: and as for the pious and happy 
Deceaſed, they would not return if they 
might. 


This 


This Account and, Idea of Death ſhould be 
familiar to us, Job x. 21. Igo whence I fall 
wot return. vii. 8,9, 10. The Eye of him 
that has ſeen me ſhall ſte me no 9 he that 


goes down to the Grave ſhall come up no more; 


he ball return no more to his Houſe, neither 


ſhall his Place know him any more. The Dead 


are in a fixt State; they have bid a final Fare- 


well to this World; ſo has the buried Body, 
and ſo the depa not Spirit till the e e 


Day; then they wil] be again united, and 


ſhare together in everlaſting Sorrows or in 
everlaſting Joys. 


So Man lieth down and riſath not again till the 


Heavens be. no more, Job xiv. 32, And then 


the Dead ſhall riſe only to be judged, every 


one according to what 44 has been and done 
here in ihe Body, whether good or evil, 2 Cor, 


v. 10, How far is this from any Return to 
this animal and ſenſitive Life, to our preſent - 
2 Relations or worldly Poſſeſſions, or to 


<cond Time of Probation, or further 
Oppen for ſerving God and our Genera- 
tion, and Working out our own Salvation: 
the only worthy End and Work of our pre- 
ſent Time and Life, 


Upon all, An Exiſtence ſomewhere, after 


we go hence, is ſuppoſed. Going and return- 


ing plainly imply this, We could not be 
laid to go, if our Spirits were not in ſome 


Place or other after this Life is ended; and 


much lels could we ſpeak properly of not re- 
turning, 
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turning, if we did not indeed exiſt any 
reer | 
Tet neither can it be inferred from ſuch a 
mode of Speech, that the Body ſhall never 
return to Life again, or that the Soul ſhalt 
never return into the Body: It only means 
that the departed Spirit returns not hither, 
that we know of, till the Reſurrection of the 
Dead at the laſt Day. Till that Day the 
Body will not return from the Grave, nor 


the Spirit from Hades, the inviſible World: 


But then there will be a Re- union of Soul and 
Body. ---- This was an Article of Faith before 
os Time, and has continued to be ſo down 

) our Days: Job xix. 25. For I knew that 
my Redeemer liveth, and that He ſhall ſtand at 
the latter Day upon the Earth; and tho after 
my Skin Worms deftroy this Body, yet in my Fleſh 


Fall I ſee God: Whom I ſhall ſee for my Self 


and my Eyes ſhall behold, and not another; tho 
my Reins be conſumed within me. 1 Cor. xv. 
42. For this Corruptible ſhall put on Incor- 
ruption, and this Mortal Immortalisy. 


In ſhort, Going and not returning in our 


Text means, never to live again ſuch a Life 


as this which we now do in the Body, either 
on bodily or ſpiritual Accounts: He ſhall 
return no more to his Houſe, as it is ſaid in the 


Book of F#, to his preſent worldly Poſſeſſion 


or Enjoyments, Buſineſs or Delights; No 
nor to the Worſhip here any more, as Hexe- 


kiab bemoaned himſelf under the Sentence of 


Death; 


te > 
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Death; I Hall not ſee the Lord, even the 
Lord in the Land of the Living; T ſhall be- 
hold Man no more with the Inhabitants of the 
Mord. He muſt take leave for ever of his 
Palace and Court, his princely State and 
Magnificence ; but what was more than all 
this, he muſt ſee the Temple of God and 
his Courts no more; no more be among his 
Worſhippers, in whom was all his Delight, 
as the moſt excellent on Earth. _ 

And this is at laſt. the awful Meaning of 
going at Death, to return no more, I 


muſt enter into a "Gxt and unchangeable State 


for Eternity, never to enjoy another Time of 
Probation and Trial. There is a great Guf 
fixed betwixt this and the next World, as we 


2s between the two infinitely diſtant States n 


that to come, Luke xvi. 26, 27. Neither 


did miſerable Dives ask to come back him- 
ſelf into this World; he knew it could not 


be granted. And when he prayed that Laza- 
rus might be ſent from his bliſsful Seat, upon 
the glorious Errand of converting his Bre- 
thren, a Work worthy of the higheſt Angel; 
the Anſwer is, That there are living Mi- 
niſters to- preach the Goſpel, *and Saints de- 
parted have other Work. | 

The Sum of all is, Our preſent Life is the 


only Time and State of Prcbackda to us; at 


Death we paſs into the World of Reward or 
Puniſhment, which 1s eternal and unchan 

able. This Life is the only Space cranial "bs ur 
Mer fe 


— 
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for Repentance, . and for porking out our gal. 
tion-with Far and Trembling, — . 

This Wor 1 is not our ;% "We are all 
leaving i it. Time is of infinite Price to mor- 
tal Man, and the ſhorter his Time is, it is of 
To much the more Price. Every Moment of 
it ſhould be carefully redeemed, in obſerving 
the Seaſons of particulat Duties; to fill it up 
with Work and Spirit. Death, the Period 
of this Lime, is a very awful and critical Mo- 
ment. Let us ſee to it, that we all live as 
thoſe that are going hence, we know not how 
ſoon, never to return. And let it comfort 
the Godly, that they are going 'from, never 
again to return to, this State of Sin and Sor. 
row. | 


fl. As our Dead are gone, no more 
to return to us, ſo we are going after 
them to the Grave, and to the World of 
Spirits, to the State of everlaſting Happineſs 
or vetting Miſery. . This nearly concerns 
us, and ſhould Fog affect us. Yer 
one muſt ſay to himſelf, as David here, 
Tall goallo!.I am gn I muſt go, muſt 
ſoon be gone! and we ſhould be able to add, 
Through Grace I am preparing, getting rea. 
dy for my . and am willing to be 

one | — "his. we may think to be the 
dense of David's Heart, the lh with which 
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Within à very, very little Time we thall 
all be gone fri hence for eyerindre! eve 
Man, Woman and Child! every one in 
Time and Order, which God, has appointed. 
For is there not an appointed Ti me to Man 
upon Earth ? are not bis Days alſo like theDays of 


an Flirtling ? for now ſhal Jeep in the Diſt, 
oj nl then ſhalt ſeek me in ie Ng aul 
ſpall not be. Job vii. 1. & ult. This gur 


Days are delermined by God; the Number 
our Months are with Him, He has appointed 
our Bounds which we cannot paſs.. Kiv. 3. 
For we are Strangers with Him and Sago ners, 
as all bur Fathers Were, arid after them we. Lo 
hence and are no m/e, Pfal. Keix. Ult. , 
We Bow that God will Bring us 10 Death, 
and to the Houſe appointed for all tbe Livi Ws. 
We as ſurely know it, as that others are dead 
and buried before us. Every Man is dra 
after as there are We a before Am. ki 
might have gone before many Whotn we habe 
ſeen buried, We are it may be, a Wonder 
to ourſelves, that we did 188 So firſt: How 
ſoon we ſhall follow is unknown to us. We 
know not the Day of our Death ; we kit nei- 
ther the Day nor the Hour. This we Know, 
and ſhould be ſaying to ourſelves, the Tomy 
as well as the Old, „ go the way of 
the Earth. It ts OO, for all Men 107 
to die. We fee that wiſe Mtn die, allo 
the Fool and brutiſh Perſon periſh. Aid 
what Man is be that liveth and Rall not fee 
Death ? Shall he deliver his Soul from the Hand 


of 
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of the Grave ? Or who can by any Means re. 
deem his Brother, or give to God a Ranſom for 
him? that he ſhould till live for ever and not 
ſee Corruption? Paal. xlix. 9, 10. 

The Grave is one of the unſatisfied and inſa- 
tiable things that cries, Give, give! and never 
fays it has enough. One Generation goes down 
into it after another, yet is it not full. After the 
Thouſands that are buried to Day, it craves 
and has as many more to morrow. And if we 
wait a little longer it is our Hoge, it is reach 
For us, Job xvii. . 

Our Souls are alſo going to the ſame Places 
of Happineſs or Miſery that thoſe before us 
are gone to. Souls are not mixt in the next 
World as they are in this: Here the Godly 
and the Wicked dwell in the ſame Houſe, eat 
at the ſame Table, ſleep in the ſame Bed, 
worſhip together in one Family and in one 
Aſſembly. But Death makes a perfect and 
total Separation of the one from the other. 
The Godly are gathered to their People, as 
the Soul of Jacob to the Spirit of Abraham, 
and as the Soul of Lazarus to his Boſom; 
but the Wicked and Ungodly go to theGene- 
 Tition of their Fathers, never to ſee Light. 
| David, in the full Perſuaſion. of his 
Child's, Salvation, faid, © . ſhall go to him”. 
Gracious Parents will ſee again their Elect Chil- 
dren in everlaſting Life. And there all pious 
Relations will meet again with Joy, and em- 
brace, 15 evermore : But otters 1 1 Tra- 

| Ln 
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ham and Iſaac and Facob, and all the Pro- : 


phets in the Kingdom of God, and be themſelves 

Put then the Queſtion, every one to him- 
ſelf, Jo whom and whither am 1 going? 
Going we all are, and haſting out of Time 
into an awful Eternity; but to which State in 


the eternal World are we haſtning ? Whither 


others are gone 1s not ſo much our Buſineſs to 


_ enquire, but whither we ourſelves are going 


is a moſt important and neceſſary Conſiderati- 
on, O the happy few that are daily thinking 
of this! and upon good Grounds can ſay to 
themſelves, as in 2 Cor. v. init. For ue know 


that if our earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle welt 
diſſolved, we have a Building of God, a Houſe ' 
not made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens :- 
For in this we groan earneſtly, defiring io be 


clothed upon with our Houſe which is from Hea- 
Ven. Now he that hath «wrought us for this 
ſelf-ſame thing is God, who alſo hath given to us 


the Earneſt of the Spirit, Therefore we are 
always confident, knowing that while we are at 
Home in the Body we are abſent from the Lord; 
Faith and not by Sight) we are 


(for we walk by 
confident, I ſay, and willing rather to be abſent 
from the Body and to be preſent with the Lord. 
Wherefore we labour that whether preſent or 
abſent wwe may be accepted of Him, . 
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I come to the third Head, 


III. We ſhould ſeriouſly remember and 
conſider theſe things in the Days of our Be- 
reavement, in our Mourning over our Dead. 
Then it was that David ſaid, I ſhall go to 
«© my Dead, it ſhall not return to me”. 

This is a moving Seaſon, wherein to muſe 
and let the Fire kindle, and then ſpeak to 
ourſelves and others of our own and their Dy- 
ing. Yea, and to ſpeak to God and fay, as 
in the xxxix. Pſalm, Lord! make me io know 
my End and the Meaſure of ” Days, what it 
is 3 that I mayknow how frail I am] Behold thou 
haſt made my Days a Hand- breadtb, and my Age 
is nothing before Thee! Verily every Man at 
his beſt Eſtate is altogether Vanity. 

David the King, the Prophet, and the Saint 
is a good Teacher, a great Example to us, 
Let us learn of Him to turn our Eyes off 
from our Dead, upon ourſelves ; upon our 
own Souls, their State, and Frame ; and to 
ſay, * My Soul, thou muſt ſoon go after thy 
« Dead ! in what Preparation art thou for a 
* better World? in what Readineſs to leave 
« this? and where would be thy Lot it 
this Night thou were required hence?“ 

O that we were wiſe, that we. underſtood 
this, that we were conſidering our latter End! 
This is God's Wiſh concerning us, and we 


can- 
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cannot wiſh ourſelves better than this wiſe 
and underſtanding Heart, Let us ask of God 


this Wiſdom which we fo greatly want, and 


which He is liberal to give, Palm xc. 12, $9 
teach us to number our Days that we may apply 
our Hearts unto Wiſdom. What an eaſy Nu- 
meration Table is this! So many of our few 


Days already paſt; but ſo many more at 


the utmoſt Bounds to come; and whether in- 
deed one more of them remaining to us, alto- 
gether uncertain. 45 | 

One would think that Fleſh and Blood 
ſhould teach men all this: And if not the 
Tokens of Death within ourſelves, yet the 
pale and ghaſtly Face of it on our neareſt Rela- 
tions, Friends and Neighbours, But neither 
Fleſh and Senſe, nor natural Affection and 
Sorrow of Heart can make us to know our 
own End, and the Meaſure of our Days, how 
frail we are. God only can reach the Hearts 
of Sinners with an effectual ſaving Impreſſion, 
Men fee others go, and fee] themſelves going, 
and yet will not conſider it. There is an En- 
mity arid Averſion in mortal Man to the ſober 
Conſideration of Death, the realizing his own 


Death, and the Conſequents thereon. Death 


paſſes by us, and touches us, and we are a 
little mov*d for the preſent, but preſently for- 
get it again. Sin, which has brought Death 
on us, has taken away the Underſtanding, the 
Power and Heart to make a juſt and deliberate 
Reflection on the Matter. 


AS # -; This 
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This Wiſdom cometh down from the Father 
of Light, and is one of his moſt perfect Gifts. 
We are naturally all Darkneſs and Inſenſibility 
in our Way to the Grave, as well as when we 
are in it, We need Divine Teaching in this 
moſt plain and obvious Matter, of which we . 
are willingly ignorant, God muſt give us an 
Eye to ſee, and an Ear to bear, and a Heart to 
Me and, The Fault does not lie in the 
Head, but in the Heart, The Promiſe of 
God is, a new Heart will I give you. He 
gives it liberally to them that ask it. It is 
the Spirit and Practice of his Saints to think 
daily and ſeriouſly of Death and Eternity, and 
to be often ſaying to themſelves and before 
the Lord, © O my Soul, thou art going after 
« the Generations before thee ! Is there not 
e an appointed Time to me as well as others? 
« O remember that my Life is Wind! thine 
Eyes are upon me and I am not! for now 
* ſhall I ſleep in the Duft, and thou ſhalt 
% ſeek me in the Morning, and 1 hall not 
be 1“ 
This is proper Diſcourſe of a Soul to itſelf, 
and to God, in this mortal Body, and through 
this paſſing World. So let it mule, and the 
Heart grow hot, and out of the Abundance 
of it the Tongue ſpeak, Lord make me 0 
know my End, Light and Heat come thus 
together into the conſiderirg Heart, and the 


Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſes over it with vital 
In- 
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Lofluences gives ſpiritual Life and ſuſtains 
it in this Way. So bodily Death ſerves to 


ſpiritual and eternal Life under the Power of 
the Holy Ghoſt, The Flames of Devotion 


| Kindle, are blown up, and kept burning, by 


daily Meditation on Death and Eternity, But 
as this ceaſes, ſo the other goes out.” 

It is in this Way, very much, that the 
Spirit of God works on Souls, and carries 
on his good Work in them. He works by 
Providences and Ordinances together to this 
End, and on this wiſe. He revives and re- 
news his good Work hereby. He ſends 
Death into our Windows, Chambers and 
Boſoms on this Errand ; and he 1s the Mini- 
ſter of God to us for Good, a Meſſenger one 
of a Thouſand, David in our Text found 
Nathan and Death alike to him in the Hand 
of God, It was good for him that his Child 
died. (And in all Probability it had been ill 
for all I/rael had it lived.) Death rung a 
Peal in his Ears, and he anſwered, ** Lord, I 
am coming ! And as often as any die in our 
Families, this is the Lord's Voice to us. 


« Man, Woman, or Child, thou alſo art * 


following! in what Readineſs art thou? Who 
is the Man of Wiſdom that hears and anſwers 
to this Voice of God ? This makes it good to 
go unto the Houſe of Mourning, there to 
conſider of the End of all Men, and lay the 
matter to Heart. 


G 3 This 
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This is the Will of God in Chriſt Jeſus 
concerning us, for he has given us the Exam- 
ple. He kept his own Hour in Mind, and 
quickned Himſelf, ** I muſt work the Work of 
Him that ſent me, while it is Day, the Night 
cometh, He retired upon the Meath of his 
Friend the Baptiſt, and he wept and groan'd 
in Spirit at the Grave of Lazarus; for he was 
preſently to die himſelf, and how was he 
ſtraitened till it was accompliſhed ? 

How great then is the Irreligion of Chriſti- 
ans, and the Madneſs of mortal Men, in their 
Inconſideration of their own frail and dying 


State! Eccl. ix. 10. Man knoweth not his 


Time, but as the Fiſnes are taken in an evil 
Net, and as the Birds are caught in the Snare, 


fo are he Sons of Men ſuared in an evil Time, 


when it cometh ſuddenly upon them. As if we 
were not made wiſer than the Birds, or were 
made as ſtupid and inſenſible as the very 
Fiſhes! 
This Imprudence and Improvidence of the 
Children of Men 1s very provoking to God, 
and great Sin in them; being in Contempt ot 


the Reaſon which God has given them, of the 


Souls that He has made them, and of his 
Word which He has written for them, and of 
all that is therein ſaid to them of a future 
State, and of the Eternal Judgment. 
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8 The Holy Ghoſt therefore interprets this 

4 ſenſeleſs fearleſs Life to mean nothing leſs than 

4 thole Words of profane Licence, which are fo 

f ſeverely animadverted on and expoſed in 

t Scripture, ** Let us eat and drink, for to Mor- 

is row we die! And to Morrow ſhall be as this 

d Day and much more abundant ! Soul, thou haſt 

an Goods laid up for many Years, Eat, Drink and 

\e be Merry.” What is this but the God of this 
World blinding, ſtupifyingand hardning Men 

5 to their own Deſtruction! They blow out the 

ir Candle of the Lord within them, and quench 

8 the Spirit of the Lord in his Convictions. 

is Let him ſmit= and wound us we do but half 

vil awake, and pieſently fall aſleep again. Let 

e, Him lead us again and again to the Grave 

e, after our Friends, we go home and forget 

* where we have been, what manner of Men, 

re what corruptible Fleſh we are, and that 

ry we ourſelves may be next carried out and if 
buried. X 

he Let relatives in their Sorrows over their 

d, Dead judge themſelves by what has been ſaid, 

of and be thereby directed and quickned. Let 

he us at leaſt make this Improvement of the 

is 1 Diſpenſation, “I ſhall go after! in what rea- 

of dineſs am I? where and how do I look to 

Ire „ meet thoſe who are gone before me ! or 


© thoſe that are to follow after me.“ 
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But as my Text came from the Lips of a 
pious Parent in his Mourning, ſo I am led in 
a peculiar Manner to direct the preſent Truth 
to them : Yet not to them only, but to Chil- 
dren alſo in the Death of Parents, and ſo in 
_ other Relation. I go on therefore to 
ay, - | 


IV. Parents eſpecially ſhould think of this 
in their Bereavements, and in their Sorrows 
over their dead Children, The Words of 
David belong firſt to them, 7 ſhall go to 
1 
The Death of Children is the moſt com- 
mon Caſe in the whole Courſe of Death. 
Parents oſten live to bury many Children, 
and ſometimes all. They that live long in 
this World, as the excellent Judge Hale ſaid 
on the Death of a Son, muſt look for this 
Grief. And the Grief is uſually great in this 
Caſe, for Natural Affection is like Water, 
flowing downward. The Love of Parents 
runs down in a Torrent, the Love of Children 
returns as in an Eddy, which is alſo caus'd by 
the Stream. When the Spirit of God would 
- repreſent the moſt bitter Grief, He repreſents 
it by a Mourning for an only Son, and for a 
Firſt-born, Zech. xii. 10. 

The firſt Mourning was of Parents for their 
Son. AbePs Death was a bitter Grief to our 
firſt Parents. It called for Tears of Blood, 
and was as a Sword in the Bowels of Eve. 

When 
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When God would prove Abraham it was in 


this moſt tender Point. Take now they Son, 


thy only one, whom thou loveſt, and offer him 
to me. The God of Abraham knew what of 
all earthly things lay neareſt to his Heart, 
and was the utmolt Teſt of his Love. 


Jacob was able to ſee his beloved Rachel 
die, and when he had ſet a Pillar on her 
Grave he journeyed on, Gen. xxxv. 20, 21. 


* But when he thought Fo/eph, the Son he 
had by her, was torn from him by Death, how 
did he take on? Chap. xxxvil. 33, 34, 35. 
Lis my Son's Coat; an evil Beaſt hath devoured 

him ; 


* No Author ever drew Naturenaked and to the Life 
like Mes. And no wonder; for he wrote under the In- 
ſpiration of the God of Nature, to whom all things are 
naked and open. He the Father of Souls and Former of 
the Spirit of Man within him, knows his own Work, 
the Soul that He has made, the hidden Springs and ſe- 
eret Movements of a Father's Loves and Joys and Grief: ; 
which are like the Flowings of the great Deep. Job 
xxxvili 9, 10. Nor is there any Part of ſacred Stor 


that delineates theſe, like that of Facob and Jeſcph, int © 
mitably tender and moving. How is the tieart of a 


Father here painted beyond the Life, to a human Eye, 
pierced, bleeding, burſting, on ſuppoſed repeated Bereave- 
ments, in the Loſs of three Sons? Genes xlii. 36. 37,38. 
And Facob their Father ſaid to them, Me have je bereaved 
of my Children ; Toſeph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye 
will take Benjamin away : All theſs things are againſt me. 
And Reuben fpake unto his Father ſaying, Slay my two S:ns 
if bring bim not to thee ; deliver him into my Hand, and 
Iwill bring him to thee again. And he ſaid, my Son fall 
not co down ith you, for his Brother is dead, and be is left 
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Bim; Joſeph is without doubt rent in Pieces! And 
Jacob rent his Cloaths, and put Sackcloth upon bis 
' Loins, and mourned for his Son many Days. And 
all his Sons, and all his Daughters roſe up to 
comfort him; but he refuſed to be comforted ; 
and he ſaid, For I will go down into the grave 
after my Son, mourning : thus his Father wept 
for him, This was but a ſuppoſed Death, yet 
real ro the tender Parent, undoubted and cer- 
tain to him, and he mourn'd accordingly. 
N | In 


alone; if Miſchief befal bim by the Way in which ye go, 
then ſhall ye bring down my gray Hairs with Sorrow to the 
Grave. Chap. xhii. 6, 11, 13. And Iſrael ſaid, Where. 
fore dealt ye ſo ill with me, as to tell the Man whether ye had 
yet a Brother ?- But if it muft be fo now,--- Take your 
* Brother and ariſe, go again to the Man; and God Almighty 
give you Mercy before bim,that he may ſend away your other 
Brother and Benjamin ! If I am bereaved of my Children, 
an bereaved. ---- What a giving up of Nature was here 
like his after gathering up his feet intoithe Bed! So the 
dying Body after a vain Struggle reſigns, . and gives up 
the Ghoſt. And if his God had that Day required the 
Patriarch's Spirit and his Breath, the Summons had been 
- much more readily obeyed, than this Surrender of his 
Ber jamix to the Will of the Man who had ſo ſtrangely 
demanded a Sight of him. But he had Simeon in Bonds, 
and the Life of all the reſt of his Sons and their Chil- 
dren depended on his Submiſſion ; the Famine was fore 
upon them all, and this conſtrained him to let the other 
and only remaining Part of his Rachel go. 
No doubt but it was a Spectacle highly pleaſing to 
Angels, as it is unto Men for evermore; but how much 
more unto the Father Almighty Himſelf, to behold the 
dear Parent in his feeble Age wreſtling and agoniſhing 
in Prayer for Divine Direction, and then in Faith com- 
ON mitting 
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In like manner the mighty Reverence and 
Strength of Aaron's Grace was tried, as with 
Fire, in the Sight of all 1ael, and he held his 
Peace, His profound Silence ſpake aloud his 
profound Grief. Job had been long before 
tried in more awful manner than this of Aaron; 
and he ſtands a prior Inſtance of Parental 
Tenderneſs and Conſtancy. No one had more 
Pleaſure and Joy in a numerous Iſſue, none 
ever behav'd more piouſly toward a pious 
Progeny,andnever did Brethren and Siſters live 
more in mutual Love and Delight than they 
yet when he was ſurpriz d with the heavy 
Tidings of their ſudden and tragical Death 
together in their eldeſt Brother's Houſe, he 
proſtrated himſelf on the Ground and worſhip- 


p-d; ** Naked came Tout of my Mother's Womb, 


* 


mi: ting his only one to the tender Care and ſtrong Pro- 
tection of Alwiſe and ſovereign Providence, even as 
Avratam had done Jſaac long before. 

Judab had with the utmoſt Emotion of Soul obſerved 
all theſe things, and laid them up in his Heart ; and as 
he had in a Strain of filial Tenderneſs which merited the 
Birthright and carried it from Reuben, pleaded with his 
Father and prevailed : So when he ſtood again -before 
the Man and ſaw Benjamin arreſted by his Order and in 
Cuſtody, he was able to ſet the Su of bis Father in ſuch a 
Light before Fo/eph, as overwhelmed his Conſtancy, and 
broke up all the Springs of Nature, which he had 
damm'd up with the greateſt Art and Reſolution, as Bars 
and Dyaors to the great Deep. See Geneſis xliv. 18 ---- 34. 

Forgive a Father in the Depth of Sorrow, that he 
has tried to *foothe his Grief in this Excurſion on the 
Parental Tenderneſs of 7 aces in the Day of his Bereave- 


ments. 
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and naked ſpall J return (into the Grave, the 


common Womb and Repoſitory of the Dead) 
the Lord gave and the Lord bas taken away; 
bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. 


My Text relates how David behav'd on the 
Death of his Child, but on more bitter Occa- 
fions of Grief he loſt himſelf, when he ſhould 
rather have kept the Poſſeſſion of his Soul, 
and call'd in the Exerciſe of Reaſon and 
Grace : I mean more eſpecially on the Death 


of Abſalom ;, unto whom he could not wiſh to 


have his Soul gathered; though he wiſhed to 
have died for him, 1f he might have lived to 
repent, 3 

The Love of Mothers is yet more tender. 
We read of two under a like Bereavement, 
but not in a like Paſſion of Grief; the Widow 
of Zidon and the Shunamite: When the one 
ſaw her Son dead, ſhe burſt out, O thou Man 
of God ! art thou come to call my Sins to Re- 
membrance, and to ſlay my Son?“ But when 


the Son of the other died in her Arms, ſhe 


ſilently laid him on her Bed, and in her 
Bitterneſs fell at the Prophet's Feet. 


The Parent, we ſhould think, will improve 
the Grief, behave and ſpeak aright under it; 
ſpeak unto God, to himſelf and his. He has 
Years, Experience and iſdom ; is a Father, 
and has ſeen much of a dying World: And 
what is the Father's Leſſon from his Child's 

1 Death, 


upon the Death. of his Child. I57 
Death, but this in my Text? This at leaſt, 
this the leaſt, I ſhall go to it.“ 

Firſt then, Let Parents prepare to part with 
their Children, Look on them as dying 
Creatures, and accordingly care for their Souls. 
Look not upon them as yours, but God's, 
who may call for them when he will, having 
only given them to you in Truſt and Charge, 
to educate them for him, for his Service here, 
and for Bleſſedneſs in himſelf for ever. Teach 
them betimes to know God and themſelves ; 
that they have precious immortal Souls, and 
that God is the Father, Lord and Judge of 
their Spirits; that they are made for another 
and far better Life, may very ſoon die, and 
muſt whenever God orders, who will ſurely 
bring them into Judgment, 


2. Let Children think of and prepare for 
their going hence before their Parents. They 
are by no means ſure of out- living them, 
much leſs ſhould they expect it. Did not 
Job's Sons and Daughters all die before him? 
I mean his firſt Quiver full of them. So did 
Aaron's two Sons die in the Preſence of their 
Father: And Naomi buried her two Sons in 
the Land of Moab. Indeed Parents naturally 
deſire that their Children may out-live them; 
and good Parents may let their Children hear 
them ask it of God in their daily Family 
Prayers; that theirs (by his holy Will) may 
live to ſerve Him when they are gone. With 

Re- 
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Reverence nd great Submiſſion, Children 
may ſay Amen to ſuch Prayers of their Parents; 
but they may not pleaſe themſelves with the 
Expectation of ſurviving their loving and dear 
* to come into their Eſtate, nor for 
y worſe Ends. We read of one who 
witkodly expected to out-live his Father, and 
-  faid, The Days of Mourning for my Father are 
at Hand, and then I will kill my Brother. But 
pious Children, from the Day of Abel's 
Death, think of dying before their Parents. 


5. Let bereaved Parents be greatly quickened 
in their Preparations for their own Death. It 
is a ſorrowful Caſe to need this Way of learn- 
ing, by ſuch a Providence. We ſhould pre- 
pare for Death before we come to be Parents. 
Vet we need to learn it more and more, better 
and better, as long as we live. Lide and 
Learn, learn to die as long as you live, and 
by all the Sorrows and Changes of Life eſpe. 
cially, Learn betimes, learn in due Seaſon, 
and yet learn in Age, out of due Time, it 
you have not learn*d before. Learn this Leſ- 
ſon over and over again, get it well by Heart, 
rivet it in your Memory, ſpeak of it to your 
lateſt Breath, and practice i i in your dying 
Moments. 


4. Let Parents quiet and compoſe them- 
faves i in their Bereavements, by keeping in 
Mind 
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Mind their own Departure. Thus did David 
in the Text. He had done well to have had 


his own Death as much in Mind, and in a 


like manner, when he heard of Abſalom's; 
though indeed he could not without Horror 
have thought of going to him. Happy the 
Father and Mother, the Son or Daughter, 
that can look forward to their own Death, and 
quiet themſelves in the Day of their Bereave- 
ment. O what need is there to be in a State 
of Grace and Peace with God for this End ! 
and to have a well grounded Hope of ſuch a 
State ! of an Intereſt in Chriſt and a better 
Life, A Parent ſhould look on himſelf as 
ſo much nearer to Death than his Child, and 
ſhould be able to hope, through Grace, that 
he is ſo much nigher to a better Life, that he 
ſhould feel the ſtrong Attraction and Powers 
of the World to come. As the moſt pious 
and venerable Mr. Richard Baxter, after his 
Advance in Life and Grace, and a ſufficient 


Experience of the Vanity and Emptineſs, the 


Afflictions and Sorrows of this World, wrote 
under his Picture two of the beſt Lines that 
were ever written, 


« Farewell vain World ! as thou haſt been to me, 
„ Duſt and a Shadow, theſe I leave with thee, 


5, Let thoſe who have no Children, no 
Name and Poſterity of their Bodies, to leave 
behind them, live ſo much the more mindful 
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of and devoted to a better World, that is an 
Heavenly. Abſalom for this Cauſe erected him- 
ſelf a Pillar ypon Earth; but what an End 
did he come to? View him hung by his 
Pride, his flowing Locks, in the Oak, and 
there bleeding to Death for his unnatural Re- 
bellion againſt his Father and his King; (his 
too indulgent Parent, who would have gladly 
died for him) and then look upon his Pillar, 
the Monument and Memorial of his Crime 
and Shame. Like the Wretch that burnt the 
Temple at Epheſus to make himſelf remem- 
| bred for an execrable Villain. But there is an 
Everlaſting Name, a Name written in Hea- 
yen, provided for and propoſed to thoſe Hum- 
ble and Holy Souls in the Church of God, 
who neither have nor crave a Name (to leave 
behind them) upon Earth, Jai. Ivi. 3, 4, 5. 
Neither let the Euuuch ſay, Behold I am a dry 
Tree! For thus ſaith the Lord unto the Eunuchs 
that keep my Sabbaths, and chooſe the Things 
that pleaſe me, and take hold of my Covenant; 
even unto them will I give in my Houſe and 
within my Walls, a Place and a Name better 
. than of Sons and Daughters ; ; 1 will give them 
an Everlaſting Name, that ſhall not be cut off. 
They that leave behind them here a Number 
of 2 Children, leave but a dying Name 
in them which muſt ſoon be cut off; but a 
Name among the Sons and Daughters of the 
Lord Almighty 1s to Everlaſting, in the Preſence, 
_ Viſion, . and high Enjoyment of 


the 
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the living God to all Eternity. God himſelf 
has rais'd a Pillar for his Elect in all Ages, 
and written their Names on it, to be read by 
Angels for ever and ever.: Rev. iii. 12. Him 
that overcometh will I make a Pillar in the 
Temple of my God, and he ſhall go no more out; 
and 1 will write upon him the Name of my God, 


and the Name of the City of my God, which is 


New Feruſalem, which cometh down out of Hea- 


ven from my God ; and I will write upon him 
my New Name. 


6. Let us all be exhorted and taught of 
God, to live always mindful that we and ours 
muſt ſhortly take Leave, a final everlaſting 
Leave of this World and all things in it. We 
are all going, as faſt as we well can, faſt to 


our own Surpriſes from Year to Lear, one after 


another, out of a vain World, into an awful 
Eternity! Lord ! that we could live and act, 
from day ro day, under this View |! What 
manner of Perſons ſhould we then be, and 
ought we therefore to be, in all holy Converſation 
and Godlineſs ! in all Sobriety, Righteouſneſs, 


Purity, Devotion, Heavenlineſs, It would make 


us lot, not at the Things that are ſeen, but at the 


1 bings which are not ſeen ;, for the Things which 


are ſeen are Tempore!, but the T. hings which are 
not ſeen are Eternal, 2 Cor. iv. alt. One 
effectual Conviction of the temporary Nature 
of every thing under the Sun, abiding on us, 
would cure our inordinate and criminal "__ 
NES 
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neſs for earthly Poſſeſſions, our unjuit Crav- 
ings and Endeavours after them, as not 
worth a dying Creature's doing an unjuſt thing 
to gain, nor worth a Wrangle about, to re- 
cover (if wrong'd of) a due Portion in it. — 
We and our Families, we and our Children, 
are together haſtning to the Grave, and it 


may be they before us; and what Portion - 


have we under the Sun! Let the Words of 
the Apoſtle fink therefore into our Ears, and 
on every Occaſion lie uppermoſt on our 
Hearts; 1 Cor. vii. 29, 30, 31. But this I 
© ſay, Brethren, the Time is ſhort ;, It remaineth 
that both they that have Wives be as though they 
bad none, and they that weep as though they 
wept not, and they that rejoice as though they re- 
joiced not; and they that buy as though they poſ- 
- feſſednot ; and they that uſe this World as not abuſing 
it, for the Faſhion of this World paſſeth away. 


7. And laſtly, Pious Parents ſhould even 
find a ſacred Pleaſure in thinking of going 


 » Afterand unto their pious Children deceaſed, 


They may follow them to the Grave with the 
conſolatory and peaceful Thought, which our 
Venerable Eliot ſpake out. aloud, as he went 
after his dead Son, This is the Way to Heaven 
As Grace and Friendſhip wrought in the 
Apoltle Jobn, and he ſuddenly anſwered on 
his hearing of the Death of Lazarus, ** Let us 
go and die with him!ꝰ So a like Tranſport of 

| Love 
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Love and Deſire may be forgiven to a graci- 
ous Parent on the Death of a Child, in whom 
he has ſeen the ruling Grace of God from 
early Infancy. Jacob did not behave like him- 
ſelf, when he refuſed to be comforted on the 
ſuppoſed Death of ſuch a Son as Joſeph, ſay- 
ing, No, but I will go down to the Grave 
ofter my Son, mourning! *? It becomes the Seed 
of Jacob rather in the Days of Mourning over 
their pious Deceaſed, to take to themſelves 


that other and better Tranſport of the Aged 


Patriarch, when he heard of Joſeph yet alive, 
and next to the Throne in Egypr, and to ſay, 


The Soul of my Dead lives in the Preſence 
of Chriſt, far above all Heavens, let me 
die an go te de with him there for ever- 


more,” 


It was in this Hope that Jacob gave Com- 


mandment concerning his Bones, that his 


Sons ſhould bury him with his Fathers; and 
in the like Hope a believing Parent might 
deſire to be laid with his Children. 

Surely it caſt ſome Light into the firſt 


Grave that was ever dug, that Abe}, the Dar- 
ling of Heaven as well as of Alam, was the 


Perſon buried; and it may ſeem to the Godly 


through all Ages a kind of ſanctifying and 


ſweetning the Grave for ever. It is only and 
wholly the Grace of Chriſt in a Child before 
its Death, that can make it an Object of Deſire 
after Death, in a religious Parent s Heart. 
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164. DAVID's Words 

I hope I have in all your Hearts this Ground 
for Communion ſtill with my dear deceaſed Child, 
in whom I think I ſaw the ſhining Grace of 
God before ſhe came among you, and more 
ſince; though always under the Vail of great 
Modeſty and Reſerve. In the ſeveral Relati- 
ons of a Child, a Wife, a Mother, a Siſter, 
' a Miſtreſs, and a Friend, ſhe has found Grace 
to carry herſelf in a laudable and exemplary 
Manner. You are Witneſſes that ſhe has liv'd 
blameleſs and without Offence among you, 
and we who have known more of her ſccret 
Walk with God, and Watch over herſelf in 
her Retirements, have this for our Repoicing, 
That in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not with 
fleſhly Wiſdom but by the Grace of God, ſbe 
has had her Converſation in the World. 


You will give me Leave therefore openly 
to utter my great Thankfulneſs to God, that 
He has pleas*d to Honour me before you in 
being the Father of ſuch a Child; and if I 
have any Hope of the Grace of God in my 
- own Soul, Þ muſt have a Meaſure of holy Joy 
in the Hope of going to her at my Deccaſe, 
which cannot be far off, and of coming with 


her in the Day of the Reſurrection of the 
Juſt, 2 


[The Sovereign God of our Spirits made 
her a pleaſant Soul to her Parents from. her 
Infancy, Thrice ſhe received the Sentence 0 

Deat 
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| Death before ſhe was Eighteen Months old, 
and it was a melancholly Time with us by \, 
f reaſon of her great Weakneſs, and the mortal 
BE Symptoms returning on her. It kept us the 
more in conſtant and fervent Supplications for 
her Life, and in daily. Reſignations of it; 
and her ſecond and third Recoveries were as 
. ſurpriſing to her Phyſicians, and unto others 
who ſaw her in her low Eſtate, as unto her 
near Relations. I have the Sermons of Won- 
der and Gratitude to God yet lying by me, 
which I preached on thoſe Occaſions, when all 
Hopes of Life had been once and again taken 
away. And I can never forget the dark and 
fair Day, when the beloved Phyſician having 
warn'd me that nothing now remained but to 
make the laſt Reſignation of her into the 
Hands of her Saviour, I called my Family 
ly ©} fogether for that End, and did it in the moſt 
at ſolemn manner I was able, wherein I found 
; myſelf greatly enlarged, begging of God an 
eaſy Death by his holy Will: when on a ſudden 
the Babes piercing Shrieks ceas*d, for ſhe lay 
in great Anguiſhes of Pain, and the Sleep of 
Death, as we thought, came on and filled us 
with Tears of Joy to ſee her expiring in 
Eaſe : but to our great Surprize we found it 
the next Morning to be the Sleep of Life, for 
ſhe wak'd free from every Sign of Danger, 
her great Weakneſs excepted : She half opened- 
one of her ſunk Eyes, and anſwered unto the 
Barrow in the Street, repeating what was cry'd 


there | 


„ be ee 
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there to be fold. When the dear and Re- 
verend Mr. Pemberton faw this ſtrange Reco- 


very, and had expreſs'd a kind of Aſtoniſh- 


ment at it, he turn'd to ine and ſaid. Well 
ce Mr. Calman, I am perſwaded God purpoſes 


c to make this Child a Bleſſing _ reinark- 
3 able! in her Life.“ | 


Ihthe mid of this bodily Weakneſs her 
Soul made- uncommon Improvements: for an 
Infant State. and it may be much the more 


for the weak State of the Body; for ſhe had 
not Strength to run about and pla like other 


Children, which was then our Grief, . We 
made it therefore our daily Pleaſure, and her 


Diverſion, to learn her Letters, and Prayers 
to God her Maker, Redeemer and Sanctifier, 
and: to fill her little Mind with the Stoties 


of all the Holy Men on Sacred Record; to 
ſtrike her Admiration and Affection with true 
Excellency and Perfection; for which End I 
took care to ſpeak to her of every thing in a 
Juſt and proper Manner, if poſſible to convey 
regular Ideas into her, as of the Greatrieſs and 
Goodneſs of God, fo of all that relates to his 


Worſhip and Service. By this Means before 
ſhe could go alone ſhe had ſuck'd in a little 


Treaſure of Sacred Knowledge, and was nou- 
riſhed' up from the Breaſt with the ſincere 
Milk- of the Word ; the Knowledge whereof 
became the humble Pride of her anne 
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for we taught her to value herſelf on it, as 
far better than bodily Ornaments.] 


I early obſerv'd her daily Retirements 70 
pray to ber Father in Heaven, at five or fix 
years old, or before; and thought it my Duty 
to praiſe her for it, and examine her how and 

for what ſhe prayed ? and whether ſhe kept 
to Mr. Henrys excellent Form for Children? 

but her Anſwer greatly pleas'd as well as ſur- 
pris d me, That ſhe found God gave her 
| Words to ſpeak when ſhe began to pray.“ I 
caution*d and directed her, and gladly left her 
to the beſt Teacher. ay | 
The Spirit of God was moving upon her 
often in her following Youth, The Families 
ſhe ſometimes viſited in the Country took 
Notice of her ſerious and good Inclinations, 
her chaſte Converſation coupled with Fear, 
her meek and quiet Spirit, Prudence and 
ſober Cheerfulneſs, her Love of Letters and 

Solitude. | | 

Her Heart was always above the Things of 
this World; ſo far as I could perceive. From 
firſt to laſt ; and neither the Proſpects of it 
elevated her, nor Injuries from it roil'd or 
depreſsd her. With a View to a better Life 
ſhe diſpos'd of herſelf in Marriage, and has 
(I truſt ) found the Benefit of doing ſo to her 
infinite Gain. None was more content with 

her Lot, and no one happier in a tender 
Husband, or in the Love of her Neighbours. 
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There never was an Inſtance of more filial 
Piety, nor a Child more dearly beloved of 
Parents. I might ſpeak of her great In- 
genuity, and how well ſhe us'd her Pen as 
well as her Lips, both which drop'd as the 
Honey-comb ; hut her inward „ e, of 
great Price in the Sight of God, was her Hu- 
miliation, Faith and Devotion before God, with 
Reſignations to his bleſſed Will in all things; 
her Benevolence to all,and ſpecial Love to the 
_ Godly in Chriſt Jeſus, ; 

"She early gave herſelf up to God, but her ti- 
morousDiſpoſition reſtrain d her from proceed- 
ingearly to the Lord's Table; nor was it with- 
out much Conflict of Soul and reat Diſtreſs, 
through Fear of coming unworthily, that ſhe 
at laſt came into full Communion, She after- 

ward exceeded, to her own and her Conſort's 
great Diſcomfort in her Preparations for Com- 
munion Days ; which was her Infirmity, and 
I do not praiſe her for it. Good Chriſtians 
| ſhould take more the Comforts of Religion in 

their Way to Heaven, in their Obedience to 
Chriſt, and in the Obſervation of his ſpecial 
Inſtitutions. 1Jai. lxiv. 5. Thou meeteſt him 
that rejoiceth and worketh Righteouſneſs, thoſe 
that remember Thee in thy Ways. 

Her Siſter's Soul was, next to her own, her 
chief Care, and ſhe even travail d in Birth for 
her, to ſee Chriſt formed in her: She wrote to 
her, and ſpake to her for this End; living and 
dying, with the n Concern and Endear- 


ment. But 


©, 
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But yet more did her pious Soul travail and = 


wreſtle in Prayer for the Children of her own 


Bowels : Her many Papers on this Head, found 
fince her Death, are a pregnant Proof hereof ; 
how ſhe prayed for them, dedicated and reſign- 
ed thery to God before they were born, as well 
as after it.— I can never forget the holy Fervours 
of Affections, and flowing Tears of Joy, with 
which ſhe ſent her firſt Son to Baptiſm, and 
received himback from the Houſe of God; and 
and how I was inſtructed, charmed and reproved 
by her Example, that pleaſant day! But yet more 
ſo Eleven Days after, when God called for the 
Babe away, to ſee her reſign him with a Silence 
and Calmneſs, like that of the Shunamite of old, 
and almoſt without a Tear; for ſhe had ſurren- 
dred and offered him up when he was baptized. 
[ Her dear Couſins tell me that when they 
ſometimes viſited her, and made ſom̃e abode 
with her, ſhe would in the Afternoon flip away 


from them, and at an Hours End return with 


a Smile and tell them how pleaſed ſhe had been 
to hear them ſo merry. Alas! had we appre- 
hended how ſoon we were to ſee her no more, 
we had all ſeen her oftner, and it may be had 
but kept her from her better Retirements. 
Her Afflictions were many for the ſhort time 


ſhe lived, in her own bodily Sickneſſes and in 


the Burial of her Children; but her greateſt 


Sorrow was in the Death of her Mother; un- 
der all which ſhe behaved with admirable Sub- 

miſſion and Devotion, and the moſt fervent 
Repentance; as it e and required, Rev. 
N Ill, 19. 


ofa Palace for the King of Glory todwell in. 


: = D AVI D's Words 
in. 19. As many as ] love I rebuke and chaſten ; 
be zealous therefore and repent.] 

But after all it muſt be ſaid, that her Tem- 


per was exceeding timorous, and her Diſtem per 


Hyſteric, the Accidents of which all know to 
be a Swiming of the Head, and Inquietude of 
Mind. This naturally both clouded and fright- 


ned her in her Sickneſs. She was then ready to 


enquire, Why is it thus within me? If I bave 
in Sincerity given up and reſign'd myſelf to God, 

as if I know my own Heart I have done, and now 
do it again, why then am I jo afraid? Nor could 
we more quiet and comfort her, than by lay- 
ing before her the true and real Cauſe of it, 
from the Nature of her Illneſs. Nevertheleſs 
hey Diſorders would return, and her Fears 
with them; and ſhe had enough to do to wreſtle 
with them, by encouraging herſelf in God, 

and making her Reſignations to Him, to the 
laſt Moments of her Underſtanding. 

This ſhort Account of her, living and dying, 
is both conſolatory to us, and alſo monitory and 
exciting (and to young People in particular) to 
be earneſt in caring for our Souls, and getting 
ready for a dying Hour. What a Joy ſhould it 
be tome this Day, to be able to moveyou from 
the Example of one of my Children? O might 
all the pious Parents of this Flock have the like 
and greater Conſolation in the Burial of their 
adult Children, if God call them to ſuch a Sor- 


row May all your Doughters be more poliſhed 


Stones in the 'Temple of God ! the Similitude 


But 


* 
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But I forbear.— My Text admoniſhes us to 
prepare to follow, both the elder and younger, 
and her Father 1n particular. She will no more 
viſit his Houſe, nor he ſee her again in what 
was once her own; it is enough that there are 
Manſions in the Father*s Houſe above, whither 
ſhe is gone. She muſt no more be ſeen in theſe 
Places of the Holy, this Houſe of Prayer which 
ſhe loved, nor keep another Sabbath with us on 
Earth; but there is a better everlaſting Sabba- 
tiſm and Places of more Holineſs, the Reſt 
which remains to the People of God after this 
Life: And what ſignify our Sabbaths, Sermons 
and Funerals, if we are not going thither! _ 
Let our Souls therefore cleave to the Dead 
in Chriſt; by Faith in Whom, and living to 
Him, we come into that Union to all Saints 
which Death can never diſſolve. 

I now leave my dying Prayers and Bleſſing 
with you the dear Flock of Chriſt in this 
Place; and with your honoured and beloved 
Paſtor, to whom God has made me doubly 
a Father. The Lord long continue him to 
you, and increaſe your Joy in him, and his 
in you; and make you to each other a Crown 
of Rejoycing in the Day of Chriſt. 

I thank you this Day for all the Love ſhown 
to my Child, while ſhe was with you, and the 
Sorrow you expreſs at her Death. She has liv'd 
deſired, and died lamented by you. 

I pray God to requite to the pious Siſters 
of the Flock, the tender Affection with which 
they have miniſter'd to the dear an 
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ſerving the Lord with all Humility of Mind, 
 <vbatever Tear 


fick and ye vifeted Me! for in as much as ye haue 
Ane it to this leaft of Mine, ye did it unto Me. 


Obligation to the pious and beloved Phyliciat 


one anothers Faces in this Place is with God, 


of theſe things may move me from, but indeed 


the Lord, to teſtify the Gap el 0 he _ of God. 


Peace be is Love ill 
Faith, Fons e Lord Jeſus 
e 
* Jeſus 4 5 en. 


== DAVID's Words; e. 


ber Sickneſſes. May a merciful and faithful Sa- 
viour put theſe Kindveſſes of God into that Roll 
- - of Charities which He will call over in the laſt 


moſt bleſſed Day; and ſay of them, I was 


I leave a grateful Record of my particular 
of the .<; na (Dr. Tufts) who to and even be- 
ond his Power has always miniſtred gratis to 
the Paſtor and his Family, The Lord ſhow 
Kindneſs to the Houſe of his Servant. 
And now Brethren, I commend you to God, Wl 
and to the Word of bis Grace, which is able 10 
keep you, and to build you up unto the Inheritance 


of the Santiified. 
When, or whether ever, we ſhall again ſee 


and wholly uncertain to us; but abſent in Body, 
let us be together in Spirit: And pray for me 
in my Age, That the few Days yet remaining 
to me on Earth, I may find Grace to be ſtill 


Temptations may befall me 
thro” the Reſidue of My Pilgrimage! that ac 
quicken and excite me in the Diſcharge of the 


Duties of that Miniſtry which ] have received q 
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